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BMW CCA E31 is a non-profit South Carolina Corporation.  It is a chapter 
of BMW Car Club of America and is not connected in any manner with 
Bayerische Motoren Works AG or the importer.  The 'E31 NEWS' is the 
publication of BMW CCA E31 and is available electronically to all members 
in good standing.  All contents shall remain the property of BMW CCA E31 
unless otherwise credited.  Information supplied is provided by the 
members and for the members only.  The ideas, suggestions and opinions 
in articles are those of the Club unless otherwise credited.  The Club 
assumes no liability for any of the information contained herein.  None of 
the information bears the status of "Factory Approved" unless so 
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BMWCCA Oktoberfest, Oct 15 – 19 
         Spartanburg, SC 
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      North Vancouver, Canada 
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By Steffen Staiger               

President, E31 Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Going to keep it short this time so I 

can take the 8 out and do some 

cruising.  

 

Once again, I looked out the window 

and the leaves are turning colors, yep 

Fall is here again. It seems like only 

yesterday that we were dusting off 

our 8’s from their winter hibernation, 

looking forward to the beautiful 

weather for some incredible drives.  

For a few, it signaled warmer weather 

in which to work on bringing your 8’s 

up to speed. Now we are looking at 

putting them away again for the 

winter, well, most of us anyway. 

Those fortunate enough to be able to 

drive year-round are the envy of 

everyone else. 

 

We have been seeing some new 

members join our chapter, and I 

would like to thank those individuals 

and say “Welcome”. We are slowly 

gaining new members, so let’s all get 

out there and help spread the word.  

If any of you are doing small get-

togethers, please take the time to 

snap some pics and send them to our 

Newsletter Editor, Roger Wray so 

that we can include them in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Hope everyone stays safe and enjoys 

their E31’s as much as humanly 

possible. 

 

 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

BMW 850i used by Goldi Hawn in the movie “Death Becomes Her” 
 

  from the driver’s seat 
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Article and Photos By Andrew Ng 

 

 
 

 

The rain held-off just enough to make 

this end of season Wrenchfest on 

Saturday, September 14th, a drier 

gathering at Wuffer’s Garage & Spa 

(Tom’s place).   In attendance was our 

host Tom (Wuffer), Glen G., Norm H., 

Andrew N., and Tim W.   

 

 
Wuffer running diagnostics on Tim’s 850i 

 

Glen was able to drive to the 

WrenchFest his recently re-acquired 

black on black 840i- rather than his 

nice E34 M5 as he has done over the 

last two years.   

 

 
Glen and his 850i in the background 

 

 

 

He told us of all the recent, extensive 

work done by the boys at Nixon 

Automotive; which included all fluids, 

engine mounts, tie rod, wheel 

alignment, bump stops, hood struts, 

and front rondel badge replacement. 

We are glad to know he will be joining 

E31 events with an E31 in the future.  By 

the way: Happy Birthday,  Glen! 
 

A 1991 850i (Calypso Red) was brought 

to the WrenchFest by Tim W. for a GT-

1 diagnostic check-up.  In beautiful 

condition, his Canadian-spec E31 has 

56,000 km on the odometer.  His car 

was finished with a 2-stage protective 

coating at a cost of about $2000 CAD.   

 

 
Glen admiring Tim’s White Sport Seats 

 

Tim was able to confirm that this car 

was once owned by his father.  It shows 

that some cars are destined to be kept 

in the family. 

 

 
Glen and Norm 

 

Norm dropped in to ask for advice 

about material installation on the 

headliner of his 1991 850i (Silver, J-

spec).  He is submitting an application 

for British Columbia Collector Plates, 

which allow lower insurance rates for 

collector status vehicles.   

 

 
Daryl Easton brought out his hydraulically 

adjustable Cadillac Brougham! 

 

Let us hope his application goes 

through before next year’s driving 

season! 

 

 

 

  chapter news 

 BC 8’s September Wrenchfest  
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By Fern Mora 

SoCalEights President 

 
 

 
 

Many of our SoCalEights members 

look forward to Wrenchfest each year. 

Normally our Wenchfest come on the 

first Saturday in February and August 

with February being our most popular. 

Not much going on so attendance is 

normally high. This year our August 

3rd Wrenchfest was held at EF1 

Motorsport, and  our great sponsor was 

even bigger than normal.  

 

 
 

August is a high vacation month so 

normally fewer members attend. 

However this August we had 29 signed 

up to attend and only a very few were 

not there. We had three new 8 owners 

attend.  They were amazed by the 

knowledge our members possessed 

concerning our cars. These 3 new 

members raised our total membership 

to 151. Members took full advantage of 

the 3 lifts that were available.  

 

 
 

Wrenching began at 9:00AM and didn't 

end until after 5:00PM. We had eights 

all over the parking lot, inside the shop 

floor, on the lifts, and even on the 

street. So many that we had a sign up 

sheet to keep track of those needing lift 

time .  

 

 
 

One thing is true our members are not 

afraid to get their hands dirty. For 

those who came just to hang out they 

ended up helping others or learning 

something new about their car. We had 

the usual maintenance "to do list". Oil 

change, seats, sunroof, breaks, fluids, 

door handle repair, and headlights.  

Most of our members had something 

done to their gracefully aging eight.  

 

 
 

Just before noon David Miyasako the 

original  "Social 8s" leader from 2001-

2003 joined us. He was the Facilitator of 

the Southwestern states for the 2003 8-

Fest.  It had been over 15 years since I 

had seen him. Back then SoCal 8s was 

just a group of 8 owners that used to 

hang out once in a while or go to a Cars 

& Coffee meet. We were all owners 

who used to troll on Roadfly, wow that 

was a long time ago. David used to own 

a very nice white 97' 840Ci that he later 

sold.  

 
 

The camaraderie was something I truly 

enjoyed and was the main reason I 

revived the new now "SoCalEights" in 

2011. David was so excited to see how 

we have progressed since 2003 and 

how well organized we are. David 

doesn't have his 8 anymore but still 

keeps pictures of it on his Facebook 

page.  

 

 
 

 
 

Today he arrived in a Ford GT40 MK 

which is hard to believe that it's his 

daily driver and his only car. What a 

great car. Everyone swarmed over it 

and asked David tons of questions. 

Steve Kondos had a chance to get a 

quick ride. All Steve could say when he 

got back was "wow that thing is fast and 

your butt seems like it dragging on the 

street " 

 

 SoCalEights Wrenchfest at EF1 Motorsports  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 © 2019 BMW Car Club of America E31 Chapter                                                                     6 

 
 

During the morning we had coffee, 

donuts, juice, and drinks ready for 

everyone. For lunch we arranged to 

have a catering taco truck arrive 

around noon to serve us a variety of 

Mexican dishes.  It was a great hit with 

the members. Our Wrenchfests are 

always fun and rewarding.  What can 

be better than talking cars, eating 

food, and hanging out with great 

friends on a Saturday. 

 

 
 

 
 

Join SoCalEights and fellow E31 8 

series owners at the SOCAL Vintage 

BMW event affiliated with the 

BMWCCA Los Angeles Chapter  

November 2, 2019. 
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By Antonin Teyssier 

BMW Club Serie 8 President

 

 
 

In September BMW Club Serie 8 

France  held a 3 day rally in the French 

countryside to celebrate the 30th 

Anniversary of the BMW 8 Series.  

Organized by BMW Club Serie 8 

France President Antonin Teyssier, 42 

participants attended.  

  

 
 

On Friday afternoon the group met at 

the Bristol Union Hotel, which served 

as the headquarters for the tour.  It was 

then off to visit Mount St. Michel, 

followed by a dinner in St. Malo.  

 

  

 

On Saturday, the group took a guided 

tour of the city of Dinan, then headed to 

Dinard for lunch at the Yacht Club.   

 

 
 

After strolling to Cape Fréhel and 

visiting the lighthouse, the group 

drove to Nessay castle near St Briac sur 

Mer for a cocktails around 6pm.  The 

group then return to St Malo for a 

dinner inside the city. 

 

  International News 

   BMW Club Serie 8 France E31 Anniversary Event 
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On Sunday, the group had some free 

time to visit to St Malo in the morning, 

then they were off to Pointe du Grouin.  

There, all experienced an excellent 

lunch in Cancale before returning to St. 

Malo.. 

 

 
 

Attending the event was Philippe G., 

Gilles D., Simon B., David D., Patrick 

A., Richard J., Benjamin D., Mickaël P., 

Jacques P., Cyril P., Philippe T., Patrick 

L., Marc P., Françoise S., Damien F., 

Patrice A., Alain N., Jean A, Laurent M 

and Antonin T.  Twenty cars 

participated in the beautiful ride. 

  

 

 
 

  

 
 

BMW 850 I 
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BMWCCA E31 Chapter is proud to 

announce the E31 Chapter Swag 

Apparel Store. We have teamed up with 

the team at Queensboro Apparel so 

members may purchase E31 Apparel.  

Ordering is easy.  Simply choose the 

item you want in what color you wish 

and place the order.  The great people 

at Queensboro will fill the order, and 

ship it to you.  It is that easy! 

 

 
 

 

  
 

Also check out the special 30th 

Anniversary T-Shirt page.  This shirt has 

been designed in association with E31 

Clubs worldwide to celebrate the 30th 

Anniversary of the E31 8 series.   

 
 

 
Chapter Member Desmond Jackson from 

Lexington, Virginia in his E31 Chapter 

Jacket 

 
 

 

 
  

Be sure to visit our Chapter Apparel 

Website:  

 

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com  

for chapter apparel. 

  

   The E31 Chapter Apparel Store 
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BMW E31 30th ANNIVERSARY T-SHIRTS 

Available from the BMW CCA E31 Chapter Web-Store to purchase! 

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com/c/logo/sgid/150275/filters/0 

 
                               Style # 7050S Short Sleeve: $17.95                                        Style 7139S Long Sleeve: $24.95 each 

 

Black 100% heavy-weight cotton t-shirt with silkscreened E31 Chapter logo on the front chest; back of shirt with 30th Anniversary Logo and 

listing of E31 groups worldwide.  Great looking and great quality!  Shipping is $7.95 per order within 

48 States. 

 

The shirt is available from the E31 Chapter Apparel Website. This has been made in conjunction with 8er.org, and lists all the following 

BMW clubs on the shirt: Internationale 8er Gemeinschaft BMW & ALPINA E31 Club, 8Coupe.com, BMW Club 8 Serie France, BMWCCA E31 

Chapter, Club E31 Nederland, SoCalEights, BC 8’s, Club E31 Sweden, 8er.org, ClubE31 Italy, Club BMW Serie 8 Spain, 8-Fest.org, Club 

E31 Norway, AZ 8’s, SouthEast 8’s, Australian 8’s, E31Club Russia, ClubE31Worldwide Owner’s Group 

 

Check out the BMWCCAE31 Website for ordering information:  https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com 

 

E31 OWNERS- UNITE WITH THE 30th ANNIVERSARY SHIRT ! 
 

 
 

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com/c/logo/sgid/150275/filters/0
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If you have a product you would like to recommend to fellow E31 owners, please write up your recommendations, and send them to:  

newsletter@bmwccae31.com 

 

 
By Tom Jacobsmeyer 

 

My As a part of our ongoing effort to 

help you maintain your E31 as the best 

it can be we're providing this 

information on paint sealants. It's 

summertime and our paint takes a 

beating in the sun and heat so it's 

always a good idea to keep that shine 

on especially when you want to display 

it at a C&C or a show. There are a lot of 

different products available which can 

create angst (I hate angst) and it made 

me do some internet wandering, and 

then I started reading and 

then....  Well, here's the result of all 

that. Hope you enjoy it. 

 

We did some research and reviewed 

quite a few websites to try and 

discover which of the gazillion 

products for sealing your paint might 

be the best. We found a nice selection 

of the top three that kept showing up at 

the top of everyone's lists.  These are 

easy to apply, not the kind that require 

a great deal of preparation prior to 

application. They do have a shorter life 

term on the surface of the car than 

some of the more expensive and 

involved applications that are also on 

the market. And if you're really, really 

into your car surface being the best it 

can be you can read this article that 

'explains everything and eliminates the 

"razzle dazzle". 

 

So with all of that info here is the review 

that gave the best info on which of the 

many sealants might be the best 

performers: https://paintsprayermag.

com/best-car-paint-sealants/ . Their 

top three seemed to match with most of 

the reviews with these being the best 

of the many available. I like the info 

they provide as it seems a bit more 

thought out than some of the others. 

 

These three were always in the top 

group of "the best". 

 

 
Wolfgang WG-5500 Deep Gloss 

 

 

 
Meguiar’s M21 Mirror Glaze 

 

 
CarGuys Hybrid Wax Sealant 

 

We used a number of sites to do the 

evaluation so read away if you'd like. 

My preference ended up to be the 

Meguiar's 21 Mirror Glaze since I've 

used a number of other Meguiar's 

products and have found them to be 

pretty reliable.  BTW - we don't get any 

money for these recommendations, 

nor do any of our relatives work there 

 

 
 

 

  Product Review 

   Paint Sealants 
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Article by Mike Bumbeck  

Courtesy Haggerty.com 

 
Editor’s Note:  Like many of you, I do much of my own wrenching in the garage.  Here is an excellent reminder of equipment that we need to use 

every time we work on our 8’s.  It is easy to get complacent, but the consequences of ignoring basic safety can last a lifetime. 

 

Professional auto shops go far to 

prevent injury and potential health 

issues in the workplace, but the DIY 

automotive enthusiast can stock up on 

toxic solvents, paint, and potentially 

dangerous equipment with zero 

guidance for safety. The shop steward 

is not likely to walk into your garage or 

driveway and chew you out for not 

wearing a respirator or safety glasses, 

so we’ve put together a collection of 

inexpensive safety equipment ideas 

and tips that can literally save your skin 

so you can live to wrench another day.  
 

1. Glasses   
 

Battery acid, hot motor oil, flying tools, 

and chunks of road crud falling off 

suspensions can irreparably harm 

human eyeballs. Quality protective 

eyewear can be purchased for well 

under a sawbuck and comes in a 

variety of styles. If hi-vis Xtreme safety 

glasses aren’t quite your thing, these 

traditional Bouton safety specs with 

mesh screen side protectors are still 

being manufactured. Full face shields 

offer another level of protection for 

running angle grinders, wire wheels, 

or similar; and a set of hearing 

protectors now will prevent ear 

trumpets later. Make sure any eye 

protection is rated for chemical use.  
 

2. Mask   
 

Flying wrenches can be dodged, but 

it’s what you can’t see that can cause 

long-term health problems. A 

cartridge respirator stops unseen 

fumes and particulates from solvents, 

spray paint, and other aerosol 

products from getting into your lungs 

and blood. This mask did its job and 

trapped gunk in the filters and fumes in 

the canisters. Disposable face masks 

are OK for small dusty jobs, but when it 

comes to clouds of rust, nasty fumes, 

and catalyzed paints, step up to a fitted 

respirator. Test for proper fit by 

waving something pungent yet 

harmless around the edges of the mask 

section before unleashing six cans of 

brake cleaner.  
 

3. Gloves   
 

Slathering up in jet black motor oil or 

molasses-thick gear oil might seem the 

Chuck Norris thing to do, especially 

with your car on those new macho 

ramps, but soaking in contaminated 

petrochemicals is bad news. Gloves 

are the answer for keeping toxic 

agents off skin and out of blood. Latex 

gloves don’t stand up to oil-based 

chemicals.  

 

Nitrile gloves can hold out a bit longer. 

Step up to the rhino-hide-thick 

chemical gloves if a can of carburetor 

dip or elbows-deep solvent washer 

action is in the plan. Mechanics gloves 

add knuckle-busting protection with 

some cushion and grip, and coveralls 

go beyond hands for stylish protection. 

Sturdy shoes are another solid 

investment. 

4. Fire kit   

 

Gasoline, motor oil, and other 

automotive combustibles are once 

difficult and easy to light on fire. 

Disconnecting the battery and 

covering the terminals prevents errant 

sparks, and relocating any containers 

of fuel or solvents away from the work 

area is always good practice. One 

spark or chunk of hot welding slag can 

turn a motor oil drain tray into a flame-

and-oil spewing short-range rocket as 

combustion gases take the only route 

out through the pour plug. (Don’t ask 

how we know this.) Invest in at least 

one fire extinguisher and mount it 

within easy reach. As always, remove 

the gold band Rolex or studded 

wristbands before wrenching.  
 

5. Jacks   
 

Drive-on ramps work for oil changes 

and other more routine tasks, but 

stepping up to a jack and jack stands 

takes things to the next level for 

suspension or brake work. Crawling 

under a car or truck supported by a 

creaky old jack can kill you. A stout set 

of jack stands can help stop a pre-

apocalyptic Max Rockatansky from 

lowering the car onto your chest to get 

information on the Toecutter and his 

gang of Kawasaki Z1-riding 

miscreants. Always check to see if the 

vehicle is securely supported with a 

good lateral shake test before crawling 

under and spelunking for gear oil. 

 

 

  Tech Corner 

  5 DIY Safety Tips for You and your Garage 
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By Roger Wray 

Editor, E31 News 

 

What in the world happened to summer.  

I don’t know about you all, but here in 

Florida we sure did get to exercise that 

20 something year old A/C on the Eight! 

 

Fall seems to be a busy time as we look 

forward to holidays, and it is an 

excellent time to make out that wish list 

and start shopping around.  Many 

dealers and outlets will give BMWCCA 

members discounts, so do not be afraid 

to ask!  If you plan on polishing up the 8 

this winter, Griots Garage offers BMW 

CCA members a discount on their 

products. 

 

As you receive this newsletter, 

Oktoberfest has just wrapped up.  Our 

Event Coordinator, Michael Barrett was 

in attendance with his wife, where she 

“modeled” our 30th Anniversary Shirt.  

From early reports, she was the hit of the 

show.  Michael handed out information 

on our chapter, as well as how to order 

our shirts. 

 

For those of you out west, look into 

attending the  2019 Southern California 

Vintage BMW meeting.  They will be 

honoring the 30th Anniversary of the 

E31.  Contact information is listed on our 

table of contents page.  Also check out 

SoCalEights – they are coordinating a 

big contengent of 8’s attending. 

 

As a reminder, if you have purchased a 

30th Anniversary T-shirt, take a picture 

of you and send it in.  I will continue to 

compile photos of everyone celebrating 

the anniversary.  If you have not yet 

purchased a special 30th Anniversary T-

shirt, consider doing so – it will only be 

available for a couple months more, and 

once it is gone….its gone!  Be sure to 

order yours today and join the E31 

Community worldwide in showing our 

combined pride of this special year.  

Details are listed here in the newsletter. 

 

And, always remember, it is the cars 

that bring us together, but it’s the 

people that make us who we are.  Enjoy 

your fall! 

 

 
 
 

 

 The Tail Lights 
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BMW CCA E31 Chapter 
P.O. Box 8324 

Columbia, SC  29202 
 


