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By Steffen Staiger               

President, E31 Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two most important words right 

now: Air Conditioning 

 

I hope most of you have found the 

time to dust off your 8’s and take 

advantage of the great weather. 

While there will always be that one 

thing that you still need to sort out on 

your car, I hope the air conditioning 

system is not that thing right now. 

There is nothing worse than going for 

a nice drive and all of the sudden 

realize you are actually sitting in a 

blast furnace – no amount of open 

window will mitigate that (this is 

where an E31 convertible might 

come in handy…) Most common 

culprit for this buzz-killer are the 

heater valves (I just ordered a new 

unit yesterday). 

 

While everyone has been enjoying 

the summer, we held our election for 

the open officer positions, they were 

Vice President and Treasurer. It was 

a very close race, but in the end, I am 

happy to announce that Jack Woods 

will be taking over as Treasurer and 

Alec Cartio will fill the Vice 

President’s position. Both are avid 

8ers and we look forward to their 

contributions to the chapter.  They 

will be installed in the August Board 

Meeting. 

 

We have seen a slight increase in 

membership over the past quarter, 

and I would like to thank everyone 

that has had a hand in that, but we 

would like to continue this trend, so 

get out amongst your 8 buddies and 

see if they would like to be part of this 

excellent group. 

 

If any of you have anything 8-related 

that you wish to share with us, 

remember that we have both a 

Facebook Page, and an online 

Instagram – feel free to post your 

pictures, questions, comments or 

thoughts. 

 

Stay cool, drive safe and enjoy those 

8’s! 

 

 
Michael Grant’s  850, submitted to our 2018 Photo contest 

  from the driver’s seat 



 © 2018 BMW Car Club of America E31 Chapter                                                                     4 

 
 

From the Secretary’s Office:  

 

Chapter elections – After receiving 

notice that our current vice president 

and treasurer would not run for re-

election, the request for nominations 

for vice president and treasurer were  

 

sent to the E31 Chapter membership.  

We received only a single, 

unopposed nomination for vice 

president, Alec Cartio; and two 

nominations for treasurer – Michael 

Noble and Jack Woods.  Both 

treasurer nominations were very well 

qualified for the position of E31 

Chapter treasurer.  Voting began on 

June 15th and ran through June 30th.  

After the votes were cast, Jack Woods 

was elected our new treasurer.    

 

I want to welcome both Alec and Jack 

to our board and look forward to 

working with them both. 

 

Henry Christoff 

Secretary, E31 Chapter 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The Chapter Secretary prepping his 8 for the “Legends of the Autobahn” 

 

  chapter news 

  Chapter Election Results 
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Steve’s 860i at Bimmerfest 

Recently Tammy Stanton, Steve 

Cohen’s daughter and keeper of his 

860i, took the car to the Southern CA 

Bimmerfest event in May and brought 

home two trophies on his behalf: 1st 

place “Modified”,  and “Car With 

Most Miles Traveled”!  Quite an 

experience and people loved 

looking at the car.  

  

 
 

So many people stopped to look and 

chat. Thank goodness we printed a 

fact sheet Tammy said, because, 

according to Tammy:  “I have a 

limited range on being able to 

discuss the engine.  

 

 
Tammy accepting the awards 

 

 

 
The license plate says it all 

 

But, I am able to speak to the joy the 

car brought him.  Anyhow, I thought 

you all would enjoy hearing Steve's 

car took 1st---I'm pretty darn proud 

and celebrated hard that night with 

lots of champagne and sent many a 

toast to my dad.” 

 

 
Checking out the 6-liter V-12

 

 
 

     
 

  Steve Cohen’s 8 wins Bimmerfest Awards 
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By Henry Christoff  

 

 
 
 
Sunday, May 6th was another 

beautiful spring day and a perfect 

day for a drive in our 8 Series cars!  

Fourteen folks and eight cars met at 

Open Road BMW in Langley at 

10:30AM.   

 

 
 

 
 

With fuel tanks full, we were off, 

heading east on the TransCanada 

Highway to Harrison. 

 

 
 

With no mechanical issues enroute, 

the group arrived in “downtown” 

Harrison at the lunch hour and we 

were fortunate (again!) to get primo 

parking lakeside.  Nestled against 

the Southwestern British Columbia’s 

mountains and sandy beaches of 

Harrison Lake, the area is filled with a 

rich history and natural wonders 

including the world famous British 

Columbia hot springs.  

 

 
 

 It was only a short walk from the 

parking area to Old Settler Pub, 

where we were greeted by their staff 

and immediately taken to our group 

table on their covered deck which 

overlooked the Miami River.   

 

 
 

After dining, we walked back to the 

cars.  It was nice to see many people 

appreciating our cars and several 

stopped to ask questions and have 

photos of themselves taken with the 

E31’s.  (Hey Andrew, we missed you!) 

 

 
 

 BC 8’s who participated in the May 

drive to Harrison:  Vic & Chris, 

Martin, Dietmar & Jean, Daryl & Kelli, 

JohnD. & Inky, JohnT. & Erica, Tom 

(Wuffer), Henry & Kirsti.  And check 

out those popular BC 8’s t-shirts! 

 

BC 8’s June Events and NEW July date 

for the German Car Festival - 

Sunday June 3rd  BC 8’s Drive to 

Princeton, BC.  This will be an 

approximate three hour drive to 

Princeton with lunch in Princeton. 

Your E31 must be in top mechanical 

condition for this drive. Meet at Open 

Road BMW in Langley. More info to 

follow shortly.   

Saturday June 16th – Tentative date 

(and subject to change!) June 

WrenchFest at Wuffer’s Garage & 

Spa.  Date confirmation and 

additional details to follow. 

NEW Date for the German Car 

Festival!  Mark your calendars, 

Sunday, July 22nd at Waterfront Park 

in North Vancouver.  Doors open at 

9AM. Cost- $10.00 entry fee to show 

your 8 Series on the lawn, plus a food 

donation.  All proceeds benefit 

charity.  There will be a raffle for door 

prizes and a food vendor on site.  See 

you there! 

 

  BC 8’s drive to Harrison Hot Springs 
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By Fern Mora 
 

 
 

 

On a beautiful April morning, 21 

members and significant others 

arrived to tour the Nethercutt 

Collection for our second time as a 

club event.  Although it has been five 

years since we last visited, it’s been 

one of the most anticipated events we 

planned for this year.   

 

There are a very small number of 

automotive collections that can 

compare to the Nethercutt, and it was 

especially interesting to the ladies 

who enjoyed the many interesting 

things to see in the Nethercutt 

Collection.  

 

 
Paula & Bev in the Grand Salon Showroom 

 

The Nethercutt Collection features 

rare collectibles ranging from 

mechanical musical instruments and 

antique furniture to the true heart of 

the collection:  over 250 American 

and European automobiles dating 

from 1898 to 1997. 

Besides the amazing collection of 

vintage automobiles, which is the 

main focal point of the collection, 

there is beautiful 18th and 19th 

century French furniture which you 

are allowed to sit on, hundreds of 

antique handmade ceramic figures, a 

massive silver center piece art work 

 

 
1923 McFarlan 

 

 
1932 Maybach 

 

worth six figures, over 1,000 antique 

hood ornaments, an extensive 

assortment of automated mechanical 

musical instruments, Nickelodeons, a 

Wurlitzer Theater Pipe Organ, the 

only 91 key piano ever made, and a 

beautifully recreated Louise XV 

dining room that is still being used.  

This is a collection that many said we 

must visit again. 

 

 
Over 1,000 vintage radiator hood ornaments 

“mascots” 

 

Founder J. B. Nethercutt spent a 

lifetime establishing this collection of 

historic importance.  Unique to 

automobile museums, each car on 

display is attentively serviced and 

maintained to remain just as drivable 

as when the vehicle originally rolled 

off the showroom floor.  On view are 

various Pebble Beach Concours d’ 

Elegance winners and cars once 

owned by movie stars, royalty and 

other notable personalities. 

 

The entire collection is housed in two 

beautifully appointed exhibit 

buildings located just north of Los 

Angeles.  Housed in the museum is 

the Nethercutt Automotive Research 

  SoCalEights visit the Nethercutt Collection  
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Library and Archives, one of the 

world’s top automotive research 

facilities.  Just steps outside the 

museum is a splendidly restored 

steam locomotive with a private rail 

car. 

 

Opened in 1971, The Nethercutt 

Collection is a not-for-profit 

educational institution and are source 

for automobile enthusiasts, 

historians, students and scholars.  It is 

open to the public and admission is 

free! 

 

 
Grand Salon Showroom 

 

Marble columns, crystal chandeliers, 

painted ceilings all make up this 

beautiful Grand Salon Showroom of 

the 1910's, 20 and 30s. On display are 

approximately 30 of the finest 

automobiles of that era including 

Duisenbergs, Cadillacs, Isotta-

Fraschini, Delahaye, Minvera, 

Renault, Maybach, many other 

European and American built 

automobiles. 

 

 
1934 Packard - One of 260 

 

In 1956, J. B. purchased two cars:  a 

1936 Duesenberg Convertible 

Roadster for $5,000 and a 1930 

DuPont Town Car for $500, both 

needing total refurbishing.  The 

DuPont restoration, which J. B. 

estimated would take a few weeks, 

instead took 18 months and over 

$65,000.  By 1958, his meticulously 

rebuilt project claimed its first prize 

— the coveted “Best of Show” award 

at the prestigious Pebble Beach 

Concours d’ Elegance.  By the 

summer of 1992, his cars had won the 

Pebble Beach Concours d’ Elegance 

six times, more than any other 

individual.  The Duesenberg and the 

DuPont are still part of The Nethercutt 

Collection. 

 

 
1930 DuPont Town Car 

 

 
Gary Corcoran and Hal Compton check out the 

1930 Ruxton 

 

Wasting no time while marveling at 

all the shiny automobiles in the 

Grand Salon Gary Corcoran and Hal 

Compton stopped just for a moment 

to pose for this picture in front of this 

1930 Ruxton.  You may not have ever 

heard or even seen this car which is 

not surprising since very few were 

ever built.  As the tour guide 

explained to us during our two – hour 

tour, “There were over 4,000 US 

makes of automobiles manufactured 

between 1900 and 1930”.  A list of 

defunct automobile manufacturers of 

the United States can be found in 

Wikipedia.  Many were discontinued 

for various reasons, such as 

bankruptcy of the parent company, 

mergers, or being phased out for 

lack of sales.  The Nethercutt 

collection is a fine assortment of some 

of these rare automobiles.  We were 

amazed at how many have been 

restored in their formal grandeur by 

the 15 technicians who lovingly work 

there to bring these automobiles 

back to life in their original condition.  

All the restorations are performed on 

site with the exceptions of chrome 

plating and headlight lens or 

glasswork.  Each car color is 

researched and then repainted as 

they once were during their glory 

days.  Needless to say, the 

assortment of colors used during this 

golden era were amazingly vibrant. 

 

 
This one of a kind sterling silver centerpiece 

was cast in one mold and is priceless 

 

All throughout our stay inside the 

Music Room, we were treated to 

demonstrations of the many 

European orchestrions, including the 

largest with 26 mechanically played 

instruments, the Hupfeld Excelsior-

Pan Orchestra.  

 

 
Victor record player still working 

 

 
Multiple Violins Orcrestrion playing a Concerto 
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The most spectacular demonstration 

was given at the end of our tour when 

everyone was done looking at all of 

the antiques. The tour guide then 

assembled everybody in the center 

of the room to demonstrate the 

Wurlitzer Pipe Organ. The 

Wurlitzer’s side window curtains rise 

as the organ begin playing and 

exposing many of it’s 5,000 pipes. We 

were then serenaded with a medley 

of songs from Broadway. The song 

highlight was The Phantom of the 

Opera’s “All I Ask Of You”, which 

happens to be many member’s 

favorite song of all time. 

 

The tour guide shared with us some 

fun facts about the Mighty Wurlitzer 

Theater Pipe Organ built in 1918.  

These could be found in great 

theaters and movie palaces around 

the world.  Containing plenty of 

sound effects, these were used for 

silent movies. 

 

 
 

 
Wurlitzer 5,000 pipe organ built in 1925 

Lumberg, Germany 

 

Following our two-hour tour of the 

main building we ventured across the 

street to the newest building that 

houses a collection of over 100 

vintage cars. Many of which have 

been exhibited in Concours d’ 

Elegance competitions. 

 

 
1931 Bugatti 

 

 
Rudolph Valentino’s 1924 Isotta-Fraschini 

 

 
1926 Minerva 

 

 
1921 Owen Magnetic 

 

The adventure was not yet over.  As 

we left the newest building and out 

the back door we saw this very robust 

looking locomotive on display with 

its powerful coal burning engine of a 

bygone era.  Attached was a special 

built Pullman car.  The craftsmanship 

of the Pullman car is amazing with an 

array of fine woods and hand made 

gold-plated chandeliers.  Traveling 

in luxury was the norm on this train 

which included a personal chief and 

servant’s quarters. 

 

 
1937 Canadian Pacific Royal Hudson 

Locomotive 

 

 
The Pullman Car 

 

After spending a few hours feasting 

our eyes on beautiful cars and unique 

collectibles, we were ready for our 

luncheon. Several of us left the 

Nethercutt and met at Jame's 

Restaurant in San Fernando just 10 

minutes away from the Nethercutt for 

a long-awaited meal. Jame’s is a 

hangout for many car enthusiasts 

including many local muscle cars. 

The restaurant has been there since 

1953. They serve comfort food dishes 

in truck stop portions. After a large 

lunch we were ready to struggle 

through the LA traffic and work our 

way home. 
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By Henry Christoff 

 

 
 

 

Saturday, May 5th was a perfect 

spring day in the Vancouver Lower 

Mainland- and a great day for a 

WrenchFest & 8 Series socializing.  

Local E31 owners attending were, 

John T., John D., Vic, Daryl, Dietmar, 

Martin, Glen (arrived driving his 

black E34 M5), Wuffer (our host) and 

Henry.  

 

 
 

We also welcomed from Seattle, 

Cayle, driving his Brilliant Red 1991 

850i.  Cayle has visited Wuffer’s 

Garage & Spa before and it was good 

to see an E31 owner from Seattle at 

our event. Wuffer helped him with a 

Check Engine Light (CEL) issue.   

 

When the error code was 

downloaded on the GT1, it proved to 

be the same issue that had previously 

plagued Wuffer’s car. The talk of the 

morning was the engine swap that 

Daryl and Wuffer had completed the 

night before (working until 

midnight!) on Daryl’s silver 850 

 

 
“John, those are safety glasses, right??” 

 

 
Glen, Vic, John T and Cayle talk E31’s. 

 

There were some minor idle bugs to 

work out Saturday morning, but they 

were dealt with quickly.  Soon, Daryl 

was running his car up and down the 

street, all issues resolved. John T 

addressed the air conditioning 

problem on his 850, and gave the 

system a Freon charge.  Last year, 

Martin showed owners how to charge 

their A/C units- and this gave John T 

the confidence to do the job this year. 

Now John’s A/C ‘blows cold’. John D. 

completed an engine oil and filter 

change on his car.   

 

 
 

Henry installed a 4-spoke, BMW M-

Technic steering wheel which was 

sourced from one of Wuffer’s recent 

parts car acquisitions. REALOEM 

shows that this wheel was available 

as an option for the E31 from Sept. 

1993.  As usual there were treats on 

hand from Tim Horton’s and Henry 

brought “8 Series” cookies that Kirsti 

had baked using the E31 cookie 

cutter Henry recently sourced via 

eBay.  At lunch time Sherry, Wuffer’s 

better half, had pizza delivered. Yum!  

 

 

 

  BC8’s May Wrenchfest 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiqhLjrzrrcAhVKdt8KHavZDa4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.notey.com/blogs/roundel&psig=AOvVaw1qcFIxg7b0flbNGjaGFkJH&ust=1532620480336856
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By Henry Christoff 

 

 
 

On Sunday, June 3rd the BC8’s 

enjoyed a beautiful drive to 

Princeton, British Columbia.  

Princeton is about a 3-hour drive from 

the Vancouver area. Taking Hwy 3 off 

the TransCanada Highway, placed us 

on the Hope – Princeton Highway. As 

you drive through the mountains, you 

pass the Hope Slide area (the location 

of Canada’s second largest ever 

landslide) where we stopped for a 

scenic overlook of the slide area and 

utilized the Provencal rest stop.  

 

 
BC8’s assemble at BMW Langley.  Pretty Cars! 

 

Continuing on the Hope – Princeton 

Highway, we made excellent time to 

Allison Pass, then Manning Provincial 

Park and finally to Sunday Summit 

and into Princeton.  Billy’s Family 

Restaurant was our lunch destination.  

Princeton local and BC8’s resident 

member, Eric C. (note: he is an 

original owner 1991 850i!), 

coordinated with Billy’s arranging 

special seating for our arrival.  There 

was plenty of parking for our cars in 

Billy’s parking lot.    

 

 
Driving the Hope – Princeton Highway 

 

 
Hope Slide over-look and rest stop 

 

Thirteen folks attended with six E31’s 

driven from Vancouver with a total of 

seven cars once local Eric’s 8 Series 

arrived.  Glen G (remember he sold 

his black on black 840Ci sometime 

back) had planned to drive his E34 

M5.  But something happened after 

washing it the night before and the 

car would not start.  His backup was a 

Subaru – in which he packed his large 

1/24 size 850i model.  So, really, he 

did have an 8 Series this trip.   

 

 
Left to right BC8’s: Vic & Chris, Martin & Eriko, 

Henry & Kirsti, Wuffer, Andrew, Daryl & Kelli, 

Eric 

 

Those attending included: our 

Princeton hosts Eric and Janik (Many 

thanks, you guys!), Andrew, Daryl & 

Kelli, Glen, Vic & Chris, Tom aka 

Wuffer, Martin & Eriko and Henry & 

Kirsti.   

 

Photos courtesy of Glen –as he sped 

ahead of our group to catch on the 

highway action and Henry. 

 

 

 

  BC 8’s Drive to Princeton, BC 
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By Henry Christoff 

 

 
 

Sunday, July 22, 2018: It was another 

perfect Vancouver BC summer day in 

for the 17th Annual German Car 

Festival at Waterfront Park, hosted by 

the local BMW Car Club of British 

Columbia and the Audi, Porsche and 

Mercedes car clubs.  Proceeds from 

the entrant fee, entrant food 

donations and proceeds from raffle 

ticket sales benefited the North 

Vancouver Harvest Project.  

 

 
A perfect Vancouver day – a view of downtown 

Vancouver and the cruise ship terminal 

 

Just fewer than 300 German cars 

turned out for the event and it was 

noted that this was the largest turn-

out of participants in the history of the 

event.  

 

 
Wuffer says: “Gentlemen, hoods up!” 

 

 
Wuffer, Vic, Dietmar and Daryl 

 

This was the premier summer event 

for our BC 8’s group.  Seven cars 

were on the show field.  Although 

fewer E31’s than last year, it was still 

a strong turnout of excellent 8 Series 

examples.   

 

 
E31’s in attendance 

 

Throughout the day we all fielded 

questions about our cars from 

attendees.  At the raffle, BC8’s took 

many of the raffle prizes – although 

we had to accept several Mercedes 

lifestyle items as part of our raffle 

winnings.   

 

The big winner was Daryl (1991 silver 

850i) who had a fist full of raffle tickets 

and just kept winning.  I’m sure it had 

nothing to do with Kirsti, Henry’s 

(1991 Calypso Red 850i) wife, who 

had been selected to draw tickets 

from the raffle ticket pot.  All great 

fun! 

 

 

 
Henry Christoff’s 1991 Calypso and Light 

Parchment 850i 

 

 
A 1974 2002Tii with just 65,000 kms on the 

clock 

 

 
An M1 

 

 

 

 

 

The UltimEIGHT 
Driving Machine 

  BC 8’s Attend the Vancouver German Car Festival 
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By Henry Christoff 

 

 

 
The author with hands on hips, JD with arms 

crossed with the ’03 540iT M-Sport 

 

In the 1990’s I lived in Virginia and 

was into British cars.  I guess I still am, 

as I have owned a 1974 (chrome 

bumper) MGB/GT for 28 years.  My 

long time friend, JD Hawthorne (also 

an MGB & BMW owner), moved from 

Pittsburgh to Newport News, Virginia 

in 1988, and since his arrival to 

Virginia we have been good friends.  

He is the one who turned me on to the 

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix – and 

the extensive Saturday car show.  

Think 2500 to 3000 European and 

North American cars organized by 

Marque on display at Pittsburgh’s 

Schenley Park.  Really incredible. 

 

When I lived in Virginia we would 

leave Friday morning and drive the 

seven hours to Pittsburgh in our 

MGB’s and display our cars at the 

PVGP British show area on Saturday- 

then drive home on Sunday. In mid 

July.  No air conditioning in our cars.  

We did this year after year in the 

early and mid nineties.   

 

 
This E31 won the BMWCCA Octoberfest 

Concours First Place, Super Clean 3rd Gen 

Modern Class 

 

I moved to Vancouver, Canada in 

2003, and stopped going to the 

PVGP, but my friend JD kept going.  

When he got into BMW’s and the 

BMWCCA he would drive his BMW 

525iT wagon to the PVGP car show 

rather than the MGB- air conditioning 

now a necessity for the drive.  Ah, 

yes, the comfort of automotive air 

conditioning in the middle of July! 

 

 

 
German Hill 

 

Fast forward to 2017 – I had not 

attended the PVGP since 2001, and 

thought, why not check out the 2017 

PVGP?  I thought it would be a great 

idea to meet up with JD and attend the 

PVGP together like the old days.   

 

 
PVGP Race Corner Worker tent 

 

He agreed. This time we would drive 

together in his rare 2003 BMW 540iT 

M-Sport wagon.  With air 

conditioning.   JD met me at the 

Norfolk airport and we drove his 

BMW from Norfolk, VA to Pittsburgh.  

The 540iT is a rapid conveyance, and 

an effortless trip with the air 

conditioning working as it should in a 

modern.   

 

 
How many 2002’s can be in one place? 

 

 
850 CSi 

 

In 2017, I only noticed one E31 on the 

BMW show field- an Orient Blue 850, 

which happened to be owned by E31 

Chapter member, Michael Noble. 

 

 
Pretty Car 

 

 
White M1 

 

  Pittsburg Vintage Grand Prix Car Show 
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Calypso Red arrives 

 

Fast forward to 2018 – the 36th 

annual, PVGP featured Marque of the 

year was to be BMW.  And the date of 

the show happened to correspond to 

the last few days of the BMWCCA 

Octoberfest being held in Pittsburgh 

on the Thursday before the Giant Car 

Show, I again flew from Vancouver to 

Norfolk.  JD, along with his son Colin 

and I drove to the event in JD’s 540iT 

M-Sport, same car as in 2017 and still 

a great touring/highway 

conveyance. With high daytime 

temperatures and extra high 

humidity, the E39 540iT air 

conditioning insured that we arrived 

at our destinations in cool, relaxed 

comfort.  Ahhhhh. 

 
Another pretty E31

 

 

 
By Henry and Kirsti Christoff 

 

 
Henry with some refreshments 

 

As readers may recall, last 

September Kirsti and I visited Europe 

which included a stop in Munich.  

After our day-long adventure on a 

Thursday at the BMW Museum and  

BMW Welt, we walked back to our 

Munich accommodations- the 

Leonardo Royal Hotel.  The Leonardo 

is on the same street and only a short 

block away from BMW Group 

Classic.  The BMW Group Classic, 

139,000-plus square foot complex is 

home to an amazing amount of BMW 

history, including a large collection 

of vintage and classic BMW’s, Mini’s 

and Rolls Royce’s, restoration 

workshops and a service center for 

customer cars which includes parts  

sales for vintage and classic models. 

This facility can also host any number 

of automotive functions – meetings, 

seminars, and the ever popular cars 

and coffee.  

 

In the late afternoon as Kirsti and I 

walked back to the hotel from the 

Welt, we walked past BMW Classic. 

They were hosting a local after work 

Cars and Coffee.  In addition to 

BMW’s there was a varied assortment 

of classics on display.  Naturally, we 

(ok, maybe just me and not Kirsti) 

were not too tired to look at more 

cars! 

 
Cars and Coffee – Munich style! 

 

Friday morning, we were up early, as 

we had an 8:30AM appointment at 

BMW Group Classic where Kirsti had 

arranged as a birthday gift for me a 

Classic Rental for the day.  When we 

arrived at reception, it was good to 

see several back issues of Roundel 

Magazine on the counter. We were 

graciously welcomed by our contact, 

 
Kirsti and BMW’s 

 

Ruben Jaskulke of BMW Group 

Classic Communications/Policy / 

Vehicle Operations. After some 

discussion of our visit to Munich thus 

far, I asked if it was possible to take a 

tour of the workshop facilities and the 

collector classics stored on the 

premises- and his answer was yes!  

As you can see from the photos, it was 

a most interesting tour.  Many cars 

were being actively serviced in the 

shop area. We were also shown a 

movie car owned by BMW Classic 

which was in the process of   

refurbishment- it was the actual BMW 

750iL 7 Series from the James Bond 

movie “Tomorrow Never Dies”.  In 

the film, rather than being driven 

remotely by Bond, a stunt driver was 

squeezed into an extremely small  

  a trip to BMW land – part II:  Visiting BMW Classic Group 
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seat behind the driver seat and was 

operating the vehicle with the use of 

remote controls for changing gears, 

steering, and throttle/brakes, with 

the aid of a small video screen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

68Z5lRJoFew 

 

After leaving the shop area we were 

guided to the vehicle storage area.  

Mr. Jaskulke was very informative 

and knowledgeable about the cars in 

the collection.  Although many cars 

were signed out to various museums 

around the world, (including the local 

BMW Museum in Munich) there were 

still quite a few cars to ogle.  BMW 

Classic have three E31’s in their 

collection: an 840 was on display at 

the BMW Museum and two 850’s (one 

was a CSi) in storage at BMW Classic. 

Unfortunately, we were unable to 

view the famous M8 prototype.   

 

 
The 1802 in the employee parking lot 

 

Finally, the time had come to be 

introduced to our rental car for the 

day – a 1974 BMW 1802 (Euro model 

of the famous 2002), painted 

Siennabraun with light beige interior.  

Ironically, my first BMW was a 1974 

2002 Tii, in the same color 

combination! The last time I drove my 

Tii was in 1983.  Getting behind the 

wheel of our rental 1802 was like a 

reminder of good times past.  Once 

Mr. Jaskulke reviewed with me the 

controls we were ready for our 

adventure – driving approximately 

1.5 hours via the A92 Autobahn from 

Munich to the BMW manufacturing 

plant and giant parts depot in 

Dingolfing.  Most E31 owners will 

recognize Dingolfing as the plant 

where our 8 Series cars were 

assembled in the day. For the most 

part, if your local BMW dealer has to 

back order your E31 part to 

Germany, it will probably be stocked 

and shipped from the BMW 

Dingolfing Parts Depot. 

 

 
Ruben Jaskulke on the left; Henry Christoff in 

the driver’s seat 

 

We drove the rental 1802 at a modest 

110 to 120 KPH (68-75 MPH) as we 

watched the train of big Audi’s, 

Mercedes’ and BMW’s blast past us in 

the left lane. Many of those vehicles 

were exceeding 160 KPH (100 MPH).  

It was surprising how many cars 

slowed way down to give our classic 

BMW an admiring look and thumbs 

up as they passed.    

 

 
BMW Classic Tour entrance 

 

Kirsti and I arrived at the Dingolfing 

assembly plant, Besucher Pavillon in 

plenty of time for our pre-registered, 

English speaking plant tour.   There 

were several snack machines at 

reception from which to select some 

not so healthy snacks.  We did not 

stop for lunch before arrival at 

Dingolfing. Kirsti was very hungry 

and devoured two Snickers bars in 

less than 4 minutes. The tour 

reception area also housed a gift 

shop, loaded with BMW and MINI 

swag. 

 

 

 
Special BMW Tools used at BMW Classic 

 

 
BMW Classic – an E9 on a stand next to a BMW 

501 Baroque Angel 

 

There were six people for the 

afternoon English speaking tour, and 

rather than deal with the tour 

headsets, our guide opted not to use 

them so we were able to stay close to 

our tour guide the entire tour time. 

This made the tour more personal. 

We began with a quick history of the 

Dingolfing assembly plant and 

moved along to the body 

paint/coating process.  This was 

followed by assembly of the vehicle 

chassis on the assembly lines.  We 

saw both 5 and 7 Series cars being 

fully assembled.  There were people 

and robots delivering parts to the 

various lines and it was extremely 

interesting to see how a modern, fully 

assembled dashboard is ‘slid’ into 

position via a long robotic pole with 

an assembly line worker guiding this 

into the facia area of the vehicle- it 

was quickly located, then bolted 

down and the cable harnesses 

connected. Poof, done in what 

seemed like less than two minutes! 

 

Once the cars are completely 

assembled, they arrive at the dyno 

area of the plant. The vehicles are 

started up, proceeded by initial 

power checks then a full process of 

vehicle dyno tests are run and 

documented.  This test document is  
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held in production archives then 

transferred into the vehicle historical 

record documents file.  After dyno 

testing, the car is moved to final 

quality assessment before it is sent to 

the shipping area of the plant. 

 

 
BMW Classic Service area 

 

Just over two hours later, our tour 

came to an end.  But before we left the 

assembly area, we were provided a 

sneak peek into the area of the plant 

that was reserved and being readied 

for new 8 Series production.  

Significant assembly space and 

robots were being amassed.  You 

could picture in your mind the 

various bits that will soon be arriving 

and assembled into the new 8 Series. 

 

INFORMATION: Many thanks to 

Ruben Jaskulke at BMW Group 

Classic for making our day 

memorable- an excellent host! The 

1802 performed flawlessly the entire 

time and we had many appreciating 

looks from other people in cars on the 

Autobahn and local streets of Munich.  

Suffice to say – we had a lot of fun. If 

you are interested in renting a classic 

BMW from BMW Group Classic, go to 

their website for details. A chauffeur 

can also be included at an extra cost, 

which we were told was common for 

vehicles rented for weddings.  

 

 
BMW Classic Storage 

 

 
BMW Classic Storage – note the M1 at the 

bottom of the picture 

 
James Bond Movie Car – note the driver’s seat 

in back from the scene where the car was 

backing up but you could not see the driver 

 

If you have not already investigated 

the BMW Group Classic website, I 

recommend you do so.  There is a 

wealth of information and they often 

have special reports on events of 

note to BMW owners.  Further details 

here: https://www.bmwgroup-

classic.com/en.html 

 

Further details here:  

https://www.bmwgroup-

classic.com/en/offers-and-

services/bmw-rent.html 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Courtesy of 8er.org 

 

Innovation in Automobile Production 

always start with a vision. 

  

 Therefore Engineers & Stylists must 

not only have technical now-how but 

also a lot of imagination. They must 

be able to think along new 

unprecedent alliance and they must 

be bold enough to build what nobody 

has done before. To create genuine 

progress and be ahead of the 

competition, they must build bridges 

into the future. The E31 we present 

you on 8er.org represents a quantum 

leap in progress. It is the perfect 

bend of beautiful styling with fine 

performance & fascinating 

technology. 

 

 
 

The designers retained the 

identifying BMW double-kidney 

grille, but shrunk it into a very low, 

all-plastic 3.5-mph nose. It was 

available in Chrome as OEM on the 

latest 840Ci ///M edition in Japan. 

Two large flaps hid the retractable 

headlights that incorporated high & 

low beams and fog lights. If the main 

lights were retracted, slower traffic 

could be flashed with auxiliary lights 

at the far corners of the bumper (and 

trust it happens all time long). 

Although the shape is clearly a 

wedge, the stylists wanted to avoid 

making the trunk look high.  

 

 The relatively low luggage 

compartment edge gives the body 

   History of the 8 

https://www.bmwgroup-classic.com/en.html
https://www.bmwgroup-classic.com/en.html
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the elegance character of a 

notchback instead of the "rucksack 

design" effect so often produced by 

cars with too much emphasis on 

aerodynamics. 

 

 
 

When the 850i made its debut at the 

Frankfurt Auto Show in 1989 for the 

replacement of the much-beloved 

and long lived 6-series, it was felt like 

a car with contradictions. Although it 

was clear that BMW intended the 850i 

to be a mobile status symbol, in a 

word THE flagship of BMW: the 

ultimate Gran Turismo 2+2 coupe.  

 

 The 8 series represented a 

technological tour de force, and its 

styling marked departure from 

previous BMW coupes, making it one 

of the most beautiful BMWs ever 

made.  

 Unlike its aerodynamically 

challenged predecessor, the 6-

series, the 850i benefitted from a 

substantial amount of CAD 

engineering and wind-tunnel testing.  

 That brought the 850i's coefficient of 

drag down at a remarkable 0.29 

compared to the 635csi's 0.39 cd.    

That aerodynamic efficiency was also 

achieved while keeping the look of 

the car "clean" and free of visible 

aero add-ons.  

 

Extensive work was done on air 

intake and extraction, to the front and 

rear aprons, body sills & underbody.  

 The brake-cooling air ducts, as well 

as the wheels, were designed to 

extract air tangentially outward.  

 The roof's lateral convexity and the 

transitions to the A- and C-pillars also 

helped the E31's drag coefficient and 

made the car one of the least 

sensitive to crosswinds in the BMW 

stable.  

 

 Along with aerodynamic 

improvement, the E31 also got a CAD  

/ modal analysis-engineered body 

shell that was lighter (by eight 

pounds at 728bs), stringer, stiffer (by 

30%) and safer than its predecessor.  

 The body was designed to deform in 

a collision so as to reduce head and 

chest loads by 40% in conjunction 

with the SGS seat-integrated front 

seat belts, with automatically 

adjusted for height depending on the 

fore and aft position of the seat.  

 

 The rear seats used belts that 

retracted out of the center, which 

reduced the chance of head contact 

with any hard interior parts in side 

impacts.  

 The passenger's survival cell was 

designed to offer maximum 

protection in impacts up to 60 km/h 

(35 mph), a 17% higher kinetic 

energy absorption than what the 

Feds required.  

 

 BMW engineers also strove to 

reduce the cost of repairing damage 

from low level impacts through the 

use of plastic front & rear bumpers, 

energy absorbing foam and impact-

absorbing folding tubes front & rear.  

 

 As a consequence, the 850i also 

provided protection for pedestrians 

and bicyclists that might be struck by 

the vehicle via rounded, smooth 

body panels, an energy-absorbing 

hood, hidden windshield wipers and 

non-protecting rain gutters.  

 

 The overall construction was also 

intended to safeqard lighter and 

smaller vehicles in that greater 

proportion than normal of an 

accident's kinetic energy would be 

absorbed by the E31 in a crash.  

 

 The E31 received a comfortable, 

modern interior-elegant and 

understated but a with a certain 

Teutonic austerity.  

 

The multi-adjustable memory seats 

were the interior's most striking 

feature, and their cowhides covered 

a clever multi-density foam that gave 

the excellent comfort on long trips.  

 

 The dashboard's dials, buttons, 

switches and readouts would make a  

pilot feel right at home while the 

center console was the first to get the 

multi-informational display that most 

BMWs now feature.  

 

Steering wheel rake and reach were 

electrically adjustable, and the wheel 

rose its highest position each time the 

engine was switched off, returning to 

the drivers setting when the ignition 

was turned on.  

 

 
 

The E31's complex dual-zone auto air  

conditioning system even filtered 

out, via a synthetic filter mat and 

static electrical charge, particles to 

below 5 microns.  

 The filters traps pollen, spores, dust, 

haze, germs, asbestos, insecticides, 

dust, diesel soot, bacteria and up to 

30% if viruses. Again, this was 

pioneered on the 8 and is now see on 

almost all BMWS.  

 

 Noise suppression was also a 

priority, with special attention paid to 

window sealing.  

 

The 850i's flush side window lower 

themselves 1.5 cm when the doors 

are opened; upon closure, a complex 

resealing process takes place, 

involving multiple-element rubber 

seals that keep the windows from 

bowing out at speed.  

 

The resulting noise reduction is 

commendable, and permits you to 

listen to sublime music that in lesser 

cars would be accompanied by 

creaks, groans and the whirring of 

electrical motors.   Part of the credit 

for quiet must go to the V12 engine - 

by design a very smooth, low-

vibration motor.   BMW further stilled 

a rigidly mounted central two-piece 

propeller shaft, more substantial 

castings for the gearbox and flange 

and ultra-high quality gear teeth. The 

Same purpose was served by 

hydraulically damped pivots for the  

front axle, elastic-mounted  
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brake/fuel lines, a damped fuel 

pump and separate spring and shock 

absorber mounting points with 

additional rubber underlays.  

 

The Interior underfloor, meanwhile, 

was a single pre-molded foam-

backed noise insulating shell.   The 

engine air intakes and filters were 

placed behind the headlights and 

given integrated noise damping, 

while an enclosed air guide from the 

long nose to the radiator kept 

turbulence to a minimum. 

 

 
 

The engine itself was the familiar 

M710 5.0l V12 that had first appeared 

on the 750i, although it received 

minor changes for installation in the 

8-series, such as relocation of the oil 

filter and rerouting of the throttle and 

fuel lines.  

 

The 850's massive exhaust system 

was mostly stainless steel, with the 

outer casting of the mufflers made of 

aluminum-clad sheet steel.   The 

catalytic converters were integrated 

into the floor and featured outer 

contours shaped for low 

aerodynamic drag.  

 

After the cats, the exhaust gases 

entered a central muffler followed by 

two secondary silencers in the far 

rear corners of the car.   This 

expensive system was mounted 

directly to the body (rather than 

suspended by rubber rings) via 

preloaded solid silicon rubber 

mountings that could accommodate 

up to 1.4 inches of expansion.   Noise 

reduction, higher heat resistance, 

long life and automated installation 

on the assembly line were additional 

benefits.  

 

The 5.0l aluminum block M70 v12 had 

fairly compact dimensions and a  

relatively low weight (528lbs). 

Electronic functions were handled by 

the state-of-art Bosch M1.7 digital 

motor electronics (DME) and an 

electronic power output control 

(EMC) that took care of the timing 

and fuel maps.   The M1.7 enabled the 

v12 to run as two six-cylinder 

engines; if one side had problems, 

the other could continue to run.  

 

A single overhead camshaft per bank 

activated two valves per cylinder via 

self-adjusting hydraulic tappets.   

Compression ratio was 8.8:1, while 

power output for the original 4,9998 

cc v12 was 296hp at 5200 rpm and 332 

lb-ft of torque at 4100rpm. 

  

With the standard six-speed 

transmission, it propelled the 850i to 

a zero to 62mph (100km/h) time of 6.0 

seconds.  As it is today, top speed in 

1989 was electronically restricted to 

155mph.  

 

Most 850i's left the factory with the ZF 

four-speed HP 24 automatic 

transmission shared with the 750i-

itself a nice electronically managed 

torque converter with Drive, Sport 

and Manual modes as well as a self-

diagnostic functions, fault 

identification and an emergency 

operating program.  

 

In 1993, this transmission was 

upgraded to the even more 

advanced and adaptable five-speed 

automatic Steptronic Gearbox.   

Those who choose the manual got a 

six-speed aluminum pressure-cast 

transmission jointly developed by 

BMW and Getrag.   This remarkable 

transmission had a 1:1 fifth gear ratio, 

while sixth was a 0.831 overdrive. 

Bevel gear synchronization with 

sintered coatings on the synchronizer 

rings made for excellent longevity. 

Automatic transmission fluid (ATF) 

was used for improved shift quality, 

especially at low temperatures.  

 

Like the motor, the transmission 

mounts were hydraulically damped.  

 A single-plate 11-inch asbestos-free 

clutch sent power to the final ratio of 

2.65:1.  The 850i go a double pivot 

spring strut front suspension with 

aluminum lower wishbones that 

ensured very stable straight-line  

tracking and minimized brake dive.   

Front track was increased by 4.8 

inches overt the 6 series, and as in the 

7 and the 5 series, the leading link 

was hydraulically damped to give 

even greater freedom from road 

noise and harshness.   Twin tube gas 

shocks and a stabilizer bar 

completed the picture of a fairly 

conventional and competent front 

suspension setup.  

 

The "integral" rear axle, on the other 

hand, was a very new & complex 

design specifically developed for the 

850i.   This used "3D wheel location 

with optimized elastokinematics to 

prevent uncontrolled wheel angles & 

self-steering effects as a result of 

lateral, braking & tractive forces".  

 In other words, it tried to keep the 

car level and wheels aligned !  

 

The steering was BMW's familiar 

Servotronic recirculating ball 

engine-speed sensitive power 

steering with a 15.4:1 ratio. 

 

 
 

The E31 was more dependent upon 

electronics than any BMW that had 

come before it.   BMW was innovative 

in simplifying some very complex 

systems, being one of the first to 

make extensive use of multiplex 

systems (in which several electrical 

messages can be sent through the 

same wire) to reduce the size of the 

wiring harness.   In the E31, multiplex 

wiring was used for the instruments, 

central locking, windshield wiper 

controls, windows and sunroof.  

 

BMW also offered EDC III Electronic 

Damping Control on the 850i, a 

system of electronically controlled 

shocks that were adjusted according 

to sensor inputs that monitored road  

 

speed, passenger and luggage load,  

lateral, longitudinal, and vertical  
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acceleration and steering wheel 

angle. A trunk-mounted 16-bit 

microprocessor with a 12MHz clock 

rate sent commands to the shocks, 

where solenoids adjusted the 

damping force within 40 

milliseconds.  

 

A driver-activated program selected 

the range, while a Sport Program 

deleted the soft seating (30% softer 

than standard suspension).   The 

system performed seamlessly, while 

a self-diagnostic program reduced 

service and permitted the car to 

remain drivable in the event of 

failure.  

 

And of course, there was a four-

channel anti-lock braking system 

(ABS) consisting of 12.8x1.2-inch 

vented rotors clamped by single-

piston floating calipers in the front, 

and by parking brake-integrated 

12.8x05-inch solid discs in the rear.  

Pad wear detectors monitored the 

asbestos-free brake pads at the right 

front and left rear and sent a warning 

to the Multifunction Display on the 

center console when replacement 

time arrived.  

 The E31 also got ASC+T traction 

control and RDC tire pressure 

monitoring, two features which have 

become standard on most BMWs with 

time.  

 

 The 8 Series continued to evolve, by 

1993, a v8-powered 840Ci had been 

added to the lineup, while the 850i 

was replaced by the 850Ci with a 

larger 5.4l v12.  

 

The manual transmission was 

eliminated on the 850Ci and BMW's 

second generation traction control 

system added, along with DSC II, 

which worked with ABS to control 

wheelspin at any of the car's four 

wheels, correcting oversteer or 

understeer as well as wheelspin 

under acceleration. 

 

United States:  

 

 The BMW 8-series (internal platform 

code E31) began production in May 

of 1989 and remained in production 

for the U.S. market until August of 

1997.  Worldwide production 

continued until August of 1999.  

 

A total of 30,609 E31s were built, of 

which 6,788 were imported into the 

United States with the remainder sold 

in Europe and worldwide.    This 

discussion will focus on the E31 

variants imported into the United 

States during the 1991 through 1997 

model years.  

 

Data from the BMW archives 

indicates that E31 production began 

in October of 1989, with the 850i. 

BMW claims that 649 examples of the 

850i were sold in the United States 

during the 1990 model year.  

 

In 1991, U.S. imports of the E31 

peaked when BMW sold 1712 

examples of the 850i in the United 

States.  In 1992, sales fell by more 

than half to 805.  In 1993, the 850Ci 

was introduced and 976 examples 

were sold in the United States. As 

described more fully below, except 

for some cosmetic items the 1993 

850Ci was identical to the 850i.  

 

During model years 1990 to 1993, the 

initial E31 variant (badged as both 

the 850i and the 850Ci) sold a total of 

4,142 cars in the United States.  

 Put another way, 61 percent of all 

E31s imported into the United States 

were imported during the 1990 -1993 

time frame.  

 

Accordingly, if you are looking to 

purchase a used E31 in the US, the 

1991 and 1992 850i dominates the 

market with the 1993 850Ci close 

behind. And it's fair to say E31s from 

all three years are virtually identical.  

 

In August of 1994, BMW began 

producing an upgraded version of 

the 850Ci.   This model remained in 

production until BMW stopped 

building E31s for the U.S. market in 

August of 1997.  

 

By that time MSRP had climbed to the 

$100,000 range, so it's not surprising 

that only 363 examples of the 

upgraded 850Ci were imported 

during the 1994 through 1997 model 

years.   Put another way, for the V-12 

cars the "first" E31 variant 

outnumbers the "final" E31 variant. 
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Editor’s note:  I recently read this short review, and it sounded like Jay was speaking of our 8’s! 

 

Jay Leno has 3 rules for buying 

collector cars that will go up in value 

 

His impressive auto collection 

consists of more than 100 vehicles. 

And some of them have proven to be 

valuable investments: "I have a 

McLaren F1 I bought 20 years ago for 

$800,000 and somebody offered me 

$17 million for it the other day," the 

car connoisseur and host of CNBC's 

"Jay Leno's Garage" tells CNBC Make 

It. 

  

If you're looking to invest in antique 

or collector cars, Leno has three 

basic rules: 

 

 
 

1.The vehicle should be of technical 

or historical interest. 

2.It should be fun to drive. 

3.It should be pleasant to look at. 

 

"If you have a car that you think is just 

beautiful and you enjoy washing and 

polishing it, and it's fun to drive and 

it's technically interesting, then it'll 

probably go up in value," says Leno, 

who is currently kicking off the Hot 

Wheels Legends Tour. 

 

He never buys a car simply because 

he thinks it will appreciate, though. In 

fact, when he bought the McLaren F1, 

"I never thought it would go up in 

value," he tells CNBC Make It. "I 

bought it because I liked it." 

 

"If you're just trying to buy cars for 

investment purposes, you'll always 

be disappointed because you'll 

never make enough money," he 

continues. "But if you buy something 

that you like, if it goes down in value, 

then at least you still like it." 

 

 

 

 

 
From 8er.org 

 

 

DIY Wheel Scuff Repair (from 

8er.org) 

 

Well, there I was...backing into a 

parking space against a curb and I 

was in a hurry and I heard 

it...SCRAPE! One fraction of a 

second...barely moving. Got out and 

looked at the 

rim...OOOOOOWWWWW! 

 

 
 

Well, no need to fear...I've done this 

enough times to have an easy way to 

do home repairs with a few simple 

items. Note that this ONLY covers 

light scuffs, this isn't meant to be used 

to repair a DAMAGED wheel or one 

where the scuffs cause significant 

damage to the rim. This is only for 

those annoying superficial scuffs like 

happened to me more times than I 

care to admit.  

 

Now there are PLENTY of GOOD 

services which can do this for VERY 

reasonable money...most folks will 

happily do this but I'm inpatient and 

have the free time (generally) to 

spend a couple of hours doing this 

and it REALLY takes the edge off 

donking my wheels when I know I 

can simply fix it myself.  

 

 So if you are interested...here's what 

you need: 

 

 
 

I have a can of scratch-filler primer, 

the WURTH wheel paint and clear 

(got mine at Performance Products), 

some paint thinner, Bondo spot putty 

(or equivalent), sand paper and some 

240 and 400 grit sandpaper (if you 

are REALLY anal...get some 600 grit).  

 

 Step 1.  

Clean...clean...clean...and did I 

mention CLEAN! 

 

 Jay Leno’s 3 rules for Buying Collector Cars 

 

 tech corner 

 DIY Wheel Scuff Repair 
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This is one of the most important 

steps. Use paint thinner to 

THOROUGHLY clean the ENTIRE 

area around the damage...you need 

to get ANY wax or polish or anything 

off the wheel...I'm going to remind 

you EVERY step...I probably end up 

wiping down these surfaces 10 or 

more times before painting...if you 

don't do this, the rest is pointless. 

Also, we want to work ONLY on the 

area that's damaged...don't go nuts 

and try to paint half your wheel on the 

car...for this technique to succeed we 

want to sand and paint the area only 

IMMEDIATELY around the damage.  

 

 2. Sand and Putty 

 

 
 

I like to START by masking the tire 

from the wheel...get the masking 

tape WELL behind the rim. Next, 

sand the area to a nice "feather" with 

240 grit sandpaper and wipe some 

spot putty on. IMPORTANT...this 

ENTIRE project will work best if the 

wheel is in the sun and it’s a nice 

warm day...the drying time of spot 

putty is minutes but if it's cold or 

damp, this project is likely to not 

work out too well. Remember...keep 

your sanding to the IMMEDIATE area 

around the damage. Trust me on this.  

 

 So once you've done the first round 

of putty, switch to the finer of your 

sandpaper (400 grit in my case) and 

sand and putty until it FEELS and 

LOOKS flush. Note that I use the 

paper wrapped around a piece of 

wood to make a flat sanding block. 

It's best to sand with a flat block to get 

the smoothest finish: 

 

 
Note that up to this point...including 

waiting 5 to 10 minutes between coats 

of putty that the whole project has 

taken about 40 minutes. 

 

 
 

4. Masking and primering: 

 

 
 

Okay, here's where a bit of laziness is 

going to create an entire new clay-

bar project. This metallic paint will 

get everywhere. I'm talking 

permanently attached to the fender 

on the opposite corner of the 

car...mask carefully and cover the 

whole car with a sheet or equivalent.  

 

 I've used the thick scratch-filler 

primer and sanded it and put a bit 

more putty on. Note that this is the 

first place where I use the NASA 

technique. Immediately after I spray 

the primer (or paint) I clean ALL the 

overspray off the spokes of the wheel 

(clean rag and paint thinner) and the 

area around the inside of the rim...I 

do NOT want to try to get paint to 

smoothly adhere to the entire wheel! 

We just want to paint the repair. Only 

the clear coat will be sprayed without 

wiping off the overspray. Wait for the 

primer to fully dry and lightly sand it 

with 400 or 600 grit sandpaper. 

 

 
 

5. Painting  

 

 VITAL: READ THE CAN...if you try to 

use this paint in cold temperatures 

(or in damp conditions) it's going to 

be a mess...shake the can for a 

minute at LEAST and push the spray 

nozzle as you sweep across and 

release at the end. This is roughly the 

distance I used the can from the 

wheel...I HIGHLY recommend 

painting some scrap something to get 

used to the distances and thickness 

this paint sprays. 

 

 
 

Now we should be nearly done but 

(as always) Pete got inpatient and 

sprayed the clear way too soon and 

lifted the paint and messed it all up. 

This is NO BIGGIE...take a deep 

breath, get out your rag and the paint 

thinner and take it all off. The thinner 

I used did not eat into the primer so I 
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simply cleaned the wheel (again) and 

got to respray the silver.  

 

 Here's the paint lifting because of the 

clear being sprayed too soon. 

 
 

okay, fast forward a few minutes...I 

had to roll the car forward a bit to 

keep it in the sun and I had cleaned 

(and let fully dry) the wheel and RE-

sprayed the silver. Now I'm using the 

NASA technique on the silver paint 

and CAREFULLY removing the 

overspray: 

 

 
 

And here's the nicely painted wheel. 

I'm going to not be an idiot and let the 

paint dry OVERNIGHT (like I knew i 

should) and do the clear coat  

tomorrow. 

 

 
 

 

Original article: 

 

http://www.8er.org/forum/showthre

ad.php?2000-Wheel-Scuff-Repair 

 

 

 
 

 
By Roger Wray 

Editor, E31 NEWS 

 

It is hard to believe that it is summer 

already.  Special thanks to Brian 

Diefenbacher for supplying the 

beautiful picture of his 1993 850Ci in 

Arizona.  Brian’s picture was one of 

those submitted to the 2018 Chapter 

Photo Contest.  I hope to use more in 

upcoming editions of the E31 NEWS. 

 

Thanks again to the many 

contributors of this edition of the E31 

NEWS. It looks like the BC 8’s have 

had a busy spring! It is your 

newsletter, so keep those great 

articles and pictures coming. 

 

As all of you know, this year marks 

the reintroduction of the 8 series by 

BMW.  Contact your local dealerships 

and coordinate a showing of your 

E31’s alongside the new 8 (of course 

we will know which one will be better 

looking).  Take some pictures and 

send your submissions to:    

newsletter@bmwccae31.com.  We 

will put something together for the 

E31 NEWS with pictures and  write-

ups from all over North America of 

the E31 and the new 8. 

 

Always remember, it is the car that 

brings us together, but it is the 

people that make us who we are.   

 

 

Happy Driving!

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Make sure your 8 is registered at 8Coupe.com 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the tail lights 
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