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By Steffen Staiger               

President, E31 Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope all 8ers had a wonderful 

holiday and that you tried to at least 

incorporate your 8 in the festivities. 

This coming year brings us to the big 

Three-O for our cars and we are 

working on a gathering to 

commemorate this event. Many of 

you were present at the 20th 

Celebration, and the 30th should be 

similar, if not better.  

We have seen a continued increase in 

membership, and for that I would like 

to thank everyone – keep spreading 

the word! If anyone is going to be 

having mini-wrenchfest or other 8-

related get-togethers, please do let 

us know and remember to take pics, 

we would love to hear what everyone 

is doing. 

 

Keep the shiny side up!,  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Sun Sets on Southeast 8’s in Florida 

 
                     The  official website of the BMWCCA E31 Chapter 

  from the driver’s seat 
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BMWCCA E31 Chapter is proud to 
announce the E31 Chapter Swag 
Apparel Store. We have teamed up 
with the team at Queensboro Apparel 
so members may purchase E31 
Apparel.  Ordering is easy.  Simply 
choose the item you want in what 
color you wish and place the order.  
The great people at Queensboro will 
fill the order, and ship it to you.  It is 
that easy! 

 
 

 
 

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com 

 
 
Also check out the special 30th 
Anniversary T-Shirt page.  This shirt 
has been designed in association with 
E31 Clubs worldwide to celebrate the 
30th Anniversary of the E31 8 series.  
(note:  if this page is unavailable when 
you check, please visit the chapter 
website shortly, as we anticipate this 
special page to be available by the end 
of January) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Be sure to visit our new website at: 

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com 
for chapter apparel.   

  chapter news 

  Announcing the E31 Chapter Apparel Store 
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By Tom Jacobsmeyer and Alex Tock 

Editor’s note:  This article combines Tom’s article as well as Alex’ write-up from BMWCCA 
 
Braving Los Angeles traffic always 

seems worth it for a certain BMW-

themed event that takes place every 

fall near Van Nuys. I’m referring to 

the SoCal Vintage BMW meet, of 

course, a perennial gathering that 

never seems to disappoint. The 2018 

edition was like any other, but with a 

marked increase in attendance and 

vendor presence compared with 

2016. (CCA Oktoberfest attendees 

will recall that our own yearly 

gathering was held later than usual 

during 2017, which precluded a visit 

to SCV.) 

 

 
 

Although the cutoff year of 1990 

continues to shrink in the rearview 

mirror to almost 30 years ago now, 

the enthusiasm for classic and 

vintage BMWs of all sorts shows no 

signs of tapering off. On the first 

Saturday in November 2018, the chill 

morning air that had settled on the 

expansive lawn of Woodley Avenue 

Park was punctuated by the distinct 

smell of carbureted exhaust fumes 

leaving the tailpipes of hundreds of 

different BMWs, all in various states 

of preservation—or the exact 

opposite.  

 

Arrayed by chassis platform code 

and spread out in what could be 

thought of as chronological order, 

enthusiasts of all different  

backgrounds modulated their 

clutches and feathered their cable- 

actuated throttles as they formed row 

upon row. 

 
 

SoCalEights all showed up at our 

usual meetup at the corner lot on 

Woodley Ave and Victory Blvd. at 

7:30AM near the mostly famous 

Henry’s Charbroiler, a notable local 

restaurant, home of the pretty-darn-

good breakfast gyro. We’re always 

fired up for the “roll-in” and create 

anticipation for the event. There is 

also chat and spool-up with cartalk 

before we move out. We were joined 

by some newer members for the 

short trip down the street to Woodley 

Park in Van Nuys CA and they fell in 

line like pros. SoCalEights has 

become pretty adept at the convoy 

from place to place; we’ve had a lot of 

experience with it over the years.   

 

 
Lining up to Head ‘em out! 

 

We rolled out in an impressive line of 

8 cars making it all the way down to 

the park entry…this is where things 

went sideways, almost literally. The 

traffic guy at the entrance had us go 

to the right this time and we thought 

“oh, we must have a new plan” (we 

always go to the left and pre-stage for 

the entry).  When we moved down 

the parking lot it was obvious (by all 

the 2002’s) that we had been sent the 

wrong way. Parking was difficult and 

we were completely split up. It took 

some creative driving to get back to 

the correct entrance (there are two 

into the venue), driving against traffic 

certainly frustrating some of the 2002 

crowd. Jeff (one of the organizers) 

came by and apologized for the mix-

up, the parking guy got confused. 

Maybe he’d not seen an E31 before? 

 

 
Waiting in line 

 

 So after about 20 minutes we started 

the procession to the display area. 

The grass has improved somewhat 

but could still be better. Right after all 

the cars were parked all the dusting 

implements came out of trunks 

everywhere. This was a pretty much 

the requirement for the day with most 

people giving up as a lost cause by 

noon. I know the SoCal Vintage BMW 

organizers were frustrated as well 

but they had no control over the city’s 

watering plan. We had a pretty 

decent showing with about 12 cars 

stacked in one area. We got a prime 

location near the stage and had some 

shade most of the day. We were 

pretty comfortable for the entire day 

and had a nice base location to 

venture out into the show. 

 

After everyone was parked there 

were more than 350 participants for 

the event. This event gets bigger 

every year and has become an LA 

area mini-Bimmerfest. The number 

and variety of BMW’s is pretty 

amazing. This meet is for pre-1989 

BMW’s and is pretty widely 

represented. There was a nice 

selection of vendors this year, it’s 

always fun to wander and see what 

parts fit your pocketbook.  

 

 
A beautiful lineup of E31’s 

 

  SoCalEights visit the 11th Annual SoCal Vintage BMW Meet 
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The scene is one that is replicated on 

almost any given weekend in various 

corners of the country to some 

degree, but there are a number of 

unique factors that have allowed 

SoCal Vintage to transition from 

another single-marque gathering to 

the kind of enthusiast’s paradise that 

encompasses more than the name of 

the event suggests. First off is the 

sheer scale; only a few other events 

bring more BMWs together in one 

place, and even fewer focus on the 

vintage models that continue to serve 

as cornerstones of the brand today. 

 

Second—but a close contender for 

first—is the wide variety of what 

you’ll be treated to when making the 

rounds through the rows of cars. As 

my own appreciation and interest 

have grown and broadened, it seems 

that so, too, has the type of metal 

showing up at SoCal Vintage. 

Whether you’re into the rarest of the 

rare, or cleanly executed engines 

swaps and high-dollar restorations, 

at least a few people will have 

brought something that piques your 

interest. 

 

 
SoCalEights E31’s 

 

2002s, E9 coupes, New Class sedans, 

Sixes and 8 Series, E30s, and more, 

all coming together to sit on display, 

makes for an atmosphere like no 

other—but the cars alone don’t make 

SoCal Vintage all that it is. From the 

BMW CCA presence, which takes the 

form of dozens of members, to the 

younger enthusiasts who are just 

getting started, it’s the people that 

bring all of the elements together. 

Gawking at whatever rare or finely 

dialed-in specimen that has your 

current attention is great in itself, but 

the owner rattling off a quick 

rundown of the specifics and its 

history allow the experience to come 

full circle. Whether it’s a seasoned 

person with a recognizable name 

within the community or a fresh face 

brand-new to the scene, SoCal 

Vintage caters to all kinds. 

 

 
2002’s of all sorts…everywhere! 

 

This was also a special 2002 Edition 

celebration event with a huge 

number of those little things all over 

the place. Some really awesome and 

remarkable examples of 2002 were 

on display. 

 

California is often maligned for its 

stringent, nation-leading emissions 

regulations, but don’t let the out-of-

state naysayers fool you. The cars on 

display at SoCal Vintage, no matter 

their age or modifications, almost all 

wear California license plates, many 

of which are the only one ever 

mounted on that vehicle. Are you into 

BMW’s high-strung, twin-cam race-

derived engines of the 1980s, with 

their unmistakable M Power valve 

covers? Or do you prefer a tastefully 

modified 2002 running a pair of big 

twin-throat side-draft Webers on the 

side of its M10, and a close-ratio five-

speed swap to back it up? How about 

an immaculately preserved 3.0 sedan 

just recently imported from Europe, 

still sporting its original deep blue 

velour interior? 

 

The 1602 full cabriolet by Baur is 

quite rare, with only 1,682 made, but 

there were at least three, maybe  

 

 
1602 Baur cabriolet 

 

even four present at this year’s 

gathering—and no, that’s not 

counting the other handful of Baur 

cabriolet targa-style models. The 

2002 Turbo is even more of a rare 

sight in person, with just 1,672 made, 

but there was one highly original 

model present as well. I could go on 

and on with examples, but I think you 

get the picture. 

 

 
Beautiful E9 on display 

 

Don’t forget the varied color palette, 

either. Taiga or Turkis Green? Both 

were available for viewing on several 

different examples. BMW’s array of 

different blues, grays, and silvers 

was also on display, and it’s always a 

treat to arrive early so the moment 

can be captured under optimal 

lighting conditions.  

 

There were also a number of V12-

powered 8 Series wearing a few 

BMW Individual colors, butphotos 

can never do justice to the variety of 

different 1970s era colors like Sierra 

Beige, Sepia Brown, Colorado 

Orange, and others. 

 

There are plenty of examples of fit 

and finish—or tasteful patina—as 

well. While some BMWs in this crowd 

stand as near-perfect examples to 

how things were when they left the 

factory, others proudly wear their 

history, with weathered paint and 

threadbare upholstery seeming to 

have no damping effect on 

enthusiasm. It’s easy to get distracted 

by the ones that are kept to concours 

standards at all times, but it’s 

encouraging and important to bear 

witness to the real-deal cars that are 

still out there tearing up the streets on 

a daily basis. 
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Purple Haze – Jimi Hendrix would be proud! 

 

As enthusiasts, we sometimes 

struggle to convey to others what is 

so special about BMW automobiles. 

One of the best ways I’ve ever heard 

it described was that certain models 

become something that is greater 

than the sum of their parts. The 2002 

is a perfect example, because there 

are plenty of other counterparts of 

sporty yet practical cars from its era, 

like the Datsun 510 or Alfa Romeo 

Giulia Sprint, but neither strikes the 

same balance of practicality, 

performance capability, and ease of 

wrenching embodied by the BMW. 

Without getting too caught up in 

flowery language, it really is the parts 

and how they’re married together 

which makes these cars what they 

are. 

 

Another often-overlooked aspect of 

this type of event is the peripheral 

support that comes from the various 

vendors. As I mentioned above, this 

year seems like an easy contender 

for record attendance, and this was 

made possible not only by the 

throngs of BMW drivers puttering 

onto grass still soaked with morning 

dew, but also the vendors that made 

their presence known. Shift knobs, 

wheels, stickers, and suspension bits 

were on display beneath various EZ-

Up canopies, and who can forget the 

manifold that allows triple sidedraft 

Webers to be mounted on the side of 

an M20? 

 

One of the great things about this 

show is the judging…there really 

isn’t any. All cars are judged by 

participants, not “judges” so the 

awards are all based on someone 

else’s opinion as opposed to a trained 

and qualified automotive 

inspectors…we like that. It really 

involves everyone in the process. 

Judging is all done with an online 

website and the votes totaled 

automatically making the tallying a 

much more efficient and less time 

consuming process. We also get the 

results pretty quickly after the votes 

are in. Pretty darn nice. 

 

When all the ballots were counted 

SoCalEights member Alec C. scored 

the Best 8 Series displaying Dave R.’s 

nicknamed E31, “Purple Haze”, 1994 

850CSi won. Congratulations to Alec 

and Dave in keeping with the 

SoCalEights tradition of excellence! 

Oh, and some girl won Best of Show! 

What’dya know.   Congrats Haley, 

that is a really awesome 635CSi. 

 

 

 
Alec and Purple Haze with his award 

 

Contrary to other gatherings and 

events, when afternoon draws near 

and it’s time to navigate the freeways 

and traffic back to San Diego, I never 

feel as though I missed anything at 

SoCal Vintage. We all get caught up 

in conversation while making our 

rounds to see everything, but like the 

celebrated 2002 or the venerable 

E30, there’s something about the 

atmosphere of SoCal Vintage that 

embodies everything that can be 

done right at a car event, striking a 

near-perfect balance.   

 

 

 SoCal Vintage 2018 Results: 

 

Best E3:  Eric Friis, 1972 Bavaria 

 

Best 2002:  Michael Sicoli, 1970 2002 

 

Best Early/Neue Klasse:  Chirs 

Macha, 1969 2000 

Best 3 Series:  Fred Larimer, 1988 

M3 

 

Best 5 Series:  Darrin Stevenson, 

1988 535i 

 

Best 6/7 Series:  Hayley Holmes, 

1985 635 CSi 

 

Best 8 Series:  Alex Cartio, 1994 850 

CSi 

 

Best Sponsor Car:  La Jolla 

Independent, Kaelin Thompson’s 

1971 2000 Touring “Baguettemobile” 

 

Best Modified:  Steve Liu, 1991 318 

 

Best Original:  Chris Kohler, 1987 

M535i 

 

Bimmerheads Choice:  Kevin 

Kolosvari, 1972 3.0 CSi 

 

 

 
Best of Meet:   

Hayley Holmes, 1985 635 CSi 
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By BMW Group Classic  

 
The number 12 means many things to 

many people. For an engine builder, 

it is the zenith of their trade. Where 

four cylinders are the stock solution, 

six cylinders denote ambition and 

eight cylinders scream rather than 

merely voice a driver’s priorities, a 

12-cylinder engine scales rarefied 

and seldom experienced heights of 

performance and smoothness. The 

BMW 850CSi is the finest machine in 

BMW’s class of 1992, its 

extraordinary V12 powerplant now 

the stuff of legend. 

 

 
 

Reassuringly sophisticated. 

 

Engines at this end of the scale are 

major projects. 12 cylinders mean 12 

pistons, which mean 24 valves. A 

large collection of moving parts are 

required to work together with 

extreme precision. But why go to all 

that trouble when an eight-, a six- or 

even a vigorously blown four-

cylinder unit can deliver the same 

power? The answer can be found in 

those plentiful pistons; the large 

number of combustion chambers 

iron out the heavy vibrations and 

oscillations unavoidable in any 

reciprocating piston engine. Nothing 

else will run with the silken, ultra-

refined and creamy smoothness of a 

nicely-built 12-cylinder. At this end 

of the spectrum, it’s not an engine’s 

raw power that counts but the 

cosseting splendour of the driving 

experience it underpins. 

 

The art of gran turismo. 

 

The best coupes bring together 

luxury and style; like works of 

architecture or art, they in effect 

provide a commentary on their 

 
 

 
 

owners. Such cars are not afraid to 

trade a measure of practicality for 

extra freedom of design. It was Klaus 

Kapitza, working under the 

stewardship of BMW chief designer 

Claus Luthe, who sketched the 

exterior of the delectable two-door 

boasting a front end teasingly 

reminiscent of the M1. With its 

suggestion of wheel arch extensions 

and pop-up headlights, the BMW 

850CSi remains a smart and 

extremely muscular sight to this day. 

Sophisticated details like the fully 

retractable side windows (note the 

absence of B-pillars) and safety belts 

integrated into the seats are among 

the car’s distinguishing features. 

They are joined by a wealth of 

cutting-edge electronics and 

benchmark build quality. The 850CSi 

was more small-scale labour of love 

than volume-produced commercial 

exercise; it summed up the promise 

made by BMW to its customers and its 

ability to deliver the substance 

behind the headlines. 

 

State of the art. 

 

The BMW 850CSi was introduced in 

1992. The new flagship of the three-

year-old 8 Series range extracted 380 

hp from its 5.6-litre displacement and 

developed 550 Nm of torque. A 0 – 

100 km/h [62 mph] time of 5.7 

seconds (0 to 200 km/h [124 mph]: 

just under 20 sec.) made it the fastest 

8 Series model money could buy. Top 

speed was pinned to 250 km/h [155 

mph] as the engine channelled its 

power through the crisp-shifting six-

speed gearbox. 

 

The road testers of the day were duly 

impressed. As Wolfgang König wrote 

in the 3/93 issue of German car 

magazine auto motor und sport, the 

850CSi was “clearly in a league of its 

own” and “enters the echelons of 

genuinely world-class sports cars”. 

Comparing the BMW alongside two 

other well renowned 12-cylinder 

coupes, it’s verdict was 

unambiguous: “Our hot tip out of this 

12-cylinder trio is the BMW 850CSi”. 

 

 
 

1,510 units of the car were built at the 

factory in Dingolfing, Bavaria 

between 1992 and 1996. By 

comparison, over 20,000 examples of 

the 850i/850Ci rolled off the 

production line. The CSi was, after 

all, the range-topping model, a status 

reflected in its price and subsequent 

scarcity. 

 

8 Series army 

 

BMW Celebration Day in August 2016 

was attended by a surprising number 

of E31 8 Series cars, proof of the high 

regard in which the handsome coupe 

continues to be held. The BMW Club 

E31 (www.clube31.de) encompasses 

a dedicated community of died-in-

the-wool fans and now has 450 

members. 

 

Some examples of the 8 Series have 

in excess of 200,000 – 300,000 

  Twelve Angry Cylinders 
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kilometres [124,000 – 186,000 miles] 

on the clock, and owners will tell you 

that it’s possible to run a cherished 

 

 
 

850i on quite a reasonable annual 

budget. Not that you’d ever call it 

cheap, of course. Club president Ralf 

Pusch advises drivers who have had 

their head turned by one of the 

relatively large number of 850is still 

in circulation to consult an expert 

before buying. That’s one of the 

reasons why the club was founded – 

to share experiences and help out 

fellow enthusiasts.  Even in the 

company of its 8 Series siblings, the 

850CSi occupies a space very much 

its own. For starters, just try finding 

an eligible one for sale; the low 

production figure means rarity is a 

given. Sometimes it really is lonely at 

the top. 

 

 

 

 

 
2019 is the 30th Anniversary of the release of the E31 8 series.  BMW CCA has several events planned for next year, and has 

extended an invitation to the E31 Chapter to assist with events for the Anniversary.  These include Oktoberfest, Monterey, The 
Vintage, and more. SoCalEights is planning several events including a 30th Anniversary BBQ.   Sharkfest 2019 will officially 

recognize the 30th Anniversary of the E31.  Plan on making an event in your area.  Contact us at the email addresses below if 
you wish to help make the 30th Anniversary a very special year for the E31. 

 
pres@bmwccae31.com 

newsletter@bmwccae31.com 
 

Also, visit the E31 Chapter Apparel website.  It is the official worldwide site to purchase the special 30th Anniversary shirt, 
commemorating the anniversary by all E31 groups worldwide. 

Visit   https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com  for more information on the release of the 30th Anniversary T-Shirt 
 

Also, don’t forget to send a picture of your car to our Webmaster to be included in the Member Gallery on our Chapter website.  
Please send the photos to:     webmaster@bmwccae31.com   
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By Fern Mora 

President SoCalEights 

 

 
 

SoCalEights again held their Holiday 

party at the Long Beach Yacht Club 

for the 3rd consecutive year at the 

location. 

 

SoCal was warm, sunny, clear and in 

the mid seventies. We couldn't have 

had better weather and venue sitting 

along the waterfront it is beautiful 

location. It was hard for everyone 

there to believe that we were just 

days away from winter. 

 

The yacht club decorated the tables 

in the indoor deck area with very 

festive Christmas decorations. The 

most members started arriving at 

11:00 AM.  We had an hour and a half 

before the festivities began to meet 

and greet the members and their 

wives, enjoy a glass of wine and 

spend time catching up on with those 

we have not seen for a while before 

settling down for our brunch. 

 

 

 
 

Hal and Beverly Compton are long 

standing members of the Yacht club 

and have made it possible for us to 

hold our events and meetings at the 

location. The yacht club did a 

fantastic job preparing the wide 

selection of food and drinks from a 

well prepared omelet bar, many side 

dishes, to fresh rolls and fruits. It was 

truly enjoyed by all. The next half 

hour was spent as we end up often 

talking about our cars. 

 

 
 

Later I moved to the podium which 

was arranged by Hal and gave a 

welcoming speech to those in 

attendance then gave everyone a 

little history of the prior days when 

SoCal 8s as a group formed though 

Roadfly which started in 2002. That 

group later gathered at the first 8-

Fest in 2003. Most of that original 

Roadfly SoCal 8s group have sold 

their cars or moved on. After which I 

added a little history of the creation 

of the now well known SoCalEights 

and how it officially started in August 

2012 at the Karl Strauss Brewery 

meeting. 

 

 
 

Later Tom Jacobsmeyer spoke to 

announce the planned events for the 

coming year and address the picture 

presentation on a large television of 

the events we had this year. Many 

were surprised as to the amount of 

events we held or participated in 

2018 and that there were also several 

events that our ladies attended. As in 

the past we plan some events during 

the year that include our significant 

others.  

 

As we have in the past at the end of 

our party we held a raffle which 

included many BMW memorabilia 

items, shirts, and the grand prize a 

1/18 850i die cast model which was 

donated by Tom Jacobsmeyer. Any 

money that was collected goes 

towards our expenses.  

 

 
 

At the end of our party some of us 

gathered around the Christmas tree 

and took a group picture. We then 

spent some time saying our 

goodbyes and best wishes for 

another great SoCalEights coming 

year. 2018 was a great success for us 

and we are excited about attending 

the 9 events planned for 2019. 

  SoCalEights Celebrates the Holidays 
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 By: Chris Chin | Photography by: Chris Chin  

Originally published December 2, 2016 

Reprinted from AutomobileMagazine.com 

 

Behind the wheel of the roundel’s 

grunge-era halo car 

 

 
 

The BMW 8 Series recently became 

the talk of the town when rumors 

suggesting that it was making a 

comeback surfaced. If true, it means 

the revival of a nameplate that first 

surfaced at the Frankfurt Motor Show 

in September 1989. To explain why 

this is a big deal, we hunted down an 

original 8 Series for a test drive. 

 

BMW launched the E31 in 850i flavor 

with a 5.0-liter V-12 good for 295 hp 

and 332 lb-ft of torque under the 

hood. It was the only version 

available until 1992, when two 

additional models joined the lineup: 

the V-8-powered 840Ci and the BMW 

M-modified 850CSi. Despite a mixed 

reception from critics, the M-tuned 

850CSi stood out as the one to 

remember. 

 

 
 

The 8 Series was in production for 10 

years, with 30,621 cars making it off 

the line. Of those, 7,232 found a North 

American home between 1989 and 

1997. The 850CSi is by far the rarest 

version. A total of 1,510 were made, 

with only 225 reaching the States in 

1994 and 1995. That may quantify the 

8 Series’ rarity in numbers, but the 

amount of heads it turns also speaks 

for its unfamiliarity. Fittingly 

nicknamed “the wedge,” the 8 

Series’ unique slab-like shape 

eloquently stands out in a sea of 

overdesigned 21st century 

econoboxes, especially with its 

hideaway pop-up headlights. The CSi 

ground effects kit visually lowers the 

car and larger wheels give a more 

aggressive stance. 

 

 
 

In terms of size, the footprint of the 

E31 compares closely to that of the 

current 6 Series coupe, minus four 

inches in length and a couple inches 

in both width and height. Interior 

space is a bit limited by virtue of the 

car’s sleek shape, meaning that the 

2+2-style rear seating is best used as 

a parcel shelf. But the cocooning, 

cockpit-like interior and BMW’s 

signature driver-oriented dashboard 

are perfect for the two front 

occupants. The lovely leather sport 

buckets are both supportive and 

comfortable, and from them, 

visibility is strong all around. 

 

 
 

Turning the key two notches 

annunciates BMW’s familiar 

dashboard tone. The fuel pumps 

quietly hiss far in the background as 

they prime themselves for action. 

Twisting a third click engages the 

futuristic-sounding starter, whirring 

the 5.6-liter V-12 to life. 

 

 
 

Versus the standard 850i’s 5.0-liter V-

12 (shared with the E32 750iL), the 

850CSI’s version received lighter 

pistons, a forged crankshaft, and 

more aggressive camshafts with freer 

flowing exhaust and intake. It was 

bored and stroked to increase 

displacement to 5.6 liters, 

compression was increased, and 

heavier duty engine and differential 

coolers were fitted, all compliments 

of the BMW Motorsport division. 

Power jumped to 375 hp while torque 

increased to 420 lb-ft. The extent of M 

modifications earned this engine the 

coveted “S” designation code, 

signifying its official status as a true 

BMW Motorsport product. Dubbed 

S70B56, this engine was also the 

basic platform for the V-12 in the 

McLaren F1. 

 

 
 

A long-throw six-speed manual 

sourced from Getrag was the only 

transmission on offer in the CSi; when 

it first appeared in the 850i, this 

gearbox gained the distinction of 

being the first six-speed manual to be 

paired with a V-12 in a production 

  Classic Drive:  1994 BMW 850CSi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.automobilemag.com/author/chris-chin/
https://www.automobilemag.com/author/chris-chin/
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road car. No matter the gear or 

speed, the mill bears no hesitance to 

hustle every one of its dozen pistons. 

The clutch is heavy and while 

acceleration isn’t astonishing, the 

speedo climbs blissfully to 60 mph in 

slightly less than six seconds. 

 

 
 

The 8 Series was among the first cars 

to use electronic throttle control 

(drive-by-wire) and the V-12 

versions used two ECUs, one for each 

bank of cylinders. Because of the 

amount of processing power 

demanded by the 8 Series, BMW 

teamed up with Bosch to create an 

entirely new wiring system for all of 

the microcomputers needed to run 

the car. Ranging from engine 

management to the convenience 

systems that operate all of the 

amenities, these computers allowed 

the 8 Series to do neat things like 

automatically lower its windows 

when opening the doors. 

 

 

To handle it all, the 8 Series 

pioneered the use of a CAN 

(Controller Area Network) system in 

an automobile — a series of 

microcontroller nodes networked to 

a function without needing a central 

host computer. This enables the 

nodes to operate independently from 

each other while communicating vital 

information, providing easier 

diagnosis for errors. The 8 Series’ 

CAN bus network ultimately became 

a precursor to what we now know as 

OBD or On-Board Diagnostics. 

 

 
 

Unlike the robots on wheels of today, 

the 850CSi feels more natural than 

breathing, epitomizing how a well-

sorted machine should feel like an 

analog extension of your body. The 

standard 8 Series focuses more on its 

grand tourer persona, but the 850CSi 

wrings out the chassis’ full potential 

with stiffer shocks and springs. Even 

with the massive all-aluminum lump 

up front and 4,100 pounds to lug 

around, the 850CSi hosts a magical 

balance of exquisitely precise 

handling, a compliant ride, vault-like 

stability, and a naturally sharp turn-

in. No button-adjustable suspension 

or steering settings to mess with 

here. And that tiller is a revelation for 

feel and weight, a total throwback to 

when hydraulic assist was the norm. 

 

 
 

Sadly, no U.S.-specification 850CSi 

came with the European model’s 

bespoke active four-wheel steering 

system. After owning both versions, 

the owner of this 41,200-mile U.S.-

spec car said that he slightly prefers 

the European car’s handling. 

 

 
 

The 850CSi left me with bittersweet 

feelings. The 8 Series might be 

making a comeback, but the march of 

time and “progress” prohibits us 

from ever seeing one quite like the 

original again. Its unique shape, 

rarity, technological prowess and 

performance are seductive, but it’s 

the treatment from Munich’s famed 

BMW Motorsport division that 

elevates the 850CSI’s status to one of 

BMW’s most legendary machines 

and my personal dream car. 

 

1994 BMW 850CSi Specifications  
Engine: 5.6L DOHC 48-valve V-2/375 p/420 lb-ft 

Transmission: 6-speed manual 

Layout: 2-door, 4-passenger, front-engine, RWD coupe 

L x W x H: 188.2 x 73.0 x 52.4 in 

Wheelbase: 105.7 in 

Weight: 4,111 lb 

0-60 MPH: 5.9 sec (est) 

Top Speed: 155 mph(electronically governed) 

 

 

Original Article:  https://www.automobilemag.com/news/1994-bmw-850csi-classic-drive-review/ 
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We are pleased that the new 30th 

Anniversary shirt is now at the printer 

and will be ready to order in 2 weeks. 

This shirt will be available in both 

long and short sleeve. Here is the 

price:  

 

Short Sleeve $17.95(XXL will be an 

additional $2.00) 

 

Long Sleeve $24.95(XXL will be an 

additional $2.00) 

 

Prices will be plus shipping and 

handling direct from the 

manufacturer.  

 

The shirt will be available from the 

new E31 Website as soon as it is 

available. This has been made in 

conjunction with 8er.org, and lists all 

the following BMW clubs on the shirt: 

Internationale 8er Gemeinschaft 

BMW & ALPINA E31 Club, 

8Coupe.com, BMW Club 8 Serie 

France, BMWCCA E31 Chapter, Club 

E31 Nederland, SoCalEights, BC 8’s, 

Club E31 Sweden, 8er.org, ClubE31 

Italy, Club BMW Serie 8 Spain, 8-

Fest.org, Club E31 Norway, AZ 8’s, 

SouthEast 8’s, Australian 8’s, E31Club 

Russia, ClubE31Worldwide Owner’s 

Group 

 

Check the BMWCCAE31 Website the 

end of January for ordering 

information:  

https://bmwccae31.qbstores.com

 

 
 

 
  If you have a product you would like to recommend to fellow E31 owners, please write up your recommendations, and 

send them to:  newsletter@bmwccae31.com 

 

 
By Henry Christoff 

 

NOTE: I am not affiliated with Auto 

Glym or any companies that sell Auto 

Glym products. 

 

If, like me, you want the glass on your 

8 Series to shine and be streak-free. 

You have tried many different glass 

cleaning products that promise 

streak-free results.  However, I am 

often disappointed with the promised 

claims of “streak-free” results.  A few 

years ago I came upon Auto Glym 

Car Glass Polish.  At around $16.00 

for 325ml, it’s not inexpensive; but 

sometimes quality products are 

worth the extra cost.  From extensive 

personal experience, I can say the 

Auto Glym Glass Polish delivers  

 

 

 
 

streak-free glass.  It’s easy to use.  

Shake well and apply the creamy 

fluid to a 100% cotton or microfiber 

cloth.  Apply in a circular motion to 

the glass, covering completely with a 

thin film.  Allow to dry to a white haze. 

Remove the haze with a soft, 100% 

cotton or microfiber cloth.  Presto- 

crystal clear, streak-free glass! This 

product works extremely well on 

interior glass that often has a film 

from air conditioner use or off 

gassing of plastics and leather.  I was 

impressed the first time I used this 

product and I think you will be too.  

The down side of this product is the 

white dust particles that can be left 

behind as you wipe the dried product 

off the glass.  That’s easy to wipe 

away, however.  Additionally, it is 

difficult to remove the dried white 

product from black rubber, black 

plastic trim or dash tops if you should 

inadvertently swipe or spill the 

product on to these surfaces.  To 

clean this up, I use a damp cloth and 

sometimes a tooth brush to get into 

nooks.   

 

Auto Glym Car Glass Polish can be 

purchased from several internet 

sources including Amazon.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

   

  30th Anniversary Worldwide T-shirt Information 

 product review 

  Auto Glym Car Glass Polish 
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What you don’t know CAN hurt you! 

By Roger Wray 

 

Finally came time to fire up the Alpina 

after almost 3 years in restoration. 

The last time I had started it was 

about 8 months ago. Set about 

everything: New gas - check. 

Batteries charged - check. Antifreeze 

levels - check. Car spun up fine, but 

did not fire. I checked in with Wuffer 

and Steffen to make sure I was along 

the right path. DK motors hummed, so 

the large fusable link in the trunk was 

good. I siphoned out 9 gallons of the 

new gas, then removed the 

passenger rear seat to gain access to 

the pumps. Pumps had power at the 

plug, so the relays were good. When 

I hooked up the pumps directly to a 

12 V source, no pumping sound. Final 

diagnosis:  Bad pumps.  

 

When I went to remove the ring and 

gain access to the pump, the lock ring 

was only finger tight. The rubber 

gasket...was...well not rubbery! It 

looked like Play Dough. When I 

removed the pump, what a mess. The 

insulation on the wiring was brittle 

and coming off. The 4 rubber mounts 

were black gue. The fuel lines inside 

the pump connecting each individual 

pump to the hard lines were 

essentially 75% gone.  

 

 
Fuel Pump removed 

 

The best price I could find for a new 

entire pump unit was $500.  Fellow 

E31 owner and chapter secretary 

Henry Christoff sent me a note that 

the Bosch pumps were available 

individually (Bosch part number 

69493) and were available from 

RockAuto for around $100 each 

(remember there are 2).  So, I 

ordered  2 new Bosch pumps. I also 

placed an order with Scott at Gault for 

4 new rubber mounts (BMW part 

number 16141180474) and the 

strainer filter (BMW Part number 

16141181828).  It must be noted that 

Bosch will not honor any warranty 

unless a new strainer is installed at 

the time the pumps are installed. 

 

 
 

This shows the 2 fuel lines, which 

have been cut to remove the pumps 

themselves.  Note the condition of the 

rubber hoses and insulation on the 

wires. 

 

 
 

As seen by the pictures above, the 

fuel pump was in pretty bad shape. 

Also, the intank fuel hoses were shot, 

and the fuel hoses on top of the tank 

were very hard. The insulation on the 

wiring inside the tank was brittle and 

coming off, so I replaced all the 

wiring using soldered joints, then 

shrink covers. Hoses outside the tank 

were replaced, with access openings 

cut as shown. Since my large gasket 

was pretty shot, I also ordered 

replacement gaskets (BMW part 

number 16111179637) for both sides.  

 

Many times we talk about the hoses 

on the fuel pump side (passenger 

side) under the seat, but also 

remember we have a second sender 

unit under the driver's side rear seat 

accessible under a round cover – just 

like the passenger side. I also cut a 

small access opening on the driver's 

side, and replaced the sealing ring 

and fuel hose. We recently had a 

member, who was the original owner 

of his E31, who lost his 8 due to a fire 

from these exact hoses. 

 

 Here is a picture of the new wiring in 

place: 

 

 
 

These are the new Bosch pumps in 

the pump carrier 

 

 
 

. 

 tech corner 
 

 Fuel Pump and Hose Replacement  
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Pump carrier in place, with wires attached and 

new fuel lines 

 

Here is the completed assembly with 

the new fuel filter/strainer (not 

attached) 

 

 
 

Here is a picture of the new unit 

installed with new hoses. 

 

 
 

This is the access opening I cut to get 

to the hoses on the passenger side. 

This photo shows the original hoses 

before I replaced them with new 

clamps. 

 

 
 

Here is the often not talked about unit 

on the driver's side. Remember it too 

has a hose. You can see the small 

access opening I cut to gain better 

access to the hose. Some have said 

that they have done it without cutting 

the access openings on either side, 

but with my big hands - and 

according to others - it is much easier 

to do when cutting a small opening. 

This picture was taken before I 

changed the sealing ring and hose. 

To change the sealing ring, you do 

not have to take the unit completely 

out, as there is a hose that runs 

through the tank to the passenger 

side. 

 

 
 

The only other way to access these 

hoses is to drop the exhaust, drive 

shaft, and drop the tank.  The method 

demonstrated above with cutting 

small access holes is a good 

alternative.  When finished, I closed 

up the hoses with Gorilla Tape and 

buttoned everything up.  It is a good 

feeling knowing that those hoses are 

new. 

 

As Timm says, “All Done - time for a 

cup of tea”! 

 

 

 
Chapter Member Sumra Manning’s 8 from the Chapter Photo Contest 
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By Roger Wray 

Editor, E31 NEWS 

 

It is so hard to imagine that 2018 has 

come and gone.  The long awaited 

new 8 series is finally here and 

several members have enjoyed 

displaying their E31 alongside the 

2019 8 series.  It has been over 20 

years since BMW last sold the 8, and 

the release of the “New” 8 has had the 

halo effect of shedding increased 

spotlight and popularity on the 

original E31 8 series.  Once again 

BMW is saying that the 8 series 

represents the best and brightest 

BMW has to offer.  Of course, many of 

us are biased, and feel the original 8 

remains the most beautiful BMW 

produced in recent memory!   

 

One benefit the increased attention 

the new 8 has caused for the original 

E31 8 series is increased popularity 

and demand, with an associated 

increase in prices for nice E31 

examples.  Not only have the 850 

CSi’s shown a  jump in prices, but all  

models are benefiting from the 

renewed attention.  Recent selling 

prices on Bring A Trailer (or BAT as it 

is known) reflect this.  Our own Vice 

President, Alec Cartio, has released a 

line of films highlighting 8 owner’s 

vehicles to high acclaim.   

 

In this edition we announce the 

opening of our E31 Apparel Store.  

There is something for everyone, so 

please visit the site and find 

something you like.  Also, our store 

will feature a special page in the near 

future to purchase a special 30th 

Anniversary T-shirt commemorating 

the worldwide celebration of the 30th 

Anniversary of the E31 8 series.  This 

is the same shirt which will be worn 

by all BMW E31 Clubs around the 

world, so check it out! 

 

As many of us have put away our 8’s 

for their customary winter 

hibernation, it gives us an excellent 

opportunity to take care of those 

maintenance items, or do that little 

extra cleaning that we have wanted to 

do, but could never find the 

opportunity or time to get to.  As 

production and sales of the new 8 

ramp up, so will attention to our 

“original” 8’s.  Don’t be afraid to visit 

the primary E31 discussion group at 

Bimmerforums and ask question on 

how to do that project you have been 

putting off.  

 

2019 also represents a great 

opportunity to get together with 

fellow 8 owners and celebrate our 

30th Anniversary.  There will be 

special celebrations on both coasts.  

Out East, BMWCCA is has plans  

underway for special events for the 

E31 30th Anniversary at the BMW 

CCA Oktoberfest next fall.  Also, 

Sharkfest in April 2019 will be 

celebrating the E31 30th 

Anniversary.  Out west SoCalEights 

has events planned for the 

celebration.  See the 2019 Events 

schedule on the second page of this 

E31 NEWS edition for further details. 

 

As we all plan to celebrate 2019 and 

the E31’s 30th Anniversary, take a 

moment and remember our fond 

memories of 2018, and of fellow 

members who will not be with us in 

2019.  Also, always remember that it 

is the cars that bring us together, but 

it’s the people that make us who we 

are. 

 

Happy New Year!

 

 

 

 

 
Jack Woods, E31 Chapter Treasurer’s  photo entry from the E31 Chapter Photo Contest 

the tail lights 
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