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By Steffen Staiger               

President, E31 Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well folks, Fall has officially arrived! 

Just when we all have been enjoying 

our 8’s throughout the summer, it is 

very apparent that they are slowly 

going to be stowed away, safe, for the 

winter months – of course there are a 

few of us that drive them year-round, 

but most understand the rarity of the 

E31 and would rather not take a 

chance when weather has the upper 

hand.  That being said, most of the 

E31 crowd is anxiously awaiting the 

official launch of the G15 (the “new” 

8) this November, and I can’t wait to 

hear all the different views of this 

polarizing car. Personally, I will stick 

with my 850 and enjoy it as long as I 

can (and as long as the parts are still 

available). 

 

On the membership front, we have 

been seeing a slight increase in 

members, which is a good thing – 

hopefully this trend continues – 

again, with the launch of the G15, we 

should see an uptick in the E31 

recognition. 2019 brings with it the 

30th anniversary of the original 

launch of the E31, and we are 

working on trying to organize 

something with BMW and the CCA to 

commemorate, so stay tuned. 

 

Keep the shiny side up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  from the driver’s seat 
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By Roger Goykins and Jeff Ivarson 

 
On August 3 the E31 Community lost 

Kurt DePalma.  Kurt and Caroline 

have been long time 8 owners, and 

have always been regulars in the 

northern California 8 activities 

spearheaded by the late Steve 

Cohen.   

 

 
Karen, Steve, Kurt and Caroline 

 

A few years back Kurt and Caroline 

created the Central Coast wine  

 
 

weekend events attended by 8 

owners from LA all the way up to 

British Columbia. Kurt and Caroline 

created an outstanding Central Coast 

wine tour weekend events we will all 

remember. 

 

 

Kurt was always a bright light, full of 

life and had the ability to see the 

humor in life. An 8 event was never 

the same without him (and Caroline).   

 

 
 

Kurt and his infectious smile will be 

missed. 

 

 
M8 Prototype photographed during testing.  Note the computer equipment visible in the passenger side 

  chapter news 

  The Passing of Fellow 8er Kurt DePalma 
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By Henry Christoff 

 

 
 

Although Saturday morning brought 

light showers to Vancouver, there 

was a surprisingly good turn-out of 

E31 owners for the WrenchFest at 

Wuffer’s Garage & Spa.  A total of 6 

E31s, one E34 M5, one X5 and a Smart 

Car showed up with 9 folks attending.  

Attendees included: Wuffer, John 

DeF., Andrew, Dietmar, Daryl, 

Henry, Glen, Ted and Derek. 

Because of the rain showers, this was 

more of a social gathering rather than 

people actually working on cars.  

Henry brought a copy of the original 

BMW Films “The Hire” DVD starring 

Clive Owen as the driver, which 

everyone enjoyed.   

 

 

The favorite of the film shorts was 

“The Star”, directed by Guy Ritchie 

with his then wife Madonna as the 

passenger.  Of course, we wondered, 

“Where are the 8 Series cars?”  

 

 
Andrew, John and Dietmar watching The Hire 

 

There was discussion about the up-

coming September open house at the 

locally popular BMW only service 

and repair shop located in Burnaby, 

Nixon Automotive. In Wuffer’s 

garage there was a poor running E31.  

Although the car starts, it runs very 

rough.  Attendees offered their 

opinions as to the running issues.  It’s 

a 6-speed manual car and still has the 

analog phone installed.  Also 

discussed was the recent sale of John 

T.’s E31, the German Car Festival 

from this past July and the “Purple 

Haze” CSi listed on the Bring A 

Trailer auction site that did not make 

reserve at $115K. 

 

OCTOBER EVENT: The next BC 8’s 

event is the Sea to Sky Drive - 

Thanksgiving.  The folks at Classic 

Car Adventures are our hosts.  They 

do the planning, we just show up. 

Exact date, times and start location to 

be announced. 

 

 

 

Lastly – Congratulations to our very 

own Andrew N. showing his very nice 

’91 850i and winning a first place 

trophy in the European Class at the 

first ever Tsawwassen Mills Classic 

Car Show July 29th.  It was one of the 

hottest days of our summer and he 

beat out some very primo hardware 

of the over 400 cars, in total, on 

display. 

 

 
Sumra and Darlaine Manning’s 1996 850Ci.  Photo from the E31 Chapter Photo Contest  

  BC8’s August Wrenchfest 
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By Tom Jacobsmeyer 

 

It was a dark and stormy night…eh, 

no, no it was a hot and sunny day in 

SoCal, again and it was another 

perfect Wrenchfest day. Fifteen 

gorgeous beasts were gathered by 

their owners who swung some 

wrenches, tipped coffee cups and 

munched on donuts in an effort to 

improve the mechanical operation of 

their well-loved BMW E31’s. The 

coffee and donuts are critical, the 

wrenches are optional but many of 

our group grabs them anyway. 

 

 
 

Writing about Wrenchfests is like 

writing about mowing the lawn, it’s 

pretty much the same every time. We 

get there we wrench some stuff, hang 

out, partake in a grand morning fare 

and vary our luncheon menu from 

hamburgers, to hot dogs, to 

pizza…typical Wrenchfest menu. So 

what makes the Wrenchfest so 

popular?  Well, I’ll tell ya’ pilgrim…. 

(If that phrase is not familiar then you 

are a Millennial or earlier. This 

should help John Wayne - Pilgrim) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Wrenchfest is also known as 

“Spouses Day Care”. Telling your SO 

that you are going to Day Care 

sounds much more acceptable than 

saying “I’m going to Wrenchfest 

where I can eat donuts and drink 

coffee all morning, have 

pizza/hamburgers and beer all 

afternoon. I can cuss, tell lies, get 

greasy, be nasty and smell like burnt 

oil.” You get to hang out with people 

you really like, have intense, deep 

philosophical conversation about the 

state of your E31.  We talk about “I 

wanna’s…”, I gotta’s…” I’m 

gonna…”.  Important, demanding 

stuff. 

 

 
 

Wrenchfest is a twice a year ritual 

and its purpose is to fix things that are 

broke, need intervention or just have 

to look different. Sometimes we do 

and sometimes, well, we just walk 

around point and pontificate. We also 

ask a lot of important questions like 

“How did you do that”, “Does that 

really fix it?”, “Can you help me with 

this?”, “Why do you think it makes 

that noise?”, “HOW much did that 

cost?”,  

 

 
 

“How fast were you going when that 

fell off?” We also comment on issues 

and problems that follow owners into 

the garage “Man, that’s messed up!”, 

“Ho, you’re screwed!”, “Yeah, that 

happened to me, too.  

 

 
 

When you’re done can you fix 

mine?”, “No, you can’t have my 

heater valve cover”. Some of the 

phrases you don’t hear at Wrenchfest 

is “I smoked that dude off the line!”, 

“All I saw was that Porsche in my rear 

view”, “My tires lit up like a bonfire”, 

“I said, of course it’s faster than a 

Ferrari”. These are just wishful 

phrases…unless your name is Taylor. 

 

 
 

 

We’ve also become rather 

sophisticated at repairing our 

magnificent machines. Sounds a car 

makes when something goes wrong 

are important measures of the level of 

repair that may be required. This is 

acknowledged in our Auto Repair 

lexicon developed specially in the 

SoCalEights Language Polemics 

Laboratory. After much research we 

are proud to share them with you 

here. Specifically, those sounds are:  

 

 
 

Suspicious Car sounds and how to 

interpret them 

  SoCalEights Wrenchfest- Musings on the Meaning of Wrenchfest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6kIHpEaWtM
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“Ping”  not too bad, 

probably lost a bolt or something.  

 

 
 

Not generally a measure of multiple 

failures.  

 

“Plunk” this can, sometimes, be 

disconcerting, but don’t worry; these 

noises are still in the hundreds-of-

dollar kind of sounds.  

 

“Klunk” this is mostly bad, 

generally relates to things that are 

important. You’re sneaking up on 

thousands now.  

 

“Clank” you now need divine 

intervention. 

 

Then there is the dreaded: “Ping, 

Plunk, Klunk and Clank” sound. 

Those each add the representative 

amount of compounded cost to 

whatever the problem is and all 

together they can spell the dreaded 

acronym DOR (dead on the road).  

 

 

 
 

This is why we have Wrenchfest, to fix 

the issues related to these significant 

sounds. This is why we ask each other 

“What sound did it make when it 

stopped running?” It’s important to 

know the repair difficulty of each and 

every sound; if you don’t yet know 

then come to Wrenchfest.   

 

So there you have it.  See ya’ there. 

 

 
 

 
Photo taken by George Whiteley during Sharkfest 2018.  From front to back:  Phil Parkey’s E9, Michael Noble’s E31, and George Whiteley’s E24 
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By John Mok 

 
 

 

 
John Moc and Ted Kalyan cleaning up John’s 

850 

 

Unlike Southern California or 

Vancouver, BC, E31s in Ohio are 

rarer than hen's teeth.  I'm not aware 

of any other E31 owner in the 

Northern Ohio Chapter of BMWCCA, 

of which I am a member.  Undaunted 

in my never-ending quest to seek 

out a fellow 8er, I ventured north to 

Tedfest 2018.   

 

According to the Tedfest website, 

"Tedfest began in 2003 with 4 BMW 

enthusiasts sitting on a driveway 

drinking beer and talking about old 

BMWs. The following year, it grew to 

25 cars at the first official Tedfest 

event held in a cul de sac and it 

continues today with the same 

premise..., No matter how rusty or 

pristine your BMW is, it's all about the 

gathering of friends old and new who 

share the same passion for the BMW 

marquee that make this a genuine 

event."  Driving from as far away as 

North Carolina, Tedfest has become 

an annual trek to Mississauga, 

Ontario for many bimmer-heads.   

Festivities began on Friday, August 

17th in the driveway of Ted Kalman's 

home, the diligent organizer and 

affable host of Tedfest.  The pre-event 

gathering and preparations, such as 

out-of-town car washing and 

‘chillaxing’ amongst friends, 

concluded with a pizza and beer 

party.  Ted, who never allows a 

picture to be taken of him without a 

beer in his hand, was photographed 

standing next to my 850i after I had 

finished washing and drying it. 

 

The main event on Saturday did not 

disappoint.  Convened on August 

18th at the Bradley Museum, Tedfest 

2018 set a record of 246 registered 

attendees.   I arrived early before the 

onslaught of BMWs and 

photographed my 850i at the event's 

main entrance to memorialize the 

trip.   

 

 
John arriving 

 

The "car of honor" was an M1 racer 

from Marcus Glarner Motors [see 

photo 3].  You may ask, how does one 

keep an M1 looking pristine after 

subjecting it to the abuses of the 

racetrack?  Glarner Motors operates 

its own in-house fabrication shop.  I 

learned that they have the molds for 

every M1 body panel and can 

literally build one from scratch. 

  

 
Marcus Glarner Motors’  M1 

 

For an event organized by one 

person, assisted by an army of 

volunteers and is free to attend (i.e. 

no registration fee), it is remarkably 

well executed.  Rows of cars were 

staked out by model and vintage.  

The "classics" (E3, E6, E9, 2002's, E12, 

E21, E26, E28, E23, E24, E30, Z1, etc.) 

occupied the front section nearest to 

the entrance.   

 

 
2002’s and E30’s 

 

The "modern" cars, starting with the 

E31, were arrayed after the classics 

with M cars in between the two 

sections.  To my satisfaction, six 850s 

were in attendance [see photo 5],  a 

Tedfest record.  One E31 had fold-

down rear seatbacks, a feature most 

of the other 8 owners had not seen 

before.  
 

No Tedfest would be complete 

without the Saturday evening BBQ 

and beer (we are in Canada, after all) 

back at Ted's house.  The driveway,  

  8’s attend Tedfest 2018 
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which was the car wash line the 

previous day, was now the buffet line 

for dinner.  Evening camaraderie 

runs late, or until the beer runs out.  

Regrettably, I had to leave early in 

order to attend my BMWCCA 

Chapter Board Meeting the next day.   

If you decide to go to Tedfest next 

year, don't forget to bring your 

passport. 

 

 

 

Cheers, 

John 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

2019 is the 30th Anniversary of the release of the 8 series.  BMW CCA has several events 
planned for next year, and have extended an invitation to the E31 Chapter to help plan 

events for the Anniversary.  These include Oktoberfest, Monterey, The Vintage, and 
more.  Also, we are in discussions with the leaders of Sharkfest for a special class in 
Sharkfest 2019 to recognize the E31.  If you are interested in helping organized and 
work for any of these events, please let us know.  Contact us at the email addresses 
below if you wish to help make the 30th Anniversary a very special year for the E31. 

pres@bmwccae31.com 
newsletter@bmwccae31.com 

 
Also, stand by for an announcement soon for the worldwide release of the special 30th 

Anniversary shirt, commemorating the anniversary by all E31 groups worldwide. 
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By Henry Christoff – E31 Chapter Secretary  

 

E31 Chapter Board Meeting August 5, 

2018 –via conference call 

Note: Many thanks to Tom 

Jacobsmeyer for setting up the 

conference call. 

ATTENDING: 

• S. Staiger, President 

• A. Cartio, Incoming VP 

• T. Jacobsmeyer, Outgoing 

VP 

• J. Nelson, Outgoing 

Treasurer 

• H. Christoff, Secretary 

• R. Wray, Newsletter Editor, 

S.E. Facilitator 

Absent- J. Iverson, Brands Mgr; J. 

Woods, Treasurer; R. Scott, events 

 

1. Installation of new officers – Steffen 

brought the meeting to order and the 

new officers were duly installed. Jon 

Nelson to forward the Chapter 

financial package to Jack Woods.  Jon 

has already been in contact with Jack.  

Steffen thanked the outgoing officers 

for their work and support of the E31 

Chapter. 

 

2. BMWCCA National / E31 Chapter 

Membership issue: E31 owners 

designate their BMW CCA 

membership to associate with the E31 

Chapter, but National does not list 

them on our E31 Chapter roster. 

There was a lot of discussion 

regarding this issue.  National had a 

glitch in their membership software 

that made it difficult for BMWCCA 

members to designate the E31 

Chapter as their main or sub-chapter 

when renewing or when new 

members joined.  Steffen and Roger 

had exchanged e-mails over the past 

couple weeks with National on this 

software issue has been addressed at 

National and it now the E31 Chapter 

is a drop down choice when E31 folks 

wishing to designate the E31 Chapter 

as their home Chapter.  This still has 

not addressed the issue where 

people wanted the E31 Chapter as 

their home chapter in the past but 

because of the software glitch, 

National assigned them to their local 

Chapter based on their zip code.   

Prior to this Board Meeting, Henry 

reviewed the July 2017 membership 

roster and compared it to the July 

2018 roster for lost members who 

may have renewed their 

memberships but due to the 

BMWCCA software glitch their 

memberships were not renewed to 

the E31 Chapter, but rather the local 

Chapter based on their zip code.  All 

of these individuals were sent an e-

mail explaining the membership 

renewal software situation at National 

and asked that they contact National 

to insure that they were correctly 

assigned to the Chapter of their 

choice – hopefully E31.  Henry to 

review the membership rosters from 

2015 and 2016 and compare to the 

July 2017 and July 2018 rosters with 

an eye for lost members. Jon 

suggested that in addition to an 

eyeball check of the members, the 

figures need to be compared to the 

monthly census which forms the basis 

for the Chapter rebates. This is an 

easy check by the Treasurer and 

provides a legitimate audit check. 

 

3. E31 Chapter Swag- the status.  

Steffen has the swag artwork and 

thinks there is a local source to him 

that may be interested in producing 

E31 swag.  Steffen to report back to 

the board on the results of this 

investigation.  Tom suggested the 

SoCal 8’s swag source and would 

forward that contact info to Steffen.  

 

4. Replacement for Brands Manager, 

Jeff Ivarson will be leaving. The 

board unanimously voted to defer 

replacement elections until the next 

election cycle next spring. There was 

discussion about the E31 Chapter 

‘brand’ and promoting the E31 

Chapter.  Alec put forth some 

excellent suggestions regarding this 

issue using Facebook, Instagram.  

There was additional discussion 

about promotion of the E31 Chapter 

at various events around North 

America using Instagram and having 

a designated person or persons at 

these various events with our E31 

Chapter banner. Also discussed 

celebratory events for the E31 30th 

anniversary next year. Perhaps 

creating a document, for distribution, 

that would help member areas with 

suggested activities. Tom suggested 

that the existing regional groups 

could plan events. All of this would go 

to raise visibility of the E31 as well a 

show that the club does have reasons 

to join. 

 

5. Treasurers Report- Jon provided 

the report and advised that he has 

been in contact with Jack regarding 

the accounting program for the 

Chapter and will forward the 

financial info to him. 

 

6. Newsletter-  Suggestions for 

stories: book reviews, newsletter 

segments like- “Board Member Cars 

and Car Activities’ Members will be 

encouraged to submit stories, write-

ups re events attended, cars & coffee 

photos and such to the newsletter 

editor.  Advertising in the Newsletter 

– This item was set aside for now to be 

discussed later. 

 

7. Next Board meeting- should we 

meet more than once a year?  It was 

decided that the board should meet 

quarterly.  According to the calendar, 

the next board meeting should be in 

the October, November or 

December time frame. Steffen to 

determine the next date of the board 

meeting and will coordinate with the 

board. 

 

8. Report sharing of BMWCCA 

chapter, regional, national meetings 

with the E31 board and a report to 

E31 Chapter members- It has been 

requested of National to add the 

current names/contact info of the E31 

Chapter Board to their website and 

that all Chapter reports are sent to the 

current E31 Chapter Board members. 

 

9. BMW NLA service parts for E31- 

what parts are being pursued and by 

what organization- Information 

update: Preliminary work was 

already completed with follow up 

needed at BMW Group Classic.  

Steffen will follow up with BMW 

Classic and report his findings to the 

board. 

 

  August 2018 Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
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By Tom Jacobsmeyer 

 
Next year is the 30th Anniversary of 

the remarkable BMW 8 Series (E31) 

and SoCalEights is planning to party 

all year long along with all the other 

E31 owners around the world. It’s 

going to be a pretty active year for 

the Anniversary and we’ve been very 

busy planning events and parties in 

celebration of the cars’ inception.  

The BMW CCA E31 Chapter has been 

in existence now for 5 years and the 

board is also getting ready for some 

notable national events for the future.  

The E31 Chapter is one of two non-

geographic chapters in the BMW 

CCA and is a nod to the unique 

qualities and owner participation of 

the E31. 

 

 
 

Locally, SoCalEights has a wide 

assortment of events and will hold a 

30th Anniversary BBQ party open to 

E31 owners and friends for an 

afternoon of fun and camaraderie. 

 

 In addition we have a wine country 

tour, two Wrenchfests as well as 

participation in at least three events 

where the E31 30th Anniversary will 

be highlighted; ending the year with 

our annual Holiday Party. 

 

We’ll jump off the 30th year 

celebrations (as always) with a 

Wrenchfest in February at EF1 

Motorsport in Long Beach.  Fab, the 

owner, graciously allows us the use of 

his shop for repairs, upgrades and 

general tinkering. These gatherings 

are great events to fix sun roofs, do 

engine tune up using computer 

diagnostics and get some alignment 

checks from Fab.  It’s always a great 

day with the camaraderie, coffee, 

donuts and pizza making for a great 

day of ‘festing. 

 

We’ll start the year in March with the 

Classic Auto Show at the Orange 

County Fairgrounds. This will be our 

first 30th Anniversary event for the 

year and the organizers have offered 

to put us in a spotlight position for the 

event. This is a fairly new event to 

Southern California and last year one 

of the SoCalEights cars won a top 

prize. We’re really looking forward 

to winning some more at this large 

indoor event with some really 

fantastic road machines in the mix. 

No need to worry about rain or shine 

here, although in SoCal we don’t 

really every worry too much about 

rain. 

 

 
 

April sends SoCalEights on a 3 day 

run up to Solvang California and a 

cruise through the wine country in 

the Santa Inez Valley, visiting 

wineries and enjoying a late 

afternoon lunch at the last winery. 

California has two things we all 

enjoy…scenic vistas and some of the 

best wine in the world. We plan to 

take great advantage of both of those 

outstanding California traits in this 

cruise among the grapes. 

 

 
 

Bimmerfest 2019 is next and we 

usually have 20+ cars show up at the 

venue. The event is now under new 

management and we will need to 

work with them to coordinate the 30th  

Anni roll-in.  This is the biggest BMW 

event on the West Coast and it would 

be great to have a notable event for 

the E31. 

 

 
 

Next we go to the Huntington Beach 

Concours d’Elegance in June and we 

will, as usual, caravan in as a group.  

The organizers of the event have 

made note of the E31 30th and will 

place our group in a highlight area. 

This event is always really relaxed in 

a great city park that actually has 

grass and trees. With the California 

drought many of our parks are a bit 

parched and sometimes dust can be 

a problem. Huntington Beach does 

not have that problem so we always 

enjoy the venue. 

 

 
 

Another Wrenchfest in August (we 

always have two per year) with more 

of the same TLC lavished on our cars.  

SoCalEights 30th Anniversary BBQ & 

Celebration in September will 

(again) be a superb event.  We’ll 

have 30th Anniversary “Pearl” 

Awards for several different 

categories, raffles and really cool E31 

themed anniversary t-shirts for sale.  

The 30th Anniversary design is being 

completed and will highlight all of 

our celebrations. We are creating a 

new 30th Anniversary banner for all 

our upcoming events that will 

celebrate the E31’s 30 years as one of 

  The 30th Year of the Eight 
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the most unique automobiles in BMW 

history. 

 

The SoCal Vintage BMW Car Show in 

November will also be another 

highlighted event.  John and Jeff of 

SoCal Vintage have offered to put the 

E31’s front and center in recognition 

of the 30th. The E31 made its debut at 

this event 5 years ago and the car was  

 

sufficiently “old” enough to qualify 

for the Vintage status at the event.  

Five SoCalEights cars have won top 

prizes at this over the years, voted by 

participants, which shows great 

support for the car and owners.  At 

our first time at this event 

SoCalEights had two cars voted “Best 

in Show” and “Best Modified” by the 

attendees.  This should be another 

fun day in the sun. We always have a 

popup and chair s here and organize 

our group around our “campfire” for 

some BBQ and conversation. 

SoCalEights now has a total of 128 

members in our “SoCal” area from 

California, Nevada and Arizona on 

our email list and of course we 

welcome anyone with an interest in 

the E31 to join us. We also have an 

“interest” list of over 350 

international “members” who follow 

the club and its adventures.  We’ve 

already planned our regular Holiday 

party in early December and will 

round out the year in style at the 

beautiful Long Beach Yacht club. 

If you have an interest in joining in the 

activities take a look at the 

SoCalEights website at 

http://socaleights.com/ and join the 

BMW CCA E31 Chapter at 

http://www.bmwccae31.com/welcom

e-to-bmwccae31-com/ 

 

 

 
By Tom Jacobsmeyer 

 
(Editor’s note – Thanks Tom for taking on the responsibility for doing this. 

All E31 owners will undoubtedly benefit from your efforts) 

 

 
 

I've been trying to get Hagerty to list 

the E31's on their evaluation tools but 

they took their sweet time in doing it. 

Well, here it is! They list all models 

and show notes for each model as 

necessary (EX. 850i manual cars are 

= "20% premium"). I think the prices 

are pretty generous so I'm not 

unhappy about this.  If you create a 

login you can get specific reports on 

your car by model and year. 

 

Here is information from my 

report on my 840Ci: 
 

1997 BMW 840Ci 
2dr Coupe 8-cyl. 4398cc/282hp FI 

$16,000 Avg Value* 

 

www.hagerty.com/valuationtools 

Valuation report for a: 

1997 BMW 840Ci 

2dr Coupe 8-cyl. 4398cc/282hp FI 

 

Hagerty Valuation Tools® uses 

vehicle values from our own 

independently published Hagerty 

Price Guide, a respected and 

definitive resource for post-war cars 

and trucks. To determine this value, 

Hagerty analyzes sources including 

auctions, dealer sales and peer-to-

peer sales. We also note condition, 

history, optional equipment, quality 

of restoration, degree of 

documentation, and sales venue, just 

to name a few. 

 

Also incorporated into vehicle values 

are inventory, demand, recent trends 

of similar vehicles, movement within 

related market segments, and 

general directions of the vehicle 

market overall. 

The report is an up-to-date and 

accurate representation of data 

currently available for the vehicle(s) 

requested. 

 

MODEL OVERVIEW 

BMW launched its q-ship 8-Series 

coupe in 1990 with the bow of the 

850i. Bearing the internal designation 

of E31, the stylish 2-door coupe 

initially sported a V-12 engine and 

was designed as a state-of-the-art 

luxury grand touring car. Later 

iterations included the 840Ci 

(powered by a V-8 engine), the 

850Ci, and ultimately the range-

topping 850CSi. For a long while the 

BMW 8-Series suffered from years of 

deferred maintenance due to high 

repair expenses, and values 

languished. Lately, however, the car 

has become appreciated for its 

refined driving characteristics, its 

overbuilt nature, and a resurgence in 

interest in BMWs from the 1980s and 

1990s. 

 

BODY STYLES: 

2dr Coupe 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

Curb Weight: not available 

Length: not available 

Wheelbase: not available 

ENGINES: 

8-cyl. 4398cc/282hp FI 

CURRENT & HISTORICAL VALUES 

Prices assumes that no major 

modifications to the vehicle are 

present. 

 

#1 Concours $37,000 

Condition #1 vehicles are the best in 

the world. The visual image is of the 

best vehicle, in the right colors, 

driving onto the lawn at the finest 

concours. Perfectly clean, the vehicle 

has been groomed down to the tire 

treads. Painted and chromed 

surfaces are mirror-like. Dust and 

  E31 now added to Hagerty’s Online Evaluation Tool 
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dirt are banned, and materials used 

are correct and superbly fitted. The 

one word description for #1 vehicles 

is "concours." 

 

#2 Excellent $28,000 

#2 vehicles could win a local or 

regional show. They can be former 

#1 vehicles that have been driven or 

have aged. Seasoned observers will 

have to look closely for flaws, but will 

be able to find some not seen by the 

general public. The paint, chrome, 

glass and finishes will all appear as 

excellent. No excessive smoke will 

be seen on startup, no unusual noises 

will emanate from the engine. The 

vehicle will drive as a new vehicle of 

its era would. The one word 

description for #2 vehicles is 

"excellent." 

 

#3 Good $16,000 

#3 vehicles could possess some, but 

not all of the issues of a #4 vehicle, 

but they will be balanced by other 

factors such as a fresh paint job or a 

new, correct interior where 

applicable. #3 vehicles drive and run 

well, but might have some incorrect 

parts. These vehicles are not used for 

daily transportation but are ready for 

a long tour without excuses, and the 

casual passerby will not find any 

visual flaws. "Good" is the one word 

description of a #3 vehicle. 

#4 Fair $5,000 

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with 

flaws visible to the naked eye. The 

chrome might have pitting or 

scratches, the windshield might be 

chipped. Paintwork is imperfect, and 

perhaps the body has a minor dent. 

Split seams or a cracked dash, where 

applicable, might be present. No 

major parts are missing, but the 

wheels could differ from the 

originals, or other non-stock 

additions might be present. A #4 

vehicle can also be a deteriorated 

restoration. "Fair" is the one word 

that describes a #4 vehicle. 

 

CURRENT & HISTORICAL VALUES 

1997 BMW 840Ci 
Date Fair Good Excellent Concours 

May 2018 $5,000 $16,000 $28,000 $37,000 

Jan 2018 $5,000 $16,000 $28,000 $37,000 

Sept 2018 $5,000 $16,000 $28,000 $37,000 

May 2017 $3,800 $12,200 $21,000 $27,800 

Sept 2016 $3,800 $12,200 $21,000 $27,800 

May 2016 $3,800 $12,200 $21,000 $27,800 

Jan 2016 $3,800 $12,200 $21,000 $27,800 

Sept 2015 $3,800 $12,200 $21,000 $27,800 

May 2015 $2,600 $8,100 $14,000 $18,500 

Jan 2015 $2,600 $8,100 $14,000 $18,500 

Sept 2014 $2,600 $8,100 $14,000 $18,500 

May 2014 $2,600 $8,100 $14,000 $18,500 

Prices assumes that no major modifications to the vehicle are present. 

 

 

 
George and Sue Whiteley’s  840Ci.  Photo from the E31 Chapter Photo Contest 
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By Chuck Vossler 

 

Note:  The following article is property of BMW Blog and the author 

Published July 26, 2018  

This article includes the beautiful 840 of club member Brad Rein 

 

We’re taking a look back at one of the 

most iconic BMWs of the 90s – the 

BMW E31 8 Series. A low slung, 

leather … 

 

We’re taking a look back at one of the 

most iconic BMWs of the 90s – the 

BMW E31 8 Series. A low slung, 

leather lined two-door coupe, the 8 

Series was technologically ahead of 

its time and stood at the top of BMW’s 

line for a remarkable 10 years.  

 

 
 

The BMW 8 Series was for the 

professional athlete, the millionaire 

who was getting to the airport to 

catch a ride in their private jet. It was 

an executive missile on the freeway. 

Pristine examples of the 8 Series still 

trade for over $100,000. 

 

 
 

Later this year BMW will release their 

second generation 8 Series, so we 

are revisiting what made the original 

8 Series so special. It first starts with 

the design that still holds the test of 

time. The profile of the 8 Series is 

dominated by a long, low sloping 

engine hood which tapers even lower 

at the front end.  

 

 
The long hood houses pop-up 

headlights and a shark like nose with 

very small, yet unmistakeable BMW 

twin kidney grills. For BMW the 

design of the 8 was important as the 

function and small details such as 

wipers which tucked up underneath 

that long engine hood give it a 

cleaner line yet also help decrease 

aerodynamic drag.  

 

 
 

The two door coupe interestingly has 

no B Pillar, the front windows roll up 

and meet the back glass with just a 

mere weather strip. Put both 

windows down and you get a 

completely open side. While many 

two door coupes feel cramped, the B 

pillar-less design gives the 8 Series a 

very open feeling cockpit. The back 

rapidly tapers with glass to a 

reasonable sized trunk and some 

imposing brake lights that carry into 

the trunk.  

 

The interior layout of the original 8 

Series is very driver centric with a 

large instrument cluster, a ton of 

buttons and dials. As far as driver 

tech goes, BMW in this era was very 

much into one button, one function. 

There are several orange pixel 

screens that display how soon you 

need to take the 8 Series in for 

service and how many miles on the 

odometer.  

 

 
 

The 8 Series was also the first to have 

DSC, dynamic stability control, and in 

the European spec 850CSi, rear 

wheel steering.  

 

Seats are still extremely comfortable 

and supportive with loads of electric 

adjustments. The B pillar-less design 

was so forward thinking, BMW had to 

place the shoulder seatbelt anchor 

into the body of the seat. This was a 

first for BMW and is still used today in 

their cars such as the 4 Series 

Convertible. Behind the driver, BMW 

somehow managed to fit two rear 

seats. These are very much 

911’esque as you can get in them but 

there is not much room for your legs.  

 

 
 

The 8 Series was BMW’s first car 

completely designed on a computer. 

BMW used CAD to create it the 8’s 

  BMWBlog Test Drive:  The Iconic E31 BMW 8 Series 

 



 © 2018 BMW Car Club of America E31 Chapter                                                                     15 

sleek shape that punches through the 

wind with a low 0.28 coefficient of 

drag. The 8 Series was designed as a 

grand tourer, an autobahn bomber. It 

just simply devours open road and 

begs for long road trips at high 

speeds. BMW never released an M8 

variant, however the M guys did 

create one as a test-bed that we found 

in the M’s secret garage. 

 

 
 

BMW launched the 8 Series as an 850i 

with a 12 cylinder motor. This 

interesting motor it was literally two 

2.5 liter inline-six with separate 

intakes, separate computers and 

which necessitated a drive by wire 

throttle to coordinate the whole thing. 

This complexity does mean though 

the V12s can be rather expensive to 

maintain. Twice the fun, twice the 

price they say.  

 

 
 

The original BMW 8 series could also 

be optioned with a V8. Regarding 

shifting gears, the 8 came initially 

with a 4-speed automatic that was in 

later years updated to a 5-speed. In 

addition a 6-speed manual 

transmission was available. The BMW 

8 Series featured pioneering integral 

rear axle five-link suspension, 

ASC+T Automatic Stability Control 

plus Traction, speed sensitive power 

steering and EDC electronic damper 

control. In later years, DSC, dynamic 

stability control was added.  

 

In 1993, BMW added the 850CSi, 

which has become the holy grail of 

the 8 Series as just 1519 were made 

worldwide and of which only 225 

made it to the United States. Good 

examples of the 850CSi can sell for 

$100,000. The 850CSi was manual 

transmission only with a 5.6 liter 12-

cylinder engine with a power output 

of 375 hp. 850CSi’s modified 

suspension included stiffer springs 

and dampers, and reduced the car’s 

ride height. The 850Si also had wider 

wheels, and optional forged M 

Parallel wheels.  

 

 
 

The 850CSi’s front and rear bumpers 

were reshaped for improved 

aerodynamic performance. Four 

round stainless-steel exhaust tips 

replaced the square tips found on 

other 8 Series models. A 6-speed 

manual gearbox was the only 

transmission option for the 850CSi 

and came at a time when most other 

cars were just 5 speed manuals. Euro 

850CSi models came with four-wheel 

steering option. 

 

 
 

So, what’s an original 90s era BMW 8 

Series like to drive? I spent about a 

week behind the wheel of this 

particular 8 Series that has been 

obsessively cared for by a BMWCCA 

member for the last 14 years. It drove 

much as I expected, namely it loves 

the open road. It effortless builds 

speeds on highway on-ramps. It feels 

like you should just cruise across the 

United States on the interstate or I can 

imagine blasting down the autobahn 

all day. The 8 Series is not the kind of 

car you would want to autocross or 

track as it is a rather heavy car.  

 

What blew me away was that even at 

108,000 miles and 21 years of age the 

lack of squeaks or rattles. I was also 

amazed that the B pillar-less windows 

went up and down, and met without a 

fuss. It says a lot about the strength 

and rigidity of the 8’s chassis that 20+ 

years later it’s as solid as ever.  

 

Through the years, the owner of this 

1997 840Ci has added some tasteful 

mods to keep the car looking and 

performing great. My favorite 

additions are the original Alpina E31 

spec wheels and the Eisenmann 

exhaust. The most important aspect is 

just how impeccably well maintained 

it is. Every little switch worked, it 

fired right up and you really could 

mistake it for a modern car.  

 

 
 

Some interesting statistics on the 

original 8 series. It was produced 

from 1989-1999 but was available in 

the United States only from 1991-

1997. 30,621 were produced and 

about 8,000 were sent to the US. 

Roughly 20,000 were V12s, making it 

the most common motor. Only 1519 of 

the total run of 8 Series were 850CSi 

models and these are the ones that 

command the most on the used 

market. Inexpensive 850s are out 

there but they can be rather 

maintenance intensive, especially if 

not properly cared for.  

 

https://cdn.bmwblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/BMW-E31-8-Series-test-drive-12.jpg
https://cdn.bmwblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/BMW-E31-8-Series-test-drive-11.jpg
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The original BMW 8 Series never 

really sold in high numbers, though 

most seriously expensive coupes 

never do. BMW used 8 Series to 

introduce a lot of new technology that 

we now take for granted. The 90s era 

BMW 8 Series is a true GT Car, 

autobahn cruiser, an executive 

missile. The BMW 8 Series was truly 

ahead of its time. It was BMW’s 

flagship and its timeless design is 

aging well. 

 

BMWBLOG 
Bmwblog.com.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
By Roger Wray 

 

 
Antonio, Roger and Luke 

 

Recently we had the opportunity to 

return to Italy where I was stationed 

in the Navy back in the 80’s.  Through 

8er.org, we found that Italian 8 

owners had recently formed ClubE31 

Italy.  With the help of Reinhard, we 

contacted the Club, and several of 

them took time to meet us during our 

vacation for supper one Saturday 

evening.  For any of you who have 

had the pleasure of traveling to Italy, 

you know that “supper” is an ongoing 

event.  No one is ever in a hurry, and 

one round of food is – of course – 

followed by another.   

 

Organized by Antonio Pagano, it was 

a great time.  Antonio is collectively 

known as the Italian E31 club’s 

counterpart to Wuffer – he is the go-

to guy with any technical or 

mechanical questions.  His E31 is a 

beautiful Mauritiusblau 850 6 speed, 

a rare non-sunroof car, and his pride 

of ownership was evident.  He 

arrived early during daylight, so we 

had the opportunity to walk around 

his car and take pictures before the 

sun finally dipped below the Tuscany 

hills.  The Italian 8 owners are just like 

8 owners everywhere – you get at 

least 2 together, and the hood comes 

up and you start talking about what 

you have done with and to your car.  

One of the neat details Antonio did 

was purchase an E31 keychain, 

remove the loop for the keys, then 

place it on the front of the acoustic 

cover.  A pretty neat idea that really 

looked distinctive. 

 

 
 

For the trip down, Gianluca Porta, or 

“Luke” as he likes to be called, rode 

his motorcycle down from Pesaro to 

meet Antonio in Genova, then rode 

the rest of the way in the back seat of 

Antonio’s 8.  Luke looks to be about 

6’1” so it was quite a sight to see him 

unfold himself out of the back seat.  

No doubt that the extra headroom of 

the non-sunroof 8 was appreciated 

for the 2 hour journey.  Antonio’s 

other half, Anabel, occupied the front 

passenger seat. 

 

 
Antonio e la sua bell 850 

(Antonio and his beautiful 850) 

 

Also coming was Gionata Bertini and 

his wife Simona.  Gionata and Simona 

live in Pontedera near Pisa, which 

happens to be the worldwide 

headquarters and Italian 

manufacturing plant for Piaggio, that 

produces Vespa scooters.  Gionata 

runs a business for Piaggio 

manufacturing shipping crates for 

Vespa’s, handling special shipping 

orders, and various other products. 

There is actually a Vespa museum 

which we did not know about at the 

time we took the train to Florence 

from Pontedera.  The Piaggio facility 

is right across the street from the train 

station.  Had we known, we would 

have stopped in for a tour.  

Unfortunately Gionata and Simona 

were not able to bring their 8 as it is 

awaiting new catalytic converters 

required for the biannual Italian 

inspection. 

 

Throughout our 4 ½ hour supper, we 

swapped stories, Marcia and I got to 

practice our poor Italian, and our 

hosts made us feel as if we had always 

 International news 

  A Meeting with ClubE31 Italy members 
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known each other.  After several 

courses of antipasta’s, seafood, pasta, 

steaks and desert, it was almost 

midnight.  As we set up a meeting to 

see each other before they left to go 

home on Sunday, we all agreed that 

we would have to meet again.  The 

next day we met up with Antonio and 

Luke and said our goodbye’s.  

Antonio and Anabel are planning a 

trip to the US and Florida in 2019, so 

Marcia and I said that we would look 

forward to returning their 

outstanding hospitality. 

 
 

In front – Luke.  Back row -  Simona, Gionata, 

Antonio, Anabel, Marcia and Roger 

 

It is amazing that when you really 

think about it, these were wonderful 

people we never had the pleasure of 

knowing until that Saturday evening.  

Our one common bond is the E31.  

After the evening, it was as if we had 

known them for a long time. 

 

So, as we all departed, we agreed to 

meet again.   

 

Ciao! 

 

                                 

 

 
Official BMW Photo, courtesy of BMW AG 
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 With this edition of the E31 NEWS we start our member product review.  If you have a product you would like to 

recommend to fellow E31 owners, please write up your recommendation, and send it to:  newsletter@bmwccae31.com 

 

 
By Henry Christoff 

 

Note:  I am in no way affiliated with 

Adam’s or Griot’s.  Like most of you, I 

use many different automotive 

detailing products on my cars 

depending on the paint finish, time 

for the work to be done and the result 

I’m looking to obtain.  I have a tall 

cabinet full of stuff.  Sometimes I’ll try 

a new product, other times I pick a 

product based upon it being the 

easiest to apply, remove and provide 

a good result even when compared to 

more exclusive or expensive brands.  

Additionally, I’m not a freak when 

detailing my cars; I am just a normal  

 

Joe who likes clean cars in the 

driveway.  Of course, my neighbors 

who “only” wash their cars – never 

wax or polish them- would say 

differently.  When I give one of my 

cars a wash, clay treatment, polish 

and final step wax, it’s not just 

detailing - I call it a Spa Treatment. 

Oh, no.  Maybe I am a freak! 

 

A few years ago our area started 

water restrictions during the summer 

months. Although you may wash your 

car as much as you want, watering the 

grass has been reduced to only twice 

a week a few hours during those two 

days.   Maybe it was time to start 

thinking about reducing the amount 

of water used for washing cars.  

Attending a local BMW show & shine 

car show, the Vancouver rep for 

Adam’s Polishes was doing a 

demonstration of his products- one of 

them being the Waterless Wash.  I 

had never heard of Adam’s Polishes 

prior to this event and thought most of 

their products were probably the 

same as offered by Auto Glym, 

Meguiars, Griot’s et al.  But at that 

time I had only just heard of waterless 

car wash products, I never used them  

or even saw them for sale locally.  I 

purchased the 16oz spray from the  

 
Adam’s guy to give it a try.  However, 

I was doubtful this product was any 

different than detail sprays.  It was the 

same way with clay - I was most likely 

the last car person in the world to 

start using clay on car paint.  I mean, 

really, using clay on your paint? 

Think of the damage to the finish that 

could cause!  

 

 
 

Following the directions on the spray 

bottle of Waterless Wash, I used it on 

my E31 about a week later. The car 

was only dusty, not really dirty.  

 

Spraying sections of the car, then 

wiping with one of my Griot’s PFM 

Terry Weave towels (Griot’s item 

55586- highly recommended, by the 

way) then flipping the towel for a final 

wipe/finish. 

 

I was surprised how well the Adam’s 

product did what it advertised- it 

make quick work of  removing the 

light dirt and the small bugs smashed 

into the frontal area of my car.  It left 

a very slick finish to the paint as well.   

 

The 16 oz spray easily can do 

multiple cars.  When I ran out, I 

bought the gallon jug of Waterless 

Wash to refill the 16 oz spray bottle.  

The local Adam’s guy also gave me a 

nifty-designed, threaded funnel that 

fit the spray bottle which made 

refilling from the gallon jug so very 

easy!  Adam’s calls it the EZ Fill 

Threaded Funnel- its $3.99 on their 

US website.  The 16 oz spray of 

Waterless Wash is $9.99; a gallon of 

the stuff is $39.99- again buying 

directly from the Adam’s Polishes 

website.  

 

Final comments: The first thing you 

notice with Adam’s Waterless Wash, 

there is no after wipe streaking-even 

on my black CL600. It seems to be 

more effective for cleaning than 

using detail sprays for cleaning, 

which always left me with 

swirls/streaking on the finish.  After 

the Waterless Wash, I follow up with 

detail spray on the cleaned surface- it 

is an amazing result! Using this 

product is faster than the wash bucket 

and hose.   I used the Griot’s PFM 

Terry Weave towel when using the 

Waterless Wash and the same when 

using detail spray.  This towel design 

is fantastic, just the right size, easy to 

handle and extremely absorbent.  

Adam’s is available in Western 

Canada at S&S Distributors 604-931-

2481; Griot’s is available in Canada- 

check the Griot’s website for 

locations. 

 product review 
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By Tim Meek 

 

 
 

There are two contentious issues 

when changing the power steering 

fluid: The actual type of oil to use, and 

the correct filter part  number. The 

first is pretty easy, on the 840ci, the 

type of oil to use is written on the cap 

- and is CHF11S which is available 

from  many sources. The second, the 

correct part number is contentious 

because RealOEM shows the wrong 

part. The correct part is  32411128167 

which is specified for the V12's but is 

the correct part for the V8's as well: 

  

 
 

The filter and filter seals are shown 

with their part numbers below:  

 

 
 

10 = 32411137778 

11 = 32411128167 

 

I'm not changing all the fluid as I did 

this a few months ago, but was armed 

with the wrong filter at the time. So, 

I'm going to remove the fluid using a 

couple of syringes. I will use a 100ml 

one to get most of it out, and a smaller 

one with a length of silicone tubing to 

get the rest out. Have a microfiber 

cloth to hand and a container to put 

the old CHF11S oil in for disposal:  

 
 

The mesh is held in place by a pair of 

10mm nuts, so slurp out some oil and 

then measure how far down the 

threaded shaft the nuts are fitted so 

that you don't have to guess when re-

fitting and then wind off the nuts: 

  

 
 

Lift the spring out, lift the filter out and 

slurp more fluid out. Use the small 

syringe and tube to get all the fluid 

out and you will see the filter:  

 

 
 

To get the lid of the filter off, use a 

couple of metal tent pegs to hook 

underneath it:  

Once the lid is out (no intermediate 

photo's as too much oil around to use 

the camera), the filter itself can be 

lifted out by hand: 

  

 
 

I was immediately concerned that I 

had the wrong filter again, but the 

filter is fitted with rubber end-pieces 

which can be peeled off:  

 

 
 

....and fitted to the new filter:  

 

 
 

To reassemble the filter in the 

reservoir takes a bit of jiggling, 

especially getting the lid and filter to 

centralize, but it can be felt getting 

into the correct position. Fit the collar 

and then the mesh filter, fit the spring 

and wind the nuts back down to the 

correct position. Refill with fresh 

CHF11S and then refit the lid and you 

are done. The fluid should just cover 

the screen filter (about 10mm from 

the top of the reservoir) with the 

engine NOT running and after 20 

 tech corner 
 

 Power Steering and Brake Booster Oil and Filter Change 
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presses of the brake pedal (which 

will release the fluid contained in the 

accumulator).  

 

I have not mentioned pressing the 

brake pedal lots of times to get the 

fluid from the pressurized container 

(bomb) as I did not need to change 

the fluid. But if draining the system as 

much as possible, press the brake 

pedal lots of times until the pedal 

becomes hard as this removes the 

pressure from the bomb and releases 

the fluid into the reservoir.  

 

All done, time for a cup of tea 

 

 

 
By Roger Wray 

Editor, E31 NEWS 

 

In this edition we mourn the passing 

of fellow 8er Kurt DePalma.  Kurt was 

a driving force in organizing 8 events 

in Northern California, and he will be 

missed. 

 

If you plan on attending an event in 

your area, or want to organize 

something to get 8 owners together, 

please let us know, and we can put 

the information out in the E31 NEWS 

as well as an email blast.  Next year is 

the 30th anniversary of the 

introduction of the E31 – plan 

something in your local area.  

BMWCCA has several events 

scheduled for next year, and has 

extended an offer to the chapter to 

help organize events in association 

with the 30th Anniversary of the 

introduction of the E31 8 series.  If any 

of you are interested in helping 

organize events for next year, please 

let us know. 

 

If you do have an even, take pictures 

and write up an article for the 

newsletter.  We want to do a special 

edition next year of events around 

the country.  So get to work, and plan 

your event NOW. 

 

As always, it is the car that brings us 

together, but it is the people that 

make us who we are.  Kurt’s passing 

is a gentle reminder for all of us to 

spend time with friends and family.  

Tomorrow’s drive is not guaranteed 

to anyone, so enjoy each day.  

 

Happy Fall!

 

 

 

 

 

 

the tail lights 
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