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E31 Chapter 
BMW Car Club of America 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Chapter Officers   (please call between 7:30-10pm) 
 
President                    pres@bmwccae31.com 
  Roger Wray             (Florida)   352-223-2932 
Vice President              vp@bmwccae31.com 
  Steffen Staiger  (Texas)          214-417-0606 
Secretary      sec@bmwccae31.com   
  Tom "Wuffer" Carter (Canada)  604-530-6609 
Treasurer    treas@bmwccae31.com 
  Jon Nelson  (Maryland)  301-231-7498 
Brands Manager            branding@bmwccae31.com 
  Jeff Ivarson  (California) 415-485-098 9 
National Events Coordinator     activities@bmwccae31.com 
  Rob Scott  (Canada) 403-803-8434 
 
          Other 
 
Webmaster               webmaster@bmwccae31.com 
  Bob Bennett  (Florida)  813-787-8837 
Newsletter Editor                      newsletter@bmwccae31.com                                                                 
  Roger Wray             (Florida)   352-223-2932 
Special Advisor to the board 
  Steve Cohen  (California) 707- 322-6550 
 
 
BMW CCA E31 is a non-profit South Carolina Corporation.  It is a chapter 
of BMW Car Club of America and is not connected in any manner with 
Bayerische Motoren Works AG or the importer.  The 'E31 NEWS' is the 
publication of BMW CCA E31 and is available electronically to all 
members in good standing.  All contents shall remain the property of 
BMW CCA E31 unless otherwise credited.  Information supplied is 
provided by the members and for the members only.  The ideas, 
suggestions and opinions in articles are those of the Club unless 
otherwise credited.  The Club assumes no liability for any of the 
information contained herein.  None of the information bears the status 
of "Factory Approved" unless so indicated.  Modifications within any 
warranty period may void the warranty.  The EDITOR of this Newsletter 
seeks material suitable to pass on to other members.  The material may 
be of a technical nature, bits of information about your car, news and 
events, or just the latest tidbits.  Share your ideas with other members 
by forwarding them to the EDITOR at:  
 

newsletter@bmwccae31.com 
 
 

Club Address:   
BMW CCA E31 Chapter 

P.O. Box 8324 
Columbia, SC  29202 
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__________________________________________________        _____________ 

¶ From the Driver's Seat 

¶ .ŀȅ !ǊŜŀ уŜǊΩǎ Cŀƭƭ 5ǊƛǾŜ 

¶ SoCalEights: A day in the sun 9th Annual 
SoCal Vintage BMW meet 

¶ Clarion Builds 850Ci 

¶ The Dinan 8 

¶ άaŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ уΩǎέ   

¶ Sunroof Settings 

¶ Suspension Upgrades 

¶ E31 Boot Actuator Replacement  

¶ 2016 E31 /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

2017 E31 Upcoming Events 
____________________________________________        ___________________ 

SoCalEights WrenchFest,   
     February 4, Long Beach, CA    fern.mora@socaleights.com 

Southeast 8 Gathering ς 10th Anniversary,   
     March 3 ς 5, Mount Dora, FL   se.8.gathering@gmail.com 

SoCalEights Road Rally,   
     April 29, Long Beach, CA   fern.mora@socaleights.com 

 

E31 Tech Advisors 
_________________                __________________________________________ 

This is a list of E31 Chapter members who have volunteered to serve as 
E31 Technical advisors.  Please call them for technical assistance, but also 
call at reasonable hours.  If you would like to be added to the list, please 
let the Editor know. 
 

Zach McCoy   (any reasonable time EST) 317-506-7990 
          trouble shooting for transmission, ignition, top end engine  
 

               On the Cover 
__________________________________________________________        _____ 

Thanks to ClarŜƴŎŜ ¢ŀƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άaŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
уΩǎ ά у-fest held this fall in Melbourne, Australia. 
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by Roger Wray  

President, BMWCCAE31 
é 

 
 
 
It is hard to believe that 2016 is almost gone.  It seems like just 
yesterday that everyone was starting to plan for the 100th year 
Anniversary of BMW and the big E31 Meeting.  Many hours of 
hard work went into the event hosted by the local SoCalEights 
group, and their efforts were rewarded with a great meeting.  
Others around the country got together in 2016 and had fun 
and a great time.  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ 
local events! 
 
I have been somewhat disappointed on the lack of response 
from BMW on our collective efforts to have the headlight 
adjusters remanufactured.  As many of you know, we really 
need these parts so many can get their headlights adjusted 
within specs for state inspections.  We will continue to work 
on this issue, and escalate it up the hierarchy until we get an 
answer. 
 
Enjoy the review of the SoCal Vintage BMW Meeting.  
Congratulations to Alec and Armen for their awards!   
 
Thanks also go out to JR Wappel for his information on the 
Dinan 8.  JR has recently put up a new website dedicated to 
the Dinan 8.  Also included are individual stories by Dinan 8 
owners from our community. 
 
Clarion has recently completed the newest Clarion Builds, 
where they take what they consider to be an excellent 

automobile, and modify it with the latest and greatest 
components.  Their last Clarion Builds, a BMW 2002, was 
auctioned off for more than $100,000 with the proceeds going 
to charity.  Their latest build ς the BMW 850Ci ς continues 
their tradition of building an outstanding automobile.  We will 
have to see where it ends up.  Congratulations to Clarion for 
selecting the 850Ci, and building a beautiful car. 
 
We again have some international content for this edition of 
the E31 NEWS.  Our Mates from Down Under held a get 
together and a write-up of their meeting is enclosed.  Also, a 
picture of their cars by Clarence Tang graces the cover of this 
edition of the E31 NEWS. 
 
2017 promises to be a great year for the 8s.  Events are 
planned from Florida to California, and others are in the 
works.  If you wish to put something together in your area, 
please let the chapter know, and we will offer whatever 
support we can. 
 
Always remember, it is the cars that bring us together, but it 
is the people that makes us what we are!  Thanks again for a 
wonderful 2016.  The E31 Chapter Board Members would like 
to wish each and every one a very Merry Christmas, a Happy 
New Year, and a Joyous Happy Holidays. 
 

 

 
! ƭƛƴŜǳǇ ƻŦ уΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘ 5ƻǿƴ ¦ƴŘŜǊ 

From the Driverôs Seaté 
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by Ed Rutkaukas  

é 
 
We met up in Sausalito at the Taste Of Rome cafe at 9:30AM.  
5 cars showed up, Phil and his wife driving a fly yellow 850, 
Jon and wife driving a black 6 speed 850 5.4L hybrid engine, 
Galvin driving a stock blue 850, Ken with his beautiful newly 
repainted 840 and myself (Ed with my wife and son) driving a 
diamondschwartz 850 with my newly rebuilt engine, CSI 
mirrors and CSI body.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

From Sausalito we followed HWY1 to Stinson beach, pictures 
were taken on the way to Stinson beach when we stopped 
half way for a view. Had delicious brunch at Parkside Cafe.  
 

 
 

 
 
From there we jumped back on HWY1 north all the way down 
to Nick's Cove for Oysters and Beer:)  It looks like everyone 
wants to meet up again next spring for another drive.   
 

 
¢ƻǘƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ Yŀƴǎŀǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΗ 
 
Cheers!  Ed 

 

 Bay Area 8erôs Fall Drive 
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by Tom Jacobsmeyer 

é 
 

It was bright and sunny in 
{ƻ/ŀƭΧǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
somewhat later in the day. The day 
started with our usual meetup at 
the corner lot on Woodley Ave and 
Victory Blvd. at 7:30AM next to the 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ /ƘŀǊōǊƻƛƭŜǊΣ ŀ 
notable local Greek restaurant, 
home of the breakfast gyro. 
Gathering before an event creates 
anticipation for thŜ άǊƻƭƭ-ƛƴέ ŀƴŘ 
pumps up the excitement for the 
ŜǾŜƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
warmup with some catch-up and 
cartalk before we move out. We 

were joined by 2 new members for the short trip down the 
street to Woodley Park in Van Nuys CA and they fell in line like 
troupers. SoCalEights has become pretty adept at the convoy 
ŦǊƻƳ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜΤ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ 
the years.  We rolled out in an impressive line of 14 cars 
making it all the way down to the park entry before getting 
broken up into two groups (parking guys have no sympathy 
for an orderly line of Eights) as we rolled into the Woodley 
Park staging area. 
 

 
 
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 9омΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ мф ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
start, a pretty decent showing. Southern California seems to 
have the highest concentration of 8 Series cars in the world 
which makes for a great show when we roll in. 
 
So after about 20 minutes we started the procession to the 
display area. This year was a bit of a problem in that the park 
had let its tending of the grass go. With the drought in SoCal 
they had not been watering the lawn much and the grass was 
pretty sparse. In spite of the slow speed the amount of dust 
that was created was pretty disheartening. Right after all the 

cars were parked all the dusting implements came out of 
trunks everywhere. This was a pretty much the requirement 
for the day with most people giving up as a lost cause by noon. 
I know the SoCal Vintage BMW organizers were frustrated as 
ǿŜƭƭ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘering plan. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
After everyone was parked there were about 350 participants 
for the event. This (I think) is the largest crowd they have ever 
had and is one of the larger BMW events (Bimmerfest 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘŜŘύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ .a²Ωǎ ƛs 
pretty amazing.  The meet is comprised of pre-мфуф .a²Ωǎ 

 SoCalEights: A day in the sun 9th Annual SoCal Vintage BMW m eet  


