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AZ 8’s drive to Wickenburg,  Feb 4 
       Phoenix, AZ    Briandief@mac.com 
2018 Classic Car Auto Show, March 2 - 4 
       LA, CA    www.theclassicautoshow.com 
        socaleights@gmail.com 

AZ 8’s Wrenchfest and BBQ,  March 3 
       Cave Creek, AZ    Briandief@mac.com 
Southeast Sharkfest, April (final date TBD) 

Spartanburg, SC (BMW Factory)          
www.bmwsharkfest.org          

 
 

E31 Tech Advisors 
__________________________________________________________________ 
This is a list of E31 Chapter members who have volunteered to serve as E31 
Technical advisors.  Please call them for technical assistance, but also call at 
reasonable hours.  If you would like to be added to the list, please let the Editor 
know. 

 
Tom “Wuffer” Carter   (reasonable time PST) 604-530-6609 
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By Steffen Staiger               

President, E31 Chapter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays fellow 8ers! 

 

I sit here with my Apfelkuchen and 

hot cup of coffee, pondering the year 

that is almost at a close.  

 

Inevitably, my mind reflects on what 

a great group of people E31 owners 

are. During the warmer months, we 

flock to the numerous car gatherings 

where we can show off our E31s and 

visit with each other. But these colder 

months force many of us to put our 

cars away, leaving us anxiously 

awaiting the first signs of spring.  

 

Despite the weather, the dedication 

and affinity for our 4-wheeled family 

members is still the same. With the 

increased presence of E31 related 

groups on the internet, we continue 

to grow closer. We find ways to 

gather, share, and assist other 

owners over the internet. 

 

As a result, we continually add to the 

already extensive knowledge base of 

these cars. The legacy of our 

experience can then become 

available to ever more owners and 

enthusiasts.  

 

I was recently at a local BMW Dealer 

picking up some parts when I was 

approached by a Technician who 

wanted to take a closer look at my 

850. After a few minutes, I asked if he 

has ever worked on any of these cars. 

Surprisingly he had!  

 

He also admitted to searching the 

internet for additional info because 

he needed more than the BMW 

manual could provide. Chances are 

good that he read some of our posts 

to repair the car he was working on.  

 

When I first jumped into the E31 pool 

many years ago, I did so much like 

most, blindfolded – only knowing 

three things. One: that it is a beautiful 

car. Two: that it is a BMW. And three: 

that I would enjoy owning it.  

 

While there was never any doubt on 

the first two points, the third 

sometimes left me frustrated, with 

many “oh, crap, what have I gotten 

myself into?” moments. But in the 

end, it was only through the 

networking of other owners, and 

some spirited trial-and-error 

moments that made this trip 

worthwhile and even possible. 

 

For 2018 let’s not hesitate to ask 

questions, join in the discussion, and 

reach out for help. E31 owners are 

the best. Even if you feel like you’re 

in the deep end, it’s good to know 

that you are never alone. 

 

 

 
George and Sue Whiteley’s 1994 850 CSi

 from the driver’s seat 
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By Tom Jacobsmeyer 

 

 
 

In our last few parties we've always 

had a night time, dinner event. We 

changed that up this year with a 

Saturday brunch and it was well 

received by the attendees. Next 

year...Saturday brunch was the call 

from everyone. It was a great turnout 

of the local SoCalEights group with 

wives and significant others joining 

the pilots.  

 

 
Fern Mora, SoCalEights President 

 

The Long Beach Yacht Club is a 

spectacular place to have a soiree of 

this type given the location and it's a 

beautiful venue and setting. We are 

lucky to have generous members Hal 

and Beverly who graciously offer 

their club as our Holiday Hangout.  

Thanks, guys! 

 

 

Brunch was standard brunch fare with 

breakfast items and an omelet bar. 

The food was excellent as always and 

a few mimosas certainly helped with 

digestion and camaraderie.  Some of 

our members are more local than 

others with our distance drivers 

coming from as far as 60 miles to join 

the festivities.  That just goes to show 

that SoCalEights puts on great 

events. We had a raffle with a number 

of items as winnings. The lucky 

winners got those neat electric flares 

that blink-'til-you're-dizzy in a bunch 

of different patterns. We also handed 

out coffee cups, key rings and one 

lucky winner won a SoCalEights 

lightweight jacket (available in our 

shop if you really want one).  

 

The parking lot was littered with 

E31's which is not usually the case for 

the night time dinner. It was great to 

see familiar faces after a few months 

of no events. Next year promises to 

have a nice collection of local travel 

options for the gang including those 

always well attended Wrenchfests 

(February 3rd and August 4th). We'll 

be planning to attend and support a 

number of new events as well as the 

old tried and true: The Classic Auto 

Show (LA Convention Center), 

possibly another Road Rally, 

Bimmerfest, Huntington Beach 

Concours, a Cruise with Pub Quiz 

event, SoCal Vintage BMW Meet and 

of course the Holiday Party.  

 

 
 

This was a pretty darn fun way to end 

the year. It was an outstanding year in 

2017 and we're all looking forward to 

more adventures in 2018.  

 

Happy Holidays and drive safe. 

 

 

 
SoCalEights members enjoy the Saturday Brunch Holiday Party at the Long Beach Yacht Club 

  chapter news 

 socaleights holiday party - 2017 
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By Henry Christoff 

 

 
 

 

It was a cloudy and chilly Sunday 

morning with light showers at Tim 

Horton’s – just a short distance from 

Wuffer’s Garage & Spa.  Five E31’s 

attended (Andrew, John T., Martin, 

Tom and Henry C.) plus, Glen G 

arrived in a Subaru- his M5 on winter 

storage insurance.  Most folks hung 

out until almost 11AM.  Although only 

a few cars turned out – everyone 

attending enjoyed the outing.  There 

was discussion - and plenty of 

interest -  about a spring drive via the 

Hope-Princeton Hwy to Princeton, 

British Columbia.   

 

Now the 8’s are  tucked away, but  

standby for a list of events for 2018.

 

 
BC 8’s line up in the Beautiful weather at Cars & Coffee 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The E31 Chapter announces the 2018 

E31 Official Photo contest!  Get out 

those cameras and start clicking 

away.    Here are the rules: 

 

1. The photo contest is open to all E31 

Chapter Members. 

 

2. Limit of 5 photographs per 

member. 

 

3. Photographs must have E31 

content – cars, interiors, etc 

4. No people in the photographs 

please.  (models, etc.  Photographs at 

public events with spectators in the 

background are fine) 

 

5. Photographs submitted with the 

authorization to be utilized by the E31 

Chapter as they see fit. 

 

6. Photographs must include the 

member name, E31 model, and 

member contact information. 

7. Photographs should be the highest 

resolution possible, and submitted in 

jpeg format. 

 

8  Photographs and all information 

should be submitted to:  

newsletter@bmwccae31.com 

 
Deadline for submission is 

Wednesday, February 28th, 2018. 

 BC8’s cars & coffee 

 2018 E31 official photo contest 
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By Jon L. Nelson 

 

Following is the Preliminary 

Treasurer's Report for FY 2017.  

 

2017 was a stable year for the BMW 

Car Club of America, E31 Chapter. 

Revenues were relatively constant 

and the retained earnings increased 

due to the reduction in ongoing 

operating expenses.  Membership 

was also stable at just under 100 

members. 

 

The following financial information 

for 2017 is considered “preliminary" 

as the details have not been 

submitted to the National and will not 

be “final" until the BMWCCA makes 

its request of the membership 

chapters (later in the Spring along 

with the annual IRS filing). 

 

Jon L. Nelson 

Treasurer 

 

Cash on hand (1/1/2017)

 $1,121.44 

Cash on hand (12/31/2017)

 $2,227.28 

Net equity change 

 $1,106.04 

Total Revenues 

 

Membership rebates $1,496.62 

Events and other      370.00 

 

Total Expenses 

 

Insurance $370.00 

Postage     70.00 

Promotions   290.79 

 

Miscellaneous Expenses      29.99 

 

 

 

 
Reproduced from bmw motorsport.com 

 

BMW Motorsport continues the 

testing program with the new BMW 

M8 GTE in Daytona. 

 

The racing debut is in January 2018. 

Currently, the new BMW M8 GTE has 

completed further test drives.  In 

Daytona, BMW Motorsport and the 

BMW Team RLL were on the road 

during the official track tests of the 

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 

Championship (IWSC) in December.  

 

 
 

The new GT flagship of BMW 

Motorsport was launched for the first 

time with its future competitors from 

North America. On  January 27-28, the 

BMW M8 GTE will compete in its first 

race at the 24 Hours of Daytona. 

  

Prior to the official test drives in 

Daytona, private testing had already 

taken place in Homestead the 

previous week. In both cases, the car 

was cared for by the BMW Team RLL, 

which will compete in the IMSA series 

next season with the new BMW M8 

GTE. John Edwards and Connor De 

Phillippi took turns in the cockpit. 

Homestead also featured Martin 

Tomczyk. 

 

 
 

Connor De Phillippi noted: 

"This test was a good and important 

preparation for everything that awaits 

us in January." 

 

BMW Motorsport and the BMW Team 

RLL worked on a comprehensive 

program during the most recent 

tests. Thus, the latest development 

steps in the areas of performance, 

aerodynamics and electronics were 

subjected to further endurance tests. 

  

The preparation of the new BMW M8 

GTE for the 24 Hours of Daytona is 

now in its hot phase. Using the data 

collected in the US, fine tuning will 

continue in Munich before testing in 

the US just before Christmas. In four 

weeks' time, "The Roar before the 24 

Hours", the official IMSA preparation 

test for the 24-hour race, will be on 

the program. 

 

John Edwards said after testing: 

"It was the first test with the BMW M8 

GTE here in the US, and for me it was 

the first time I drove the new car. It's 

exciting to be involved in development 

work. We went through an extensive 

test list. The team learned a lot about 

the new car and on this basis we can 

continue to work very well in the 

further preparation for the season. " 
 

 

 
 

 

Connor De Phillippi remarked after 

testing: 

"We were able to test a lot of different 

things while taking further steps in 

development. We still have to change 

things here and there, but overall the 

direction is right. This test was a good 

and important preparation for 

everything that awaits us in January. " 

 2017 treasurer’s report 

 

 new bmw M8 GTE  
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If any chapter members are associated with the BMW Club Racing program, here is a new announcement 

 

Announcing the Sunoco BMW Club 

Racer Recruitment Rewards 

Program.  The Marketing team is 

looking to fuel the BMW Club Racing 

ranks and fuel your vehicle. Here’s 

the deal. You will receive a $50.00 

Sunoco Gas Reward when you recruit 

non-licensed driver to attend the 

BimmerWorld BMW CCA Club 

 

 
 

Racing school! Just tell the student to  

inform the Chief Instructor that you 

referred them to the school. Tricia 

will send you a $50.00 Sunoco reward 

card in the mail. This offer is available 

for all licensed BMW Club Racers, 

and you will be allowed one $50.00 

Sunoco Recruitment Reward per 

year. 

 

 
 

The BimmerWorld BMW CCA Club 

Race School is our gateway for 

enlisting and developing new BMW 

CCA Club Racers. As a member of 

the BMW CCA Club Racing 

community, I’m asking for your 

assistance to promote the thrill of 

BMW Club Racing, and actively 

recruit interested new drivers in your 

region. 

 

Drivers do not have to have plans to 

be a racer. We’ll convince them of 

that once they attend the school! And 

don’t worry that there isn’t a school 

near you this year. Promote the 

school and plant the seeds of 

ambition. The school locations will be 

changed in 2018 to provide 

opportunities for all interested 

drivers. 

 

Email Shaun if you would like to 

receive a set of brochures, racer 

recruitment cards, and display rack 

cards. Encourage HPDE advanced 

students and instructors to take the 

BimmerWorld BMW CCA Club 

Racing school as a “next level” 

opportunity to develop their driving 

skills. 

 

If you have questions or would like 

some promotional materials to 

distribute, contact Shaun at 

shaunmckenzie839@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
By Terje from 8er.org 

 

Club E31 Norway is planning a new 

Norwegian tour in 2018.  Space is 

limited, so here is the information for 

those interested. 

 

 
 

The 2018 Norway tour takes us 

through fjords, mountains, and  

 
 

beautiful landscape all the 2000km 

from Stavanger to Lofoten , and then 

back seeing all this from the sea 

traveling back to Bergen with 

Hurtigruta. 

 

This is a long tour with 2000km of 

driving up to Lofoten.  Starting in 

Stavanger Sunday Morning 29-July 

and arrive in Bergen 9-Aug 12 days 

later. Plan is to use 6 Days up from 

Stavanger, not to have too much 

 

 
 

driving every day and day break 

from driving in Røros and arrive 

Friday at Lofoten August 3rd.   We will 

spend 3 Days at Lofoten and have 

different activities before boarding 

Hurtigruta and the ship Trollfjord on  

August 6th  and see most of Norway’s 

  international news 

 sunoco BMW club racer recruitment rewards program 

 

 norway tour 2018 registration open 
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cost line from sea until we arrive 

August 9 at Bergen. This is just the 

preliminary schedule. We have 

booked Hurtigruta, and some hotels 

are being communicated with. 

 

 
 

But we need to know who would be 

interested in such a tour as spaces 

are very limited and we have secured  

15 spaces for cars on Hurtigruta.  This 

will be an expensive tour but great 

fun and experience.   Prices for one 

car and two persons on the ship is 

approx. 15000Nok including 

breakfast and dinners and on 

Hurtigruta, drinks obviously in 

Norway is not included but clean 

clear Norwegian water is free!  

 

 
 

Prices are only preliminary until we 

have secured the stays but looking at 

a total 31500Nok +/- for Hotels and 

Ship with breakfast and a few dinners 

included, here we also plan some  

activities into the price.  Price for 

singles will be calculated when we 

know the details.  

 

 
 

If you wish to contact Terje for more 

details, send a request to 

newsletter@bmwccae31.com, and 

we will forward your contact 

information. 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

 

 
Ken and Karen Fuller’s beautiful 840 Ci outside the showroom at the BMW Car Club meeting at Wyoming Valley Motors’ new showroom 
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By Tim Meeks 

 

The E31 has two 12V batteries 

connected in parallel. This effectively 

doubles the available cranking 

current and capacity but retains the 

standard 12V voltage. Replacing the 

batteries on the E31 certainly 

introduces greater hazards than 

those found on most other cars with a 

single battery. The main problems 

are: 

 If a single battery is changed, 

both batteries can be 

destroyed 

 The positive cable can weld 

itself to the body and 

upsetting damage will occur 

 The CD changer gets in the 

way of the right battery 

 

The batteries on the E31 are hidden 

behind the carpeting on the left and 

right sides of the boot: 

 

 
 

 
 

It is always best to replace both 

batteries at the same time. If this is 

not possible, then it is imperative that 

both batteries are fully charged. If a 

new (charged) battery is fitted while 

a discharged battery is still 

connected, very large currents will 

flow and this may damage both 

batteries. 

 

To change the batteries, first fully 

remove the carpeting over the spare 

wheel, then remove the left and right 

covers over the batteries. The left-

hand carpeting comes off quite 

easily. The right-hand carpeting 

needs to be manhandled over the CD 

changer and unclipped from the top 

fixing at the same time. 

 

Now remove the NEGATIVE lead 

from BOTH batteries (even if you are 

only changing one battery) using the 

13mm spanner from the boot-lid tool 

box. Never disconnect the POSITIVE 

terminal first, this is unsafe and you 

may weld your spanner or the 

terminal to the chassis! 

 
 

 
 

Once the NEGATIVE terminals are 

disconnected the battery system is 

safe. Next, remove the CD changer, 

there is a single fixing, once this is 

removed (13mm bolt) the changer 

can be moved forward, removed 

from the frame and disconnected: 

 

 
 

 
 

Now remove the CD changer frame, 

there are two bolts at the bottom and 

two nuts at the top, all 13mm 

 

 
 

 

 tech corner 

 fitting new batteries 
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Remove the positive terminals on 

both batteries, remove the vent pipe 

from the front of each battery. 

Remove the mechanical fixing 

(10mm) and remove the batteries 

from the car: 

 

 
 

 
 

With both batteries removed, use a 

mild solution of bicarbonate of soda 

to clean the area of any battery 

deposits (the soda will neutralize any 

vestiges of acid): 

 

 
 

 
 

FITTING NEW BATTERIES 

 

Batteries normally have two vent 

holes and a single blanking plug. Fit 

the blanking plug to the end of the 

battery with the negative terminal. 

Start by placing the new batteries in 

the tray and fitting the clamps, refit 

the vent pipe elbow and ensure that 

the blanking plug is fitted at the other 

end. Re-connect the POSITIVE 

terminal of each battery, do NOT 

connect the negative terminal 

 

 
 

 
It is now safe to fit both negative 

cables. Refit the CD changer: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Refit the carpets and you are done. 

Time for a cup of tea! 

 
  Make sure your 8 is registered at 8Coupe.com                     The BMW Car Club of America Chapter dedicated to the 8 series                 
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By Roger Wray 

Editor, E31 NEWS 

 

It is amazing that 2017 has come and 

gone.  It just seems that we elected 

our new board.  2017 was 

challenging to us as a group.  Floods.  

Hurricanes.  Wild Fires.  All of these 

impacted many of us in one way or 

another.  We have also lost several 

members who contributed so much. 

 

As we start 2018, we wish each and all 

of you a prosperous New Year.  Take 

the time to let those you love and 

have great friendships with know 

what they mean to you.  The last time 

I checked, Hearses did not have 

luggage racks on top to take things 

with us when we leave this world, so 

let us enjoy our time with friends and 

family we cherish. 

 

If you plan on attending an event in 

your area, and want to organize 

something to get 8 owners together, 

please let us know, and we can put 

the information out in the E31 NEWS 

as well as an email blast.  Also, if you 

attend an event, take pictures and 

write up an article for the newsletter.  

Here is your chance to be a famous 

author! 

 

As always, it is the car that brings us 

together, but it is the people that 

make us who we are.  Have a 

wonderful Holidays!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy Holidays from the E31 Chapter Board of Directors 

Photograph by Dylan Leff 

 
 

the tail lights 
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BMW CCA E31 Chapter 
P.O. Box 8324 

Columbia, SC  29202 
 


