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From t

by Roger Wray
President, BMWCCAE31

I F LI {dzYYSNJ CcStft26 ySNRAH
everyone has warmed up as it has here in Florida, and
SOSNE2ySQa ya |NB 2dzi 27
sunshine.
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This [8ad3dSrie tzbur ®ird rafoSaccanplishimgnieNihalf 2
have a positive balance! Jon Nelson is doing an excellent ji

i K Keepid uNith Sll the fyidRicial igpec’ df khy chaptér i

our Treasurer, and his guidanoa all fiscal mattersThere
are othea issues which we will be dealing with and will

The BMW CCA E31 Chapter board has been busy the past few require further funding, but at least we will be working from

months, and behind the smes we have accomplished
several BIG milestones, and have others underway.

First we have surpassed 100 members! This is quite an
accomplishment for us, as we are only in our second year as
a nongeographic chapter.

Second, after 18 months of hawbrk and lots of paperwork,

| am pleased to announce that the BMWCCA E31 Chapter is

now fully recognized as a 501 (c) (7) foofit organization.
This incurred an expense to the chapter for legal fees which
SaaSyaAalffe NBI dzi NBwRinglthbse 182 T
months. Luckily, BMWCCA fronted us the funds, and took
the payment out of our chapter monthly dues
reimbursements. Happily, those payments were completed
and we paid off the advance in full in June 2015.

BMWCCA Annual Chapter Congress 2015

by Jon Nelson

e

¢ KA & AnBualN3oaid Meetingpf the BMWCCA and
Annual Chapter Congress were held March1%3in Dallas
Texas.
represented the E31 Chapter.

apositive balance sheet.

To recap, here are major milestonesur chapter has
accomplished:

1. We are legally incorporated as a chapter in theteSof
South Carolinas a NorProfit Corporation.

2. We are fully recognized by the IRS as a 501 (c) (#) nc
profit organization.

3. The BMWCCA E31 Chapter has its ownERSoyer
Identification Number.

Fhaud aQainitd_afl BeNdRatd nivoi®E for tHeard work
and efforts. We are seeing concrete results for those efforts
and these results will benefit the chapter for years to come
Thanks agaitoo for all the chapter members whsupports
the BMW CCA E31 Chapt&member, it is the cars that
bring us together, but it is the people who make us who we
are!

Steve Johnson, Eddy Funahashi is the Executive Vi
Presidentand Lous Goldsmanwvasunopposed as Treasurer

Roger Wray, President and Jon Nelson, Treasurer in the dficer election process.Louwanted to complete the

procesf managing the current IRS auld#éfore he stepped
down. | was most impressed by his candor and

BMWCCA Annual Board Meeting: This session was fairly understanding of the legal and regulatory éamwnment.

short and focused on the business of theatidnal
Organization. New officers were introduced and various
reports were given regarding the status of the Club and its
activities. The incoming Executive President of the Club is
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The Chapter Congress: There were sessions on a variety
topics with extensive Chapter participation. Roger describe
to me the environment of the 2014 Congress at which there
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were expressed reservations by local chapters with a new
non-geogeaphic entity that had similar standing. Roger spoke

to this on several occasions with Congress members but the
previous reservations seemed to have dissipated.

The clear focus of the meeting was membership retention,
with an outside speaker describingarious techniques to
increase the effectiveness of membership outreach. There
was a general agreement that successful efforts need to
address the diversity in interests of the current members,
including racing, concours, and simple sociatltggethers.
The largest single integrating factor for the club is the
Roundel Magazine, and it is also the single most expensive
item the club undertakes. Direct regular contacts and social
media are currently getting more attention and direct mail is
no longer seeras an effective outreach approach. It was
surprising that there was not more discussion on the value of
having close ongoing relationships with dealers and repair
shops. Nevertheless, combination of strategies for
membership retention is probably the bespproach.

Steve Johnson, BMWCA President, Roger Wray, BMWCCA e31 President, Jon
Nelson, BMWCCA E31 Treasurer, Frank Patek, BMWCCA Executive Director

There was a lot of discussion about the BMWCC
Foundation, a standlone entity created by BMWCCA that
focuses on driver training and street survival. Other topic
that received significant attention were insurance and
accident liability (rquired for most events), and the
¢ NBlFadzZNBENARQ aSSiAy3ao

¢tKS F20dza 2F GKS ¢ NBI adzNBN
importance of financial reporting, including the annual
Balance Sheet and P&L to the BMWCCA, and the annual |
990 reporting requirement for at-for-profit organizations.
During the meeting, the board voted to automatically
withhold chapter rebates whenever chapter admin form and
newsletter deadlines are not met. The board has directet
the National Office staff to monitor chapter submissions an
to automatically withhold chapter rebates when a deadline
has been missed. Chapters will receive one warning and
the problem is not corrected within 30 days all rebates wil
be withheld. The National Office staff has not beer
empowered to grant waers to this policy. Any and all
appeals must be made directly to the chag@eiRegional
VicePresident §s a norgeographic chapterthe Executive
Vice President serves as our primary contact with the
National Organization).

The meetings were cordial andformative and | encourage
all officers to participate if possible.

BMW 8 Series Convertible Prototype displayed at the BMW Factory during theniversary of the E31, Munich, Germany.
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Russian River Valley Wine Tour 2015

by Chris Reguero
e

In the second weekend of March, the BMW 8 Fest group Hanna family. Delicious food items were paired with their
gathered together in the Russian River Valley. Each year luscious wines. The next stop was to the beautiful Kenda
over 190 wineries in the Russian Valley participate in the Jackson Wine Estate. After that we were on to the Russie
annual Barrel Tastingong the Wine Road. This weekend  River Vineyard where we enjoyed a gourmet outdoor luncl
wine tour has become a tréibn of the group. Over15cars G G KPP A&/ NBa Gl dzNF y i @
and 30 good friends attended this special weekend of fun and
good camaraderie! Bill Fox and his wife came all the way
down from Washington to catch up with their California Eight
friends!

While waiting for our table we listened to great music and
alFYLX SR FINXY 3INBgYy TF22Rad
winery dog, who made you feel at home while putting his
head on your lap for a snack or two.

The weekend started Fridawvening when everyone arrived

at the Hilton Sonoma Wine Country Hotel. On Saturday Our last stop was to the Armida Winery where we enjoyec

morning after we had our registration and drivers meeting at  panoramic views of the Russian River Valley and th

the hotel, we started our sunny day of wine touring at the  Mayacama mountain range. No day could be complet

HANNA Winery. As always we were warmly greetetthdy without a relaxing dinner at the favorite Cricklewood
Restaurant in Santa Rosa.

There are a lobf great memories that have been created in
this Eight family. After a dinner of laughter and great story
telling, Dan Bridges and Pete Svendsgaard raised their wil
glasses to celebrate the life of Karen Nencini and her love fi
the club. We came tegher as friends to honor her memory
and to thank our founder Steve Cohen for uniting us al
together in this great forum. We presented Steve with a ver
special gift that Dan hand crafted. Dan made from soli
African Mahogany a wine casing that ha8#1S Qa y I
date along with the etched 8 Fest silhouette of an 8 series c:
routed into the lid. Inside was a 1 % liter bottle of a 201C(
Silver Oak Cabernet.
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What a special touch to a very classy evening. Thank you
Dan for taking the time to eate a gift that embodies the
spirit of this club. Our thanks to both you and Pete for all the
years of planning our car events! Because of your efforts,
6SQ@¥S Syez2@8SR ANBIG GAYSasz O
some good laughs!

Who would hae thought a BMW 8 could bring so much to
our life.

Alpina B12 5.7 and BMW 850CSi during high speed tedilyV CAR Magazine
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Bimmerfest 2015

by Tom Jacobsmeyer

e

BimmerFest 2015 was...well, festive. It was not the nice grass around the road course. The track was a part of BimmerFe

of the RoseBowl but was a great event nosike-less. Our
group met up at Starbucks early and carawesh to the site.

There was a long line, 2 lanes wide, to get in and gave us a SoCdfightsl y R

chance to jabwith other car owners as we crawled to the
entrance. The statement most heard by the 8's were that we
were "coming inHeavy'..in California speak that means
there were a lot of us.

The final headcount on registration was 2073, with 1024 of
those being 3 Series cars, the most by far. We were pretty
good with 35 registrations and about 27 Eights in our corral,
the others ended up in other spots. The weather was cloudy
all day but the god news was we didn't bake in the parking
lots.

g &

SoCalEights campfire being sgt by Fern and Ron. It did
sprinkle a bit and it never warmed up much. Not a typical
California day. The Auto Center Speedway is in the
background and we were serenadeddsly with cars roaring
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this year

0 KS wal représentedNdSvhile
rolling in we were mobbed by the cameras and spectator
standing along the sides of the road. More thadew said
that they have never seen so many eights in their life at on
place.

The Auto Center Speedway usually gets a bit windy in th
afternoons and even that didn't make an appearance. Lunc
was provided by about 10 lunch trucks, the new "mobile
cuisine” for events such as this.

There were two obligatory i8's in attendance but they didn't
seem to draw as much attention, from the mostly millennial
crowd, as did some of the aftermarket displays. Mos
interesting was the large and varied number of agh

vendors. 'Never seen so many different wheels in one place
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There were some really nice 3.0's in the group this year. Very
nicely done. Fern's trunk is to the rear (blue car).

We had a lot of interest in the SoCalEigitsup and when a
few hoods went up interest increased, especially arounc
Gary's CSI (next to Fern's).

A nice stable of race cars were also on hand.

BMWCCAE31.com




