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By Steffen Staiger               

President, E31 Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope everyone had a fantastic 

holiday season, and hopefully you 

were able to take your 8’s out and 

enjoy them, if only for a few hours. 

This past year saw several 

anniversary venues as the car 

officially turned 30. I hope that you 

were able to attend at least one of 

these, especially if you have never 

been to an E31 gathering – the cars 

and the people are incredible. 

  

This year we will hold elections for 

President and Secretary, so if you are 

interested in either of these 

positions, please get in touch with 

our Secretary, Henry Christoff 

(please see instructions in this 

newsletter). A reminder though, if 

you would like to run for President, 

you must already be on the board. 

The position of Secretary does not 

have that requirement. 

 

We have seen an increase in 

members to the E31 Chapter, and I 

would like to welcome all those folks, 

and thank those that are helping 

spread the word (you know who you 

are…) 

 

I would also like to take a moment 

and thank Roger Wray once more for 

putting together an outstanding 

Newsletter. I receive newsletters for 

various other CCA Chapters around 

the country, and I have to say they all 

pale in comparison to what Roger 

puts out for us. If anyone has 

anything they wish to contribute to 

the upcoming Newsletter, please do 

so, we always love hearing from our 

8ers and what they are up to. 

 

In closing, I hope everyone stays 

healthy and that winter will be short 

so we can start to enjoy our rides  as 

soon as possible. 

 

Keep the shiny side up!. 

 

 

 

 

 

  from the driver’s seat 
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 By Fern Mora & Tom Jacobsmeyer 

 

It was bright and sunny in 

SoCal…actually not really, a bit 

overcast and indeed some sprinkles 

would come later in the morning. We 

started with our usual meetup at the 

corner lot on Woodley Ave and Victory 

Blvd. at 7:30AM next to the famous 

Henry’s Charbroiler, a notable local 

Greek restaurant, home of the 

breakfast gyro. Gathering before an 

event creates some anticipation for the 

“roll-in” and pumps up the excitement 

for the event. It’s always fun to chat and 

warmup with some catch-up and 

cartalk before we move out.  

 

 
 

We were joined by several new 

members for the short trip down the 

street to Woodley Park in Van Nuys CA 

and they fell in line like troupers. Fern 

& Gary, our fearless president and vice 

president, has become pretty adept at 

leading the long SoCalEights convoy 

from place to place; he’s had a lot of 

experience with it over the years.  We 

rolled out in an impressive line of 25 8 

Series BMW’s making it all the way  

 

 

 
 

and actually stayed together all the 

way into the park. That’s a feat when 

there are over 400 BMW’s jockeying to 

get into one driveway! 

 

 
 

We regrouped at the end of the long 

line of staged cars in the parking lot 

waiting to make the winding 

procession into the park. By the time all 

the E31’s had arrived we were 29 out of 

30 registered strong for the event, a 

great showing. Southern California 

seems to have the highest 

concentration of 8 Series cars in the 

world which makes for an impressive 

roll in. The SoCal car culture term for 

this is “comin’ in heavy”. We hear that 

phrase pretty regularly at all the 

events we attend. It’s also nice to get all 

the “thumbs up” from people lining the 

route to display area. So after about 20 

minutes of waiting in the parking lot we 

started the procession to the display 

area. In spite of the slow speed the 

amount of dust that was created, a 

result of reduced watering in the park 

can be 

 
Chris Willett and his custom  

91 850 Speedster 

 

disheartening. Right after the cars 

were parked all the dusting 

implements appeared out of trunks 

everywhere. This was a pretty much 

the requirement for the day with most 

people giving up as a lost cause by 

noon. I know the SoCal Vintage BMW 

organizers were frustrated as well but 

they had no control over the city’s 

watering plan. 

 

 
 

 
 

  chapter news 

 A Day In The Sun; The 12th Annual SoCal Vintage BMW Meet 

BMWBMWMeeteetonald Harris 8 displayed at the 2019 LA Auto Show 
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The number and variety of BMW’s at 

this show is always pretty amazing.  

The meet is comprised of pre-1989 

BMW’s and are pretty widely 

represented. This is the show that, a 

few years ago, Mike Brewer of 

“Wheeler Dealers” wandered around 

buying parts for their BMW project 

show.  

 

 
 

 
 

There was also a nice assortment of 

“unique” BMW’s, some meeting with 

the season, since Halloween is just a 

few weeks away. The creativity that 

owners express is always an 

interesting diversion from the 

beautifully restored models that are all 

over the show.  

 

 
Henry Christoff – E31 Chapter 

Secretary, and Alec Cartio, E31 

Chapter VP at the SoCal Vintage Meet 

 

 

Wandering around the event was a 

nice walk among all the variations of 

shapes of BMW’s. The quality of 

restorations and customization is really 

something to see. This year’s voting 

awards process year is one of the best 

we’ve seen at any car show with the 

voting by phone link. The voting was 

conducted by app you accessed on 

your cell phone. It’s easy to use and 

saved the organizers a lot of time in 

counting and sorting ballots.  

 

 
Brian Ratke and his Best 8 Series Award 

 

When all the ballots were counted 

SoCalEights and E31 Chapter member 

Brian Retke from Las Vegas in his ‘94 

850CSi won Best 8 Series.  Best E24 ’85 

M635 was won by Armen Dilinaian 

From Chatsworth, who also owns an 8 

Series that he brought to the meet. 

Chris Willet from Las Vegas also won 

Motul’s Choice Award with is ‘91 850i 

custom made speedster.  

Congratulations to Brian, Armen, and 

Chris in keeping with the SoCalEights 

tradition of Perfection!  

 

 
Henry Christoff, Tom Jacobsmeyer, 

Alec Cartio, and Gary Cochran 

 

 

 

 
 

As sometimes happens, member 

Harold Whiting’s  850Csi happen to get 

a “Check Engine” light come on while 

we were in the staging area. 

 

 
 

 However, to the rescue came Gary 

Corcoran who happened to have his 

BMW diagnostic computer with him. 

Gary performed a quick diagnostic 

that reviled that Harold’s car had a 

defective o2 sensor.     

 

 
 

With one of the largest concentrations 

of E31 8 series in the US, Southern 

California is fortunate to have a very 

active E31 group – SoCalEights. 

SoCalEights has grown from the small 

group at the 2011 Dana Point meet up 

to over 154 current members located 

from Los Angeles to San Diego, as well 

as members from Northern California, 

Arizona, and Nevada. SoCalEights is 

recognized as one of the largest, most 

enthusiastic group of 8 Series car 

preservationists in the world. 
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Article and Photos by Jerry Sullivan 

 

I’ve wanted an 8 series for almost as 

long as can remember. When I was 

little, my father worked as a mechanic 

at the Skip Barber Racing School at 

Lime Rock Park. Often times my father 

would bring me up to the track to watch 

the cars race, but one of my most vivid 

memories of the times spent there was 

the afternoon of one of the local 

BMWCCA Chapter events, and the 8 

series one of the members had brought 

along. I was practically in love at first 

sight and practically lusted after one 

ever since! 

 

My journey into 8 series ownership 

happened rather unexpectedly 

beginning with a simple phone call. An 

old friend of mine had enlisted in the 

Coast Guard, and the two of us had 

remained in touch despite his transfer 

to Oregon’s coast. He knew I had been 

looking for an 8 series on and off, and 

had gotten word through another 

friend of his one was for sale in the City 

of Portland. I was hesitant at first, as the 

proposal hit me during one of my “off 

phases”. I had just set aside money for 

another car project, not to mention the 

fact I had just gotten back from two 

other trips that year already 

(practically back to back), and was 

looking forward to staying home for a 

while. 

 

 
 

“Trust me, this is your car,” my friend 

pressured, emailing me the craigslist 

ad despite my protests. “You’re not 

going to find one in this shape for THIS 

price!” Later that night I opened up the 

ad and my heart skipped a beat as the 

gears in my head began turning. Could 

this be the car for me? I reached out to 

the owner who was nice enough to 

spend a considerable time on the 

phone with me, going over the car and 

answering my questions (for the asking 

price, he SURELY was trying to hide 

something, right?). His story was 

similar to mine, always wanting a V12 8 

Series. Unfortunately, his “better half” 

talked him into the idea two BMWs was 

too many (Blasphemy I say!), and 

decided the 850 had to go. In the end, 

I decided this car was worth a trip out 

to Portland to see it. After all, worst 

case scenario I could pass on the car 

and simply spend the weekend visiting 

my friend. I booked a Friday morning 

flight out of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

and after a short layover in 

Minneapolis, touched down in Portland 

just before noon. The previous owner 

picked me up at the airport and the two 

of us took it out for a test drive. Despite 

a few issues here and there, I couldn’t 

find a reason to turn the car down. 

 

 
 

I left Portland heading Westbound to 

meet with my friend in the town of 

Seaside so he could check out the car, 

but shortly ran into problems. The GPS 

indicated US-26 was closed (for 

construction I think?), and rerouted me 

straight into the mountains. I enjoyed 

the detour at first as the road 

meandered alongside the Nehalem 

River, and was much too high off of the 

experience of picking my dream car to 

worry about the road narrowing, or the 

pavement ending… It wasn’t until the 

road had deteriorated to a silty mix of 

loose gravel and mud did I begin to 

lose my nerve. It got worse; I rounded 

the next corner to be greeted by a big 

orange sign warning me the road up 

ahead was closed due to flooding. By 

now, the road had narrowed much too 

far to turn around, and traveling the 

treacherous several miles back to the 

highway in reverse was out of the 

question. I had no choice but to press 

on until I came upon one of two things: 

an area to turn around, or the flooding 

the sign promised (and hopefully some 

room to turn around accompanying it). 

 

 
Lost in the Oregon Forest 

 

Thankfully, I never found the flooding. 

The road crossed the Nehalem River 

and I was greeted with pavement! I 

continued onwards, finally reaching 

US-101 and the Pacific Ocean it 

accompanied at the town of Manzanita, 

OR. After a quick stop to enjoy the 

scenery and snap a few photos, I 

headed up the coast to meet my friend 

and several of his shipmates (who 

originally mistook the car for an Aston 

Martin), then crossed the Astoria 

bridge to begin my long journey 

home. 

 

After leaving Astoria, I backtracked to 

I-5, taking it North to Seattle before 

taking I-90 Eastbound. I’m not quite 

sure how late I drove into the night, 

once the “New-car High” wore off, I 

could barely keep my eyes open, and 

the original plan of pushing myself 

until the next hotel exit soon became 

too risky a move. I pulled off the road 

at the next rest area and surprisingly 

found a good use for the back seats of 

an 8! After fiddling around, I 

discovered the back seats fold flat, 

making a “relatively” comfortable 

sleeping platform (very unanticipated 

I’ll add as I’m 6’3”). 

 

 
 

The next day was a long one. It was a 

cold, cloudy morning as I crossed the 

Columbia River and traversed the vast 

farmlands beyond, stretching 

 New 8 Owner Jerry Sullivan’s Story 
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endlessly beyond what my eyes could 

see. The Weather took a turn for the 

worse as I passed through Coeur 

d’Alene, with a slight drizzle quickly 

turning to sleet, then snow as I 

approached Lookout Pass. Thankfully 

the car held steady, and the weather 

quickly cleared, giving way to bright 

sunshine by the time I hit Missoula, 

Montana. I drove West to Livingston, 

Montana, then hopped onto US-89 

Southbound for Yellowstone National 

Park, stopping in the town of Gardiner 

for a late lunch/early dinner. The 

original plan was to drive East through 

the park, however the park ranger 

informed me US-14 was closed due to a 

snowstorm, limiting my visit to just the 

Mammoth Hot springs and forcing me 

to back-track to I-90 Eastbound 

afterwards. After jumping back on I-90 

I drove late into the night, to make up 

some lost time, stopping to rest in 

Rapid City, South Dakota. 

 

 
 

Sunday morning, I began the day with 

a side trip into the Black Hills to enjoy 

the scenery and visit Mount Rushmore 

(I got there right as it was opening and 

I had the entire park to myself for my 

visit) and the Crazy Horse Memorial.  

 

 
 

Afterwards, I resumed my trip and 

began to discover the fact these cars 

seem to attract attention. My first 

experience came with the South 

Dakota Highway Patrol in Rapid City 

(word to the wise, the speed limit 

drops from 80 to 65 within Rapid City). 

The second notable experience was 

when I stopped at a Rest area for a 

quick break. A gentleman approached 

me as I parked, and confessed he had 

been following me for the past hour or 

so, waiting for me to pull off the 

highway just so he could talk to me 

about the car. The most memorable 

example came when I stopped for gas 

in Worthington, Minnesota. I pulled the 

car up to pump 2, and then ran inside 

to pick up something to drink and pre-

pay for my gas. When browsing the 

coolers, I heard a sudden gasp from 

the cashier at the front of the store:  

“Hey Ben! Check out that BMW parked 

at pump 2!”  “What? Is that what I think 

it is? Quick! Get Tim!” The trio of gas 

station employees were still gawking 

out of the windows when I approached 

to pay for my drink and the look on 

their faces was priceless when I told 

them I wanted to pre-pay for pump 2 as 

well (On a side note, I’ve never been 

the center of attention when it comes to 

vehicles as my taste tends to be more 

with “Sleeper cars”, so this day was 

strange to me, and quite frankly I am 

still getting used to the attention that 

comes along with these cars). After 

Minnesota, I took a detour South to visit 

another friend in Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

before making good use of my back 

seat sleeping setup for a second time at 

the Iowa 80 truck stop. 

 

 
 

Monday, despite being the last leg of 

my trip home was the most uneventful. 

I crossed the Mississippi, continuing 

on I-80 Eastbound across Illinois to 

arrive in the Chicago land area JUST in 

time for the morning Rush hour. After 

Chicago it was a quick few hours on I-

94 Eastbound, then I-196 North to 

Grand Rapids, arriving home just in 

time for lunch! 

 

As thankful as I am to be blessed with 

the ability to finally own one of my 

lifelong dream cars, I am more thankful 

for the cross country experience home, 

and for the lifelong memories come 

along with it! 

 

 
Article By Fern Mora 

SoCalEights President 

 

 
 

Recently Ronald Harris, E31 Chapter 

member and SoCalEights Secretary, 

was honored by Al & Ed's Autosound,  

a  large audio sales company in Los 

Angeles, to have his 95 840Ci 

displayed at the 2019 LA Auto Show at 

the Los Angeles Convention Center 

from November 22 to December 1. 

Thousands visited the show and saw 

Ronald’s beautiful Black E31 during the 

exhibition. This is a great honor to be 

selected by Al & Ed's and have his 

beautiful 840Ci showcased to help 

promote their work and in turn view 

Ronald's beautiful car. We are proud of 

the work Ronn Harris has done to keep 

his car interesting with tasteful 

modification as well as keeping his car 

in outstanding condition. Ronn's 840Ci 

was also honored at the SoCal Vintage 

meet in 2015 as the "Best Modified 

BMW" and featured in SoCalEights July 

2013 "Car of the Month".  

Congratulations Ronn! 

 
Ronald Harris

 Ronald Harris’ 8 displayed at the 2019 LA Auto Show 
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SoCalEights held their annual Holiday 

Party at the Long Beach Yacht Club 

December 14th.  According to 

SoCalEights President Fern Mora, 

everyone had a wonderful time.  In 

addition to a superb meal, enjoyed the 

beautiful view of the harbor.  

SoCalEights has events planned for 

2020, so please note the upcoming 

events section of this newsletter for 

more details.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 SoCalEights Holiday Party 
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2020 marks the election of President 

and Secretary.  Our E31 Chapter by-

laws outline the process, and 

geographic representation for our 

chapter.  This year, the Chapter will 

elect the positions of President and 

Secretary.  As the by-laws mandate, for 

continuity the President is to be 

elected from a current sitting board 

member.  The Term of office for the 

President and Secretary are set forth in 

the by-laws section 12.3 below, and 

will run through 2023.  Nominees must 

have been a BMWCCA E31 Chapter 

member for 12 months to run for office. 

 

If you are interested in running for the 

E31 Chapter Board of Directors 

positions of  President or Secretary, 

please notify our Secretary, Henry 

Christoff by email NO LATER THAN 

APRIL 30TH, 2020.  His email contact 

address is:  SEC@bmwccae31.com 

 

Please include the following: 

 

1.  Name 

2.  BMWCCA number 

3.  Position Running for:   Vice 

President    or    Secretary 

4.  Include the details of the nominee 

(name,  short CV, BMW CCA E31 

Chapter Membership Number), 

5.  Name of the BMW Car Club of 

America E31 Chapter member 

nominating and seconding the 

nomination, and acceptance of the 

nomination by the nominee.   

6.  The statement of acceptance by the 

nominee should also include a short (1 

PAGE) letter stating to the 

membership why they would like to be 

elected for the position, and 

qualifications for the position.   

 

Once nominations have been received 

and the nomination date closed (April 

30th), elections will proceed as outlined 

in our by-laws.  Below are sections 

taken directly from our by-law 

governing elections. 

 

Please send your notifications to Henry 

no later than April 30, 2020. 

 

Sincerely, 

Steffen Staiger 

President, BMWCCA E31 Chapter 

6.  Geographic Representation on 

the Board of Directors 

 

6.1.  As a Non-geographic chapter, the 

E31 Chapter represents all areas of the 

United States as well as other locations.  

It is comprised of representatives from 

both the United States and Canada.  As 

such, it is essential that members of the 

Board of Directors maintain a diverse 

geographic representation of E31 

owners.  As such, no more than two of 

the six board of director’s members 

shall hold office at the same time from 

any one of the following geographic 

regions: 

 

6.1.1.  Northeast:  (Maine, Vermont, 

New Hampshire, New York, 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 

Islands) 

 

6.1.2.  East Coast:  (Pennsylvania, New 

Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, West 

Virginia, Virginia, Washington D.C.) 

 

6.1.3.  South East:  (North Carolina, 

South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 

Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama) 

 

6.1.4.  North Central:  (Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Michigan, 

Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

 

6.1.5.  Central:  (Nebraska, Colorado, 

Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Missouri, 

Arkansas, Louisiana) 

 

6.1.6.  North West:  (Alaska, Hawaii, 

Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, 

Wyoming, North Dakota, South Dakota, 

Utah) 

 

6.1.7.  South West:  (California, 

Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico) 

 

6.1.8.  Canada:  (all provinces) 

 

7.   Election of Board of Director 

Officers 

 

7.1.  President 

 

7.1.1.  Election of the President will be 

by vote of the BMW Car Club of 

America E31 Chapter Members.   

Election will be by simple majority 

vote of BMW Car Club of America E31 

Chapter members.   

 

7.1.2.  For continuity of governance, 

persons nominated for President will 

be limited to persons currently sitting 

on the BMW Car Club of America E31 

Chapter board of directors. 

 

7.1.3.  Term of office will be three 

years.   The only exception will be the 

initial term which will run until 2017.  

First elections for President will be 

held in 2017 as outlined below in 

section 8 below. 

    

7.3.  Secretary 

 

7.3.1.  Election of the Secretary will be 

taken from nominations by active BMW 

Car Club of America E31 Chapter 

members and  sitting board members.  

The nominations (based on nomination 

numbers) will be presented to the 

membership for election.  Election will 

be by simple majority vote by active 

BMW Car Club of America E31 

Chapter 

 

7.3.2.  Persons nominated for Secretary 

will be current active members of the 

BMW Car Club of America E31 

Chapter. 

 

7.3.3.  Term of office will be three 

years. The only exception will be the 

initial term which will run until 2017.  

First elections for Secretary will be 

held in 2017 as outlined below in 

section 8 below. 

 

8.   Nomination/Election Process 

 

8.1.  The process of nomination for the 

positions of President, Vice President, 

Secretary, Treasurer, Brand Manager 

and Event Coordinator positions is set 

out as follows: 

 

8.1.1  Nominations will be held in April 

2016, and every year thereafter as 

outlined in Section 7. 

 

8.1.2.  BMW CCA E31 Chapter 

Members nominated for board 

positions must have at least 12 months 

continuous membership in the BMW 

 2020 Chapter Elections for President and Secretary  
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CCA E31 Chapter directly prior to 

nomination to qualify for elections. 

 

8.1.3.  In April prior to the August 

Board meeting, active BMW Car Club 

of America E31 Chapter members and 

board members will be asked to 

provide nominations to the BMW Car 

Club of America E31 Chapter board of 

directors Secretary for any positions 

that fall due at the forthcoming Board 

meeting. 

 

8.1.3.1.  Nominees for President will 

come from current sitting board 

members as outlined in section 7.1.2. 

 

8.1.3.2.  Nominees for Vice President, 

Secretary, Treasurer, Brand Manager 

and Event Coordinator will come from 

current sitting board members and 

general E31 Chapter members. 

 

8.1.4.  The nomination period closes 

April 30th  prior to the forthcoming 

August  Board meeting. 

 

8.1.5.  The nomination  should be 

lodged via email to the BMW Car Club 

of America E31 Chapter Secretary, and 

include the details of the nominee 

(name,  short CV, BMW CCA E31 

Chapter Membership Number), name 

of the BMW Car Club of America E31 

Chapter member  nominating and 

seconding the nomination, and 

acceptance of the nomination by the 

nominee.  The statement of acceptance 

by the nominee should also include a 

short (1 PAGE) letter stating to the 

membership why they would like to be 

elected for the position, and 

qualifications for the position.   

 

8.1.6.  Once the nomination period has 

closed (April 30th), all nominations 

received by the deadline will be 

reconciled by the Secretary. 

 

8.1.7.  By May 15th prior to the August 

Board meeting, the Secretary will 

provide details of all nominations 

received to members of the BMW Car 

Club of America E31 Chapter and 

board members by posting 

nominations on the Chapter website.  

Active members will be notified of 

voting instructions and the two week 

open period of voting. 

 

8.1.8.  Voting will be conducted via 

email or regular mail (as directed by 

the board) by BMW Car Club of 

America E31 Chapter active members.  

Voting will occur over a posted two 

week period.  At the end of that period, 

votes postmarked by the posted end 

date and received will be tallied by the 

secretary (or treasurer in the case 

where the secretary position is up for 

election), and verified by both the 

President and Vice President.  The 

President (or Vice President in the case 

of election of the President) will notify 

nominees of the outcome of the 

election, and request a written 

acceptance of the position from the 

elected member. 

 

8.1.9.  Newly elected board members 

will be installed at the August board 

meeting. 

12.  Special Election to fill board 

member vacancies   

 

In the event of an unforeseen vacancy 

on the board of directors, a special 

election may be called by the 

President, or Vice President (senior 

board member of the board if the 

vacancy involves the President). 

 

12.1.  The senior board member of the 

board will notify the Executive Vice 

President of BMW CCA that there is an 

unforeseen vacancy on the BMW CCA 

E31 Chapter Board of Directors. 

 

12.2.  The Senior Board Member will 

notify active BMW CCA E31 Chapter 

members either by email, or regular 

mail, that a special election will be 

conducted to fill the unforeseen 

vacancy. 

 

12.3.  The election process will be the 

same as that for regular elections.  The 

only exception of the special election 

is the timeline, which may be adjusted 

to fit the circumstances.    

 

12.4.  If the vacancy is that of the 

President, then nominees will be taken 

from the current board of directors.  If 

the vacancy is for all other board 

members, then nominees will be taken 

from the chapter membership.   The 

newly elected board member’s term 

will be the remaining term of the 

position.  Follow-on elections will 

remain on schedule. 

 

 

BMWCCA Dues Increase February 1, 2020 

Renew NOW and Save 
 

Right now, BMWCCA is giving you the 

opportunity to extend your 

membership term at current prices.  

Extend Your Membership before 

February 1, 2020 and SAVE!   

 

Even with the increase, annual dues 

still calculate out to less than $5 a 

month! With ROUNDEL Magazine, the 

BMW rebate program, discounts from 

our partners, and one-of-a-kind 

activities, BMW CCA membership 

continues to provide incredible value. 

 

     Current  Rate         |   After 1/31/2020 

 

 One-year:        $48   |            $58 

 Three-year:   $134   |          $159 

 Five-year:      $220   |          $270 

 Lifetime:     $1,000   |       $1,750  

 

Note: Associate membership dues will 

remain a fantastic value at just $10 per 

year. 

 

Ready to extend your membership? 

Simply visit the Manage Account page, 

log in, if prompted, click Renew My 

Membership and proceed through the 

renewal steps. If you need assistance 

to renew your membership, please call 

BMWCCA at 1-800-878-9292. 

 BMWCCA Dues Increase Coming – Renew NOW and Save! 
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By Sumra Manning 

E31 Chapter Member 
 

The Classic Motor Show in Birmingham England November 8-10 
 

 
 

Our cherished E31s are getting more 

recognition in the general market.  In 

November I attended the Lancaster 

Insurance Classic Car Show in 

Birmingham England with a few 

buddies.  The show is massive, with 

300 car clubs and 3000 classic cars on 

display and hundreds of vendors.  It's 

the biggest classic car show in the UK.  

featuring mostly British cars but not 

exclusively. 

 
 

The BMW Club of England booth was 

excellent, including five E31s plus the 

latest M 850 Competition to 

commemorate the 30th anniversary of 

the 8 Series.  The exhibit was entirely 

comprised of members' 840s, 850s, an 

850 CSi and the new M 850.  There 

were no other BMW models displayed, 

past or present! 
 

 

  International News 

   E31s at the Classic Motor Show,  Birmingham England 

Anniversary Event 
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BMWCCA E31 Chapter is proud to 

announce the E31 Chapter Swag 

Apparel Store. We have teamed up with 

the team at Queensboro Apparel so 

members may purchase E31 Apparel.  

Ordering is easy.  Simply choose the 

item you want in what color you wish 

and place the order.  The great people 

at Queensboro will fill the order, and 

ship it to you.  It is that easy! 

 

 
 

 

  
 

Also check out the special 30th 

Anniversary T-Shirt page.  This shirt has 

been designed in association with E31 

Clubs worldwide to celebrate the 30th 

Anniversary of the E31 8 series.   

 

 
 

 
Chapter Member Desmond Jackson from 

Lexington, Virginia in his E31 Chapter 

Jacket 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

Be sure to visit our Chapter Apparel 

Website:  

 

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com  

for chapter apparel. 

   The E31 Chapter Apparel Store 
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BMW E31 30th ANNIVERSARY T-SHIRT SALE 
Available from the BMW CCA E31 Chapter Web-Store to purchase! 

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com/c/logo/sgid/150275/filters/0 

 

                   Style # 7050S Short Sleeve:                                       Style 7139S Long Sleeve: 

                    Sale Price:  $10.95 each                                            Sale Price:   $14.95 each 

 
Black 100% heavy-weight cotton t-shirt with silkscreened E31 Chapter logo on the front chest; back of shirt with 30th Anniversary Logo and 

listing of E31 groups worldwide.  Great looking and great quality!  Shipping is $7.95 per order within the 48 States. 

 

The shirt is available from the E31 Chapter Apparel Website. This has been made in conjunction with 8er.org, and lists all the following 

BMW clubs on the shirt: Internationale 8er Gemeinschaft BMW & ALPINA E31 Club, 8Coupe.com, BMW Club 8 Serie France, BMWCCA E31 

Chapter, Club E31 Nederland, SoCalEights, BC 8’s, Club E31 Sweden, 8er.org, ClubE31 Italy, Club BMW Serie 8 Spain, 8-Fest.org, Club 

E31 Norway, AZ 8’s, SouthEast 8’s, Australian 8’s, E31Club Russia, ClubE31Worldwide Owner’s Group 

 

Check out the BMWCCAE31 Website for ordering information:  https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com 

 

E31 OWNERS- UNITE WITH THE 30th ANNIVERSARY SHIRT ! 

Remaining Inventory On Sale NOW! 

When they are gone, they are gone! 

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com/c/logo/sgid/150275/filters/0
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Editor’s Note:  Here are some storage tips gleaned from several discussion boards. 

 

It’s a sad time of year when those in 

less temperate climates must tuck their 

classic cars away from the menaces of 

salt and bad weather. Here are five 

quick storage tips to help you make 

sure your valuable car is not damaged 

while in storage; keep these in mind 

and ensure your car is ready for that 

first glorious spring drive.  

 

Check your coolant 

 

Water expands as it freezes, and that 

expansion packs enough power to split 

engine blocks. If you run straight water 

in your cooling system, now is the time 

to drain it before you end up with an 

unintentional two-piece engine block. 

Storing with zero coolant in the system 

is one option, but that allows the walls 

of the metal surfaces to corrode and 

may lessen the efficiency of the cooling 

system. 

 

Filling with a standard 50/50 mix—

that’s 50-percent antifreeze and 50-

percent water—is a safe way to protect 

the engine block from freezing, even to 

temperatures as low at -45 degrees 

Fahrenheit. Plus, the coolant also 

contains additives to prevent corrosion 

from taking place inside the cooling 

system. If your system is already full, 

be sure to check the condition of the 

coolant with test strips or a hydrometer 

to ensure it is still in serviceable 

condition.   

 

Change the oil 

 

The oil in your engine may look clean 

on the dipstick, but that lubricating 

fluid also picks up byproducts of 

combustion which are less visible but 

still damaging to the inside of an 

engine. A quick oil change before 

storage will ensure the lifeblood of 

your engine is helping the condition of 

the metal components, not hurting 

them. 

 

Change the oil and filter, run the 

engine to temperature to distribute the 

fresh oil throughout the engine, and 

boil off any water that was in the 

crankcase before shutting the ignition 

off for the season. Come spring, take 

the first drive on this oil and then 

change it again. 

 

Inflate the tires 

 

Tires are meant for driving; sitting in 

once place can be tough on them. 

There are two options for ensuring 

your treads will be ready come 

spring—overinflation, or placing the 

car on jack stands. 

 

Overinflating the tires is my preferred 

method, as it still allows me to move the 

vehicle if needed. Adding 5–10 psi of 

pressure over the factory-

recommended specification will help 

each tire keep its shape through the 

season and also help compensate for 

any temperature-related pressure 

loss, since tires can lose roughly 1 psi 

per each 10-degree drop in the 

thermometer (Fahrenheit). 

 

If you choose to place the vehicle on 

jack stands, the best practice is to 

make sure the suspension is not 

hanging. A car’s suspension is 

designed to be compressed, to some 

degree or another, under the weight of 

the vehicle, so putting the vehicle on 

jack stands puts the suspension under 

abnormal stress.  

 

Top off the tank 

 

The air we breathe has a small amount 

of moisture in it, and if you leave space 

for air in the metal gas tank of your 

favorite ride, that moisture can 

condense and produce rust and 

corrosion. To keep that process at bay, 

top up the tank prior to putting the car 

in storage. 

 

What exactly should you fill that tank 

with? For anything running gasoline, 

it’s worth the extra effort to find 

ethanol-free fuel. With little-to-no 

ethanol content, the fuel ages 

significantly better and also does not 

cause corrosion inside carburetors the 

way E10 (gasoline with 10-percent 

ethanol content) fuels do. 

 

Take care of the battery 

 

Adding some type of storage charger 

to a battery will make sure that, come 

spring, your hot rod will crank right to 

life. I recommend paying a little more 

up front for a brand-name version—it 

provides me peace of mind and 

comforts me that my car won’t catch 

fire in the middle of the night while I am 

dreaming of curvy roads. I also know 

folks who have had good luck with 

cheaper versions, though.  

 

Make it look nice—then cover it up 

 

Once all the technical items are taken 

care of, get out the cleaning products. 

Wash and wax, vacuum and wipe 

down. Don’t leave anything on the 

paint or in the interior that you would 

not want to become permanent. Once 

the paint surface is clean and sealed 

with a fresh coat of wax, add a car 

cover for extra protection (Hagerty 

Drivers Club members get a discount 

on California Car Covers) while 

moving around the car during the 

season. 

 

One author said they have used Bay 

Leaves. Absolutely no problems since 

they started using them in the camper 

or either of his cars. And no smell for 

the people with allergies who can’t 

stand the dryer sheet smell. 

 

Some suggest leaving the doors, hood 

and trunk cracked open (ie. closed, 

but not tight) keeps to the rubber seals 

in perfect condition. A wipe with a 

  Tech Corner 

   Winter Storage Tips For Your Car 
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good rubber protection product (like 

Meguire’s 36) or Vaseline before 

makes it even better. 

 

It is sad to say, but always assume you 

are putting away the car for more than 

just the season. Prepare for it to be 

stored for a few years, because you 

never know what may pop up and 

prevent you from reviving the car 

come spring; a new purchase that 

takes priority, a move to a new house—

any number of things can block the 

path to waking a slumbering classic. If 

properly stored, your future self will 

thank current you for making life 

easy.for gear oil. 

 

 

 
By Roger Wray 

Editor, E31 News 

 

Happy New Year and welcome to the 

Roaring 20’s!  Looking back, I don’t 

know what happened to 2019.  Quite a 

memorial year, and the 30th Anniversary 

of our E31 8’s.   

 

With the introduction of the new 8 

series, I guess we need to qualify our 8’s 

as E31 8’s.  But, at least we do not have 

to qualify which 8 we have – Coupe, 

Grand Coupe, Convertible.  Quite 

frankly, I do not know what BMW was 

thinking of when they designated the 

new numbering series. 3 Series used to 

be small, 5 series medium, and 7 series 

the large cars.  6 and 8’s were the big 

coupes, with the 8 being the Marque 

BMW.  Then, odd numbers were 4 

doors, even numbers were 2 doors…oh 

but wait, then they introduced Grand 

Coupe 4 door even number cars, and 

the “new” numbering system simply 

flew out the window. 

 

And, has anyone seen those HUGE 

kidney grills on the new BMW’s?  

Marketing has told BMW that everyone 

wants those HUGE kidney grills.  I don’t 

know who they polled, but every BMW 

enthusiast I have spoken with (including 

local BMW Dealership salesmen) hates 

the big grills.  Well….NO THANK YOU!  

We can all rejoice the fact that we have 

one of the most beautiful 2 door coupes 

(and an even numbered one at that!) 

BMW ever made.  We don’t have to 

worry about Coupe, Grand Coupe, 

Convertible, or what ever.  We have the 

best – the E31!  Plus, it has those SMALL 

kidney grills.  Arguably the E31 (along 

with the M1) has one of the best looking 

noses ever placed on a BMW.   

 

All right…enough of my even year rant! 

 

Reading Jerry Sullivan’s account of 

picking up his “new” 8 brought back 

memories of when we purchased our 

first 850 in 2004.  I picked up our 850 in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, and drove it 

back to Florida.  Great road trip, and it 

was then that I first experienced how 

much the 8’s love to cruise (sometimes 

at speeds which they shouldn’t!). 

 

2020 brings us elections for President 

and Secretary.  Within this issue are the 

guldelines as outlined in the E31 

Chapter By-Laws.  As per our By-Laws, 

the President must be selected from 

currerntly sitting board members, but 

that leaves the position of Secretary 

open for everyone. 

 

For those of you on the east coast, the 

date has been announced for the SE 

Shark Fest.  Last year we had a large 

contingent of E31’s there as they 

celebrated the 30th Anniversary.  The 

date is listed in the upcoming events 

listing on page 2. 

 

SoCalEights and BC 8’s has several 

events coming up this spring, so those 

of you out west check them out. 

 

If you are planning an 8 event, let us 

know and we can help spread the word.  

For Chapter sponsored events, we can 

get them listedin the ROUNDEL.  Also, 

take pictures and send in information on 

your get together.  Everyone likes to 

read what others are doing. 

 

And, always remember, it is the cars 

that bring us together, but it’s the 

people that make us who we are.  Enjoy 

the New Year! 

 

 
 

 

 The Tail Lights 
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